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0.  W.  KuUSlNEN,  presiding 

KUUS1NEN  : I call  the  scs 


KUUS1NEN:  1 call  the  ^J^agenda— " l !>«  F.asci 

sive  ami  ,h«  Again,,  FW-. 

for  the  Unity  of  the  Working 

rade  Dimitrov  has  the  rostrum  he  i; 

f As  Comrade  Dimitrov  step*  ^clc^ates  rise,  che< 


t-orti. 


* Rot 
Parts 
Core, 


[As  Comrade  Dimitrov  s J delegates  rise,  cheering  c 

bv  thunderous  applause.  _ raised  in  the  " Red  I ront 
thusiasiically.  Clenched 1 - y |anguages,  shouts  of  " Rot 

salute.  Greetings  in,  wai  > „ Voices  from  various  part* 

Front,"  “ Hurrah,  BfJmitrov ! " " Long  live  the  Com. 
of  the  hall:  Long  hvc  Dim 1 f Dimitrov,  the  intrepid  revo. 

munist  International  , Renewed  applause  and  prolongs) 
lutionarv  fighter  1 et  .f  Intern3tionale."] 
cheering.  All  sing  I[1C 
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I.  fascism  and  the  working  class. 

Comrades,  as  early  as  ils  Sixth  Congress,  the  Com- 
mist  International  warned  the  world  proletariat  that  a 
evV  fascist  offensive  was  impending,  and  called  for  a 
struggle  against  it.  The  Congress  pointed  out  that  *'  in 
niore  or  less  developed  form,  fascist  tendencies  and  the 
ffernis  of  a fascist  movement  are  to  be  found  almost 
everywhere. 

With  the  outbreak  of  the  present  most  protouna 
economic  crisis,  the  sharp  accentuation  of  the  general  crisis 
of  capitalism  and  the  revoUuionisation  of  the  toiling  masses, 
fascism  has  embarked  upon  a wide  offensive.  The  ruling 
bourgeoisie  is  more  and  more  seeking  salvation  in  fascism, 
with  die  object  of  instituting  exceptionally  predatory 
measures  against  the  toilers,  preparing  for  an  imperialist 
war  of  plunder,  attacking  the  Soviet  Union,  enslaving  and 
partitioning  China,  and  by  all  these  means  preventing 

revolution.  , 

Imperialist  circles  are  endeavouring  to  place  the  whole 
burden  of  the  crisis  on  the  backs  of  the  toilers.  That  is 
»xhy  they  need  fascism . 

They  are  trying  to  solve  the  problem  of  markets  by 
enslaving  the  weak  nations,  by  intensifying  colonial 
oppression  and  repartitioning  the  world  anew  by  means  of 
war.  That  is  why  they  need  fascism. 

They  arc  striving  to  forestall  the  growth  of  the  forces 
of  revolution  by  smashing  the  revolutionary  movement  of 
the  workers  and  peasants  and  by  undertaking  a military 
attack  against  the  Soviet  Union — the  bulwark  of  the  world 
proletariat.  That  is  why  they  need  fascism. 

In  a number  of  countries,  Germany  in  particular,  these 
imperialist  circles  have  succeeded,  before  the  masses  have 
decisively  turned  towards  revolution,  in  inflicting  defeat  on 
the  proletariat  and  establishing  a fascist  dictatorship. 

But  what  is  characteristic  of  the  victory  of  fascism  is 
the  fact  that  this  victory,  on  the  one  hand,  bears  witness 
to  the  weakness  of  the  proletariat,  disorganised  and 
paralysed  by  the  disruptive  Social-Democratic  policy  of 
class  collaboration  with  the  bourgeoisie,  and,  on  the  other, 
expresses  the  weakness  of  the  bourgeoisie  itself,  afraid  of 


> 
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the  r. '{, lisatit.it  d .«  nniU’d  htriift:  le  of  <ll«*  wurltin^  ci 
alr.-ml  of  revolution,  ami  no  lon^*1  1,1  a post  I ion  to  ^ 
tain  its  die  tutorship  over  tilt*  masses  by  the  okl  metliU(js 
hoinyeoi.s  ilemueraev  .mil  parli*tmv  tiiarisin. 

The  victory  of  fascism  in  (lennany,  t omr.-uie  Slaliti  saw 
;u  the  Seventeenth  l ‘impress  of  the  t onimunist  E **«riy 

the  Soviet  Union, 


••  must  he  rre.isdet]  nut  only  as  a symptom  of  the  weakness  of 
working  etas*  «nd  as  « result  of  the  hetrftYi.1  of  the  working  c|£* 
bv  S(Hi;d- Democracy,  whitli  paved  the  way  for  fascism;  n rn 
also  he  repn riled  as  a svmptom  of  the  weakness  of  the  bourgeois'.-1 
as  a svmptom  of  the  fact  that  the  hm.rKeo.s.c  .s  already  unah?' 
to  rule  bv  the  okl  methods  of  parhnmcmansrn  and  l,mir  '« 


t tin  im  ♦ , ■ * , » « rivnii 

demiH  racy,  and,  as  a consequence,  is  compelled  m ,ts  home  ,*>];' 
to  resort  to  terroristic  methods  of  adinimsti.it ion  it  must  )>e  i,i]<  • 
as  a svmptom  of  the  fact  that  it  is  no  longer  ahlc  to  hml  a 
out  of  the  present  situation  on  the  basis  ot  a peaceful  forej,.;. 
policy,  as  a consequence  of  which  it  is  com  pc  ed  to  resort  to  ^ 

policy  of  war." 

The  Class  Character  of  Fascism. 

Comrades,  as  was  correctly  stated  by  the  Thirteenth 
Plenum  ot  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  CnniniUnist  ■ 
International  fascism  in  power  is  the  open  terrorist  die . 
taiorship  of  the  most  reactionary,  most  chauvinistic 
most  imperialist  elements  of  finance  capital, 

t he  most  reactionary  variety  ot  fascism  is  the  (t  critic 
type  of  fascism.  It  has  (he  effrontery  to  call  itself  National. 
Socialism,  though  having  nothing  in  common  wii^ 
Socialism.  Hitler  fascism  is  not  onK  bourgeois 

nationalism,  it  is  bestial  chauvinism.  It  is  a government 
system  of  political  banditry,  a system  of  provocation  and 
torture  practised  upon  the  working  class  and  the  revolt, 
tionarv  elements  of  the  peasantry,  the  petty  bourgeoisie  and 
the  intelligentsia*  It  is  medieval  barbarity  and  bestiality 
in  its  own  country,  it  is  unbridled  aggression  in  relation  to 

■ m r , 

other  nations  and  countries. 

German  fascism  is  acting  as  the  spearhead  of  into. 
national  counter-revolution,  as  the  chief  incendiary  of  ini. 
perialist  tear,  as  the  initiator  of  a crusade  against  the  .Sot’iti 
l ’•« ion,  the  great  fatherland  of  the  toilers  of  the  whole  worti. 
Fascism  is  not  a form  of  State  power  “ standing  abovt 
both  classes — the  proletariat  and  the  bourgeoisie.”  as  Otic- 
batter,  for  instance,  has  asserted.  It  is  not  ” the  revel 
of  the  lower  middle-class  which  has  seized  the  machinery 
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j|lt*  State*/*  as  rlu;  British  Socialist  Brailsfonl  declares, 
fascism  is  not  super-class  government*  nor  government 
the  petty  bourgeoisie  or  the  lurn |n  n po  »h  mnat  nvt#r 

f nance  capital*  Fascism  is  the  power  of  1 1 nance*  capital 
* If*  Jt  is  the  organisation  of  terrorist  vengeance  against 
’l‘e  working  class  and  the  revolutionary  section  of  the 

oeasmury  and  intelligentsia.  In  foreign  policy,  fascism  is 
b in  ift  erndj*^r  f/irm  fnmi*nf  i n *r  hestia)  hatred  of 


other  nations. 

phis*  the  t r tn"  character  of  fascism,  must  be  particularly 
Stressed;  because  in  a number  of  countries  fascism*  under 
cover  of  social  demagogy*  has  managed  to  gain  tie*  follow- 
jng  of  the  petty-bourgeois  masses  who  have  been  driven  out 
0f  (Jicir  course  by  the  crisis,  and  even  of  certain  sections  of 
E]1tf  most  backward  strata  of  the  proletariat.  These  would 
never  have  supported  fascism  if  they  had  understood  its  real 
cliJss  character  and  its  true  nature. 


The  development  of  fascism,  and  of  the  fascist  dictator- 
ship itself*  assumes  different  forms  in  different  countries, 
according  to  historical,  social  and  economic  conditions  and 
to  the  national  peculiarities  and  the  international  position  of 
the  given  country.  In  certain  countries,  principally  those 
jn  which  fascism  does  not  enjov  a broad  mass  basis  and  in 
which  the  struggle  of  the  various  groups  within  the  camp 
of  the  fascist  bourgeoisie  itself  is  fairly  acute,  fascism  does 
not  immediately  venture  to  abolish  parliament,  but  allows  the 
other  bourgeois  parties*  as  well  as  the  Social- Democratic 


parties,  to  retain  a certain  degree  of  legality.  In  other  coun- 
tries! where  the  ruling  bourgeoisie  fears  an  early  outbreak 
of  revolution,  fascism  lias  established  its  unrestricted  political 


monopoly,  either  immediately  or  by  intensifying  its  reign 
of  terror  against  and  persecution  of  all  competing  parties 
and  groups*  This  does  not  prevent  fascism,  when  its  post- 
r ion  becomes  particularly  acute,  from  endeavouring  to  ex- 
tend its  basis  and  without  altering  its  class  nature,  combining 
npen  terrorist  dictatorship  with  a crude  sham  of 
parliamentarism. 


The  accession  to  power  of  fascism  is  not  an  ordinary 
succession  of  one  bourgeois  government  by  another,  but  a 
substitution  for  one  State  form  of  class  domination  of  the 
bourgeoisie— bourgeois  democracy — of  another  form — open 
terrorist  dictatorship.  It  would  be  a serious  mistake  to 
ignore  this  distinction,  a mistake  which  would  prevent  the 


A Till  WOUKlNfi  Cl-  Aii 

rrvuJutionurv  proletariat  from  mobihwnfi  itn:  broadest  Slf,, 
cl  the  toilers  of  town  and  country  *‘»r  the  struggle  aBai‘^ 
th.-  im  itat  e of  the  seizure  ot  power  by  bie  asmis,  :nu|  f ^ 
taking  advantage  of  the  contradictions  which  vxisi  j„  * 
camp  of  the  bourgeoisie  itself.  But  it  is  a tinsiak,  nu  > 
Serious  aiul  dangerous  to  underrate  the  importance,  m ^ J* 
fishing  the  fascist  dictatorship,  oi  the  reactionary 
of  the  bourgeoisie  which  arc  at  present  being  mcreasin ei! 
initiated  in  bourgeois-democratic  Mimtnes-  measures  *(,f  * 
are  designed  to  destroy  the  democratic  h >er  u-s  ot  the  toii0  h 
to  distort  and  curtail  the  rights  of  parhamem  and  to  imei  *; 
the  repression  of  the  revolutionary  move  mi  nt. 

Comrades,  the  accession  to  power  *'i  lasasm  must  n 
be  conceived  of  in  so  simplified  and  smooth  a form,  ils 
though  some  committee  or  other  of  finance  capital  decide 
on  a certain  date  to  set  up  a fascist  dictatorship.  in  rea|jly 

fascism  usually  comes  to  power  in  u ll""M  "*  <»  mutual 
and  at  times  severe,  struggle  between  the  old  bourg*,;’ 
parties,  or  a definite  section  ot  these  parties,  in  the  cours*  of 
a struggle  even  within  the  fascist  camp  itself — _a 
struggle  which  at  times  leads  to  armed  clashes,  ns  we  have 
witnessed  in  the  case  of  Germany,  Austria  and  other  court, 
tries.  All  this,  however,  does  not  detract  from  the  fact  that 
before  the  establishment  of  a fascist  dictatorship,  bourgeois 
governments  usually  pass  through  a number  of  preliminary 
stages  and  institute  a number  of  reactionary  measures,  which 
directly  facilitate  the  accession  to  power  of  lascism.  Who. 
ever  does  not  light  the  reactionary  measures  of  the  bourgeoisie 
and  the  growth  of  fascism  at  these  preparatory  stages,  is  fl0J 
in  a position  to  prevent  the  victory  of  fascism,  but,  on 
contrary,  facilitates  that  victory. 

The  Social-Democratic  leaders  glossed  over  and  concealed 
from  the  masses  the  true  class  nature  of  fascism,  and  did  not 
call  them  to  the  struggle  against  the  increasingly  reactionary 
measures  of  the  bourgeoisie-  I hey  bear  great  historical 
responsibility  for  the  fact  that,  at  the  decisive  moment  of  the 
fascist  offensive,  a large  section  of  the  toiling  masses  of  Ger- 
many and  a number  of  other  fascist  countries  failed  to  recop. 
nise  in  fascism  the  most  bloodthirsty  monster  of  finance,  their 
most  vicious  enemy,  and  that  these  masses  were  not  prepared 
to  resist  it. 

What  is  the  source  of  the  influence  enjoyed  by  fascism 
over  the  masses?  Fascism  is  able  to  attract  the  masses  because 
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j[  NKilo'S  :i  di'lTUigogjr  nppr.d  to  (heir  nn*st  urgrnt  nrt'ds  mid 

Jdiv  ism  rmi  <«rd\  iiill;imrs  prvjudu-vs  dial  ai«* 

deeply  in*;: raint-d  in  rim  massts,  1 >m  also  plavs  mi  l\iv  biitiw 

St*n t fnifitUs  nt  (In*  m.r'M's,  * tln*u  of  jn  In  r,  atn!  soiilt*- 

ijnms  rvi-n  on  ilirir  rcvol nrtoiiary  mnliik-ns.  W hy  dn  da* 

(irriil.in  fasrists,  dius**  larkrys  oj  dm  bhj,  hinjrgroism  and 

mortal  crmnims  ot  Socialism,  ri"prrs«*ri|  dunisrlves  < ■ » dm 

masses  as  11  So«  ia  lists/*  and  drpit  \ (lirir  an  t‘sshirt  in  pov.i*r 

fis  ft  4 n-volui ion  **  ? Imraiisn  tlmv  uv  to  nxplciii  tin*  taidi 

in  ivvoluliun,  tin*  low  an  Is  Sot  j.ili  m,  which  livr  in  tin* 

lupins  oi  tin*  brnad  masers  of  tin*  toilers  of  ( iermany. 

■> 

Fasnsni  nets  in  i In*  inmrrsts  of  dm  i-xlrriim  imperialists, 
but  i(  pmSfMils  i is? -It  io  tin*  mnssns  in  t ! i < - of  champion 

of  an  ill-i ri-afi-d  nation,  and  appeals  to  nnirvmp-d  nauunal  son- 
tinirnts,  as  f icrman  fascism  did.  for  in  tarn  r,  win  n if  won  dm 
support  ol  i In-  masses  In  tin*  slogan  11  Against  the  Versailles 
Trent  v !" 


Fascism  aims  at  flu*  most  unbridled  exploitation  > d dir 
masses,  tun.  it  appeals  to  thorn  uidi  tin-  most  artful  anti- 
capitalist  demagogy, taking  advantage  of  die  profound  hatred 
entertained  by  tin-  toilers  tor  die  piratical  bourgeoisie,  tin* 
banks,  trusts  and  the  financial  magnates*  and  advancing 
slogans  which  at  the  given  moment  are  most  alluring  to  the 
politically  immature  masses,  in  Gertnarjy — '—The  general 
welfare  is  higher  than  the  welfare  of  the  individual  " ; in  Italy 
— “ Our  State  is  nut  a capitalist,  but  a corporate  Stair  **  ; in 
Japan—"  For  Japan,  without  exploitation  in  the  United 
Slates—"  Share  the  wealth,"  and  so  forth. 


Fascism  delivers  up  the  people  to  be  devoured  by  the  most 
corrupt,  most  venal  elements,  but  conies  before  them  with  the 
demand  for  “ an  honest  and  incorruptible  government," 
Speculating  on  the  profound  disillusionment  of  the  masses  in 
bourgeois-democratic  governments,  fascism  hypocritically  de- 
nounces corruption  (for  instance,  the  Bar  mat  and  Sklarek 


affairs  in  Germany,  the  Slavish v 
numerous  others). 


in  France,  and 


It  is  in  the  interests  of  the  most  reactionary  circles  of  the 
bourgeoisie  that  fascism  intercepts  the  disappointed  masses  as 
they  leave  the  old  bourgeois  parties.  But  it  makes  an  impress 
sion  on  these  masses  by  the  severity  of  its  attacks  on  bourgeois 
governments  and  its  irreconcilable  attitude  towards  the  old 
bourgeois  parties. 

Surpassing  in  its  cynicism  and  hypocrisy  all  other  varieties 


the  WORKING  CLASS 

Ijotirceois  r.-nction,  fascism  adapts  l,s  iQ  tt 

H«I  tk>s  (.r  ilu*  various  social  strata  m on.-  and  tl...  same  co,,^ 
r \,  tin*  pvttv-hoi.rfr.-ois  massvs,  own  a aect.01*  of  ,|t(l 
n^vrs  reditc-Jd  to  desimir  hy  want,  unemployment  ;uul  u - 
insecurity  of  tlicir  existence,  fan  '“»ni  :in,j 

Hnuvinist  demagogy  of  fascism.  . . 

Tt^sm. vinos  to  power  a*  a party  of  attack  on  the  revolt 
.ionVn  moU'n  ent  J the  proletariat,  on  the  -nasses  of  lhfc 
: X .-.re  in  a state  of  unrest ; yet  .1  stages  us  accession 

to  j lower  nlui'm”’  and^  « the^* 

K'^fihe  nation.  ,<I-ct  us  recall  \\ » 

Socialis,  ‘‘  revolution  " wh„ 

lint  whatever  the  masks  which  lasusm  .utopts.  whatever 

the  forms  in  which  it  presents  itselt.  wliatcvcr  the  ways  by 
which  it  conies  to  power— 

fascism  is  a most  ferocious  attack  by  capi  al  on  the  toiling 

fascism  is  unbridled  chauvinism  and  annexationist  war; 
fascism  is  rabid  reaction  and  counlcr-re-eoluhon  ; 
fascism  is  the  most  vicious  enemy  0}  the  working  class  <ni,f 

of  all  the  toilers  I ,, 

' What  Does  Victorious  Fascism  Bring  for  the  Masses 

Fascism  promised  the  workers  “ a fair  wage,"  bm  actually 
it  has  brought  litem  to  an  even  lower,  a pauper  standard  of  liv. 
in-^.  It  promised  work  for  the  unemployed,  but  actually  has 
brought  them  even  more  painful  torments  of  starvation,  and 
compulsory,  servile  labour.  It  actually  converts  the  workers 
and  unemployed  into  pariahs  of  capitalist  society  stripped  of 
rights  destroys  their  trade  unions ; deprives  them  of  the  right 
t os  trike  and  to  have  their  working  class  press,  forces  them 
into  fascist  organisations,  plunders  their  social  insurance 
funds  and  transforms  the  mills  and  factories  into  barracks 
where  the  unbridled  arbitrary  rule  of  the  capitalists  prevails. 

Fascism  promised  the  toiling  youth  a broad  highway  to  a 
brilliant  future.  But  actually  it  has  brought  with  it  wholesale 
dismissals  of  young  workers,  labour  camps  and  continuous 

military  drilling  for  a war  of  conquest. 

Fascism  promised  the  non-manual  workers,  the.  petty 
officials  and  the  intellectuals  to  ensure  them  security  of 
existence,  to  destroy  the  omnipotence  of  the  trusts  and  wipe 
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out  profiteering  by  brink  capital.  But  actually  it  lias  brought 
ih^m  an  even  greater  degree  of  hopelessness  and  uncertainly 
ns  to  the  morrow;  ii  is  subjecting  them  to  a new  bureaucracy 
iiiciilt*  up  of  rhr  urns!  compliant  of  its  followers,  it  is  setting  up 
an  intolerable  dictatorship  of  the  trusts,  and  fosters  corruption 
and  degeneration  to  an  unprecedented  extent, 

Kusi  ism  promised  the  ruined  and  impoverished  peasants  to 
put  an  end  to  debt  bondage*  to  abolish  rent  and  even  to 
alienate  the  landed  estates  without  compensation,  in  the  in- 
terests of  1 lie  laml less  and  impoverished  peasants.  But 
actually  it  is  placing  the  toiling  peasants  in  a state  of  unpre- 
cedented servitude  to  the  trusts  and  the  fascist  state  apparatus, 
and  promotes  the  exploitation  of  the  great  mass  of  the 
peasantry  bv  the  big  agrarians*  the  banks  and  the  usurers  to 
the  very  utmost  limit. 

'*  Germany  will  be  a peasant  country*  or  will  not  be  at  all,11 
Hitler  solemnly  declared-  And  what  did  the  peasants  of  Ger. 
many  get  under  Hitler?  A moratorium*  which  lias  already 
been  cancelled?  Ora  law  on  the  inheritance  of  peasant 
property,  which  is  resulting  in  millions  of  sons  and  daughters 
of  peasants  being  squeezed  out  of  the  villages  anti  reduced  to 
paupers?  Farm  labourers  have  been  transformed  into  semi- 
serfs deprived  even  of  the  elementary  right  of  free  movement. 
Toiling  peasants  have  been  deprived  of  the  opportunity  oi 
selling  ihc  produce  of  their  farms  in  the  market* 

And  in  Poland? 

11  The  Polish  peasant/1  says  the  Polish  newspaper  Czast 
**  employs  mclluxls  and  means  which  were  used  perhaps  only  in 
the  Middle  Ages  : he  nurses  the  fire  m his  stove  and  lends  it  to  his 
neighbour ; lie  splits  matches  into  several  parts ; he  lends  dirty 
soap-water  to  others;  he  boils  herring  barrels  in  order  to  obtain 
salt  water.  This  is  not  a fable,  but  the  actual  state  of  affairs  in 
die  countryside,  of  the  truth  of  which  anybody  may  convince 
himself. M 

And  it  is  not  Communists  who  write  this,  comrades,  but 
a Polish  reactionary  newspaper ! 

But  this  is  by  no  means  all. 


i*vti  v , 111  uu;  wiitcmuuiuu  cutups  ui  tctacoi  vjcnnan y , 

in  die  cellars  of  the  Gestapo  (German  secret  police), 
in  the  torture  chambers  of  Poland,  in  the  cells  of  the  Bulgarian 
and  Finnish  secret  police,  in  the  11  Glavnyacha  **  in  Belgrade, 
in  the  Rumanian  14  Siguranza,”  and  on  the  Italian  islands, 
sonic  of  the  best  sons  ot  the  working  class,  revolutionary 
peasants,  fighters  for  the  splendid  future  of  mankind,  are 
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1 J , , i l(1  rt-VLiUuu1  tnrturvs  and  mdig  iiiti.iw,  i„  Vc 

In-mg  siihjisi'lrd  i<>  riA<mms  „ nllitli,h]r  *irl»  i.f  ihv  'IVlr; 

|KI f iw>n  with  which  I'M-  "n.n'i  n,i‘  villain.u.s 
Mvrri  p"h"‘  :,l  ‘-  Jjj**.  -bloody  pulpM*  rt,e  presence  at  thejJ 
fascists  beat  hu*b^  shes  llf  uninlciv.]  1 ,v  Parcel  post  (|j 
wives,  ailJM-ndMjJ  * - ^ bw.„  mail.-  a method  0, 

iIhh  imiilo-rs.  • . l(irtlire  chambers,  raptured  iuuj. 

political  wai  tare.  , )0j s« m . tbcii  ai  ms  are  broken 

Ui«l  an-  given ««*■  W C’ 

"«*  .'i'.'S  • „■  »«*>*■• is  '■■"  “ving 

pumprtl  into  nu  in  • 

» f,r,.  nir  statistical  summitry  draw,,  up  by  „|c 

I have  b*  l;»r'  ,n‘  •'  ' , internali'itial  organ  imiiimii  for  aid 

Intfi  tiaitimnl  KtNl  ' K.,.ar(iing  ih‘*  numl»,  r of  |<iHC(| 

to  revolutionary  Ug  1 1 > t ..ml  tortured  to  dealli  in  ( lerinanv’ 

Vu.-lavia.  In  Genn^ 
rol.iml,  Maiv,  V-,  ■ pjji.Siieial ists  cairn-  to  P>;'v.-r,  over  4,200 
alum-,  simv  tin*  -Vll>  , ,.ni  plover.*,  intellectuals— Coni. 

antifascist  workers,  ^ members  of  opposition 

munisis,  NucmW  t i lvt.  been  nnmlervd,  317,800 

ami  wtfc**  <•’  ‘‘Ncrurialin.  ,0N 
am-stial.  t . s|nr(.  ,ht.  hattlrs  of  February  last  year.  tlic 

mr,.s.  In  At, . ■ ; verhIlient  lias  murdered  1.900  revolu. 

• Christian  ' £ i | u,  W(mmletl  10,000.  and  arrested 

il’X  'Ami im "inn, rnry.  -mrades.  is  far  from  complete. 

’ . e ...  .....  describing  the  indignation  which  seizes 

;i”.  ihm  el„  of  the  tor,., inis  which  tile  holers  arc  now 
us  at  Ilu  in  g f fascist  countries.  i he  facts  and 

tetm's"»et|Oore  rfo  nol  KtU'Cl  onc-hnnircdlh  fart  »/  the  l,„c 

of  ,'k-  cxploi union  and  the  lort««»  «*£* lllc 
White  Terror  which  make  up  the  tinih  hit  of  tile  working 
,'h«  in  manv  capitalist  countries.  Volumes  Cannot  give  , 
i,w  picture  of  the  countless  brutalities  inflicted  by  fascism  on 

With  feelings  of  profound  emotion  and  hatred  for  the 
..scist  butchers,  we  lower  ihc  banners  of  the  Communist  In- 
ernationnl  before  the  unforgettable  memory  of  John  Scheer, 
.’jete  Schulz  and  Liittgens  in  (.errnany  Koloniari 
iValliscb  and  Miinichreitcr  in  AWSttia,  Sallat  and 
Mirst  in  Hungary,  Kofardzhtev,  Lulibrodskj  ant  \ oikow 
n Bulgaria — before  the  memory  of  thousands  .anti  thousands 
>f  Communists,  Social-Democrats  and  non-party  workers, 
>easants  and  representatives  of  the  progressive  intelligentsia 
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^li{#  jjavt;  1 £t i c 1 dawn  tlicir  lives  in  th^  struggle  against  fascism 4 
i-'rum  e 2 platform  wc  tin*  leadt't  of  ihe  tiiirmnn  [^ro- 

\c iari;i1  :|T1^  ^J*  l>tuior£iry  t liauman  ul  tjur  0>ngrt-s?j — Com- 
/-iiJi*  TIliilnumn , VV*f  gri'rt  t omrades  Kakosi,  (iramsci, 
antikaimm  anti  j.  Panov.  Wtr  (jati  the  leiuler  of  the 
Spanish  Socialists,  t ahalUaot  impns(>ned  bv  the  rounurr- 
^voluiionarirs  j lorn  Mooney,  who  has  hecii  languishing 
in  prison  for  righiri*n  years,  and  th**  thousands 
otlier  piisoners  of  capitalism  and  last:ismt  and  we  say  to 
(hem  : * ‘ lirothers  in  the  fighl,  brothers  m arms,  you  are  nol 
forgotten.  We  are  with  you.  We  stiall  give  every  hour  of 
our  lives,  every  drop  of  our  blood,  hir  your  liberation,  and  for 
(fUT  liberation  of  all  toilers,  from  the  shameful  regime 
(>f  fascism/* 

Comrades,  it  was  Lenin  who  warned  ns  that  the  bourgeoisie 
may  succeed  in  overwhelming  die  toilers  by  savage  terror,  in 
checking  the  growing  forces  of  revolution  tor  brief  periods  ol 
lime,  but  that,  nevertheless,  this  would  not  save  it  from  its 
doom - 

■*  Life,**  Jain  in  wrote,  11  will  assert  itself.  Let  the  bourgeoisie 
rave,  work  itself  into  a frenzy,  overdo  things,  commit  stupidities, 
take  vengeance  in  advance  on  the  Bolsheviks  and  endeavour  to 
kill  off  (in  India,  Hungary,  Germany,  etc*),  extra  hundreds, 
thousands,  and  hundreds  of  thousands  ol  yesterday's  or  to- 
morrow's  Bolsheviks,  Acting  thus,  the  bourgeoisie  acts  as  all 
classes  doomed  to  destruction  by  history  have  acted.  Communists 
should  know  that  at  all  events  the  future  belongs  to  them;  and 
therefore  we  can,  and  must,  combine  the  most  intense  passion  in 
the  great  revolutionary  struggle  with  the  coolest  and  most  sober 
estimation  of  the  frenzied  convulsions  of  the  bourgeoisie.* *# 

Aye,  if  we  and  the  proletariat  of  the  whole  world  firmly 
follow  the  path  indicated  by  Lenin  and  Stalin,  the  bourgeoisie 
will  perish  in  spite  of  everything. 

Is  the  Victory  of  Fascism  Inevitable ? 

Why  was  it  that  fascism  could  triumph,  and  how? 

Fascism  is  the  most  vicious  enemy  of  the  working  class 
and  the  toilers.  Fascism  is  the  enemy  of  nine-tenths  of  the 

w 

German  people,  nine-tenths  of  the  Austrian  people,  nine- 
tenths  of  the  other  peoples  in  fascist  countries.  How,  in  what 
way,  could  this  vicious  enemy  triumph? 

Fascism  was  able  to  come  to  power  primarily  because  the 
working  class,  owing  to  the  policy  of  class  collaboration  with 

• Lenin,  " Left-Wing  **  Communism , an  Infantile  Disordert 

pp.  100-01. 


ot  bourgeoisie  pursued  hy  SoektM  h-muv.auc  leaders,  *ro 
spill,  politically  mut  organnulioually  thsanned,  in  f 
U i}h-  linslauchl  <■»  tin-  b<»i.rgeOKSK-.  Arid  tlu-  < 

Parties,  «m  the  other  hand,  were  .1  ol  siren  X enough  he  llb|  ' 
anan  from  and  in  the  teeth  ol  the  Soe.aM  Jenmerats.  u,  ^ 

1 lie  masses  and  to  lead  them  in  a deets.ve  stu.^l, 

brscisin. 

\ml,  indeed,  let  the  millions  <*f  Soeia l- Democrat, c u,,r,^rs 
who  loijelher  with  their  t'otnmtinisi  hrotliets,  arc  now  exl 
ncrieni'int;  the  horrors  of  fase.st  harhansm,  seriously  r^ec, 
on  this.  If  in  1918.  when  revolution  Inoke  out  in  (.ermm,.. 
and  Austria,  the  Austrian  and  German  proletariat  had  not  f0|. 

lowed  the  Social-Democratic  leadership  ol  < Uo  Hauer, 

Priedrich  Adler  and  Karl  Kenne,  m Austria,  and  Ivhcn  a*, 
Schiede.tK.nn  in  Cermany,  l»..t  had  followed  the  mad  of  [h, 
Russian  Bolsheviks,  the  rrwtd  of  I.emnand  Stahn,  there  would 
now  he  no  fascism  in  Austria  or  (.t-rmain,  in  Italy  or  I|„n. 
„,r,  in  Polatul  or  in  the  Balkans.  Not  the  bourgeoisie  but 
tile  working  class  would  long  ago  have  been  the  master  of 
the  situation  in  Kit  rope. 

Take  for  example,  the  Austrian  Social-Democratic  Party, 
The  revolution  of  1918  raised  it  to  a tremendous  height,  j, 
held  power  in  its  hands,  it  held  strong  posit, ons  in  the  ant,, 
,nd  j„  the  State  apparatus.  Relying  on  these  positions,  j, 
could  have  nipped  fascism  in  the  bud.  Bui  it  surrendered  one 
nosit  ion  of  the  working  class  after  another  without  resistance, 
i,  permitted  the  bourgeoisie  to  strengthen  ns  power  annul 
the  constitution,  purge  the  State  apparatus  army  and  police 
force  of  Social-Democratic  functionaries,  and  take  the  arsenals 
a wav  from  the  workers.  It  allowed  the  fascist  bandits  to 
murder  Social-Democratic  workers  with  impunity  and 
accepted  the  terms  of  the  Muttenberg  pact  which  gave  the 
fascist  elements  entry  to  the  factories.  At  the  same  time  the 
Social-Democratic  leaders  fooled  the  workers  "|th  the  Linz 
programme,  in  which  the  alternative  was  provided  For  the 
possihilitv  of  using  armed  force  against  the  bourgeoisie  and 
for  the  establishment  of  a proletarian  dictatorship,  assuring 
them  that  in  the  event  of  the  ruling  classes  using  force  against 
the  working  class,  the  party  would  reply  by  a call  for  a general 
strike  and  for  armed  struggle*  As  though  the  whole  policy 
of  preparation  for  a fascist  attack  on  the  working  class  were 
not  one  chain  of  acts  of  violence  against  the  woihing  class 
masked  by  constitutional  forms.  Even  on  the  eve  and  in  the 
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nrscof  the  February  batiles  the  Austrian  Social  Democratic 
filers  left  i he  heroically  fighting  Schutzbund  isolated  frotu 
broad  masses  and  (loonird  the  Austrian  proletariat  to 

defeats  ...  . , vj 

\Vas  the  victory  of  fascism  inevitable  in  (>crmany  r 
ihe  tier  in  an  working  class  could  have  prevented  it* 

jju(  in  order  to  do  so,  ii  should  haw  compelled  the  estab- 
lishment of  a united  anti-fascist  proletarian  front,  forced  the 
Social- 1 democratic  leaders  to  pm  a stop  to  their  campaign 
grains*  the  Communists  and  to  accept  the  repeated  proposals 
of  dm  Communist  Parly  for  united  action  against  fascism* 

When  fascism  was  on  the  offensive  and  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  liberties  were  being  progressively  abolished  by 
die  bourgeoisie,  it  should  not  have  contented  itself  with  the 
verbal  resolutions  of  the  Social-Democrats,  but  should  have 
replied  by  a genuine  mass  struggle,  which  would  have  made 
die  fulfilment  of  the  fascist  plans  of  the  German  bourgeoisie 
more  difficult. 

It  should  not  have  allowed  the  prohibition  of  the  League 
0{  Red  Front  Fighters  by  the  government  of  Braun  and 
Severing*  and  should  have  established  fighting  contact 
between  the  League  and  the  Reichsbannert*  with  its  nearly 
one  million  members,  and  have  compelled  Braun  and  Sever- 
ing to  arm  bulb  these  organisations  in  order  to  resist  and 
smash  the  fascist  bands. 

It  should  have  compelled  the  Social-Democratic  leaders 
who  headed  the  Prussian  government  to  adopt  measures  of 
defence  against  fascism,  arrest  the  fascist  leaders,  close  down 
[heir  press,  confiscate  their  material  resources  and  the 
resources  of  the  capitalists  who  were  financing  the  fascist 
movement,  dissolve  the  fascist  organisations,  deprive  them  of 
their  weapons,  and  so  forth. 

Furthermore,  it  should  have  secured  the  re-establishment 
and  extension  of  all  forms  of  social  assistance  and  the  intro- 
duction of  a moratorium  and  crisis  benefits  for  the  peasants 
—who  were  being  ruined  under  the  influence  of  crises — by 
taxing  t lie  banks  and  the  trusts,  in  this  way  securing  for  itselt 
the  support  of  the  toiling  peasantry*  It  was  the  fault  of  the 
Social-Democrats  of  Germany  that  this  wras  not  done,  and 
that  is  why  fascism  was  able  to  triumph. 

Was  it  inevitable  that  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  nobility 

* Reichsbanner—*  Ihe  Flag  of  the  Realm/*  a Social-Demo- 
cratic semi-military  mass  organisation. 


x ||  K WORKING  CLASS 

i Ciur/tv  ;»  roll nn  v where  *Jw.  r 



» pe*aani  -s,r?//  in  t|ie  governmcni  from  ,, 

r . ' f*i,!I?,|,|ir.!  ivv.il..ii..n.  I >'>'  'Ul7  '‘sl;lMl*h  C(J'e 

I rsi  t J*i ' s 1 , . * ir*1*! nisn t inns  i il  owrv  ru\\u k ~ 

■«  

- «•'"  •Tvhr,,r'" » -c 

SSE'J’SIS  1 ,■ ,J 

.1  iwisi  tflemifnis  ami  pr<  pan;  it  for  passinf, 

IZT,?,  I- sit  if  of  llif  w*>rkors  ami  p.:is:.nts^  I >k|  they  tlj| 


, " pmsjmis  i.»  or.l.  r ...  «...  ' ( ,u  „ 

« - r^yjsss'S.X'Wi 

X",  „.  civil  Guard.  «•* «*  **#*■■#* 

•t'nJr  of  mv  inov.-mi-ril  of  til.-  I»'f  ' ■'  l>ul  llu-y  strike 

fas,i«  ikuiv  t.f  ('it  . a 'l«v  ™>Rl«  0/  tl,t 

nli  - t-l.tirt'  .?  No.  they  did  lliov 

‘ V„  ,..f  ,1k.  ■>.-<,».-»<  |.rn|,ost.lsol  tho  t on.,,, tints  , tor  unit* 

■ i,.„  ns.-, in.,  II...  ..Ilr  iisivi.  of  Ilf  ...I.rtt.-Of-I  .M.llonl  r, io„ 

iml  f;isr7sm  : tli.-v  paw'd  eteMion Jinra  which  enabled  the 

Smrim  .0  gain  II  majority  in  tlu-  ( ones  (piirl,:..™ n.)  |,nws 

whit-li  1 it'iii, list  si  popular  movcininls.  laws  urn  ,-r  which  «„ 

Itt-roic  miners  of  Asturias  are  now  being  mud.  I lev  Iwd 

peasants  who  wore  fightmg  for  lami  shot  b\  ihf  ( ml  Guard, 

and  so  on. 

This  is  the  way  in  which  the  Soria  I- Democrats,  by  dis. 
,.rcanisinp  «n«*  splitting:  the  ranks  of  tlie  working  class, 
cleared  the  path  to  power  for  fascism  in  Germany*  m Austria, 


in  Spain, 

Comrades,  fascism  also  triumphed  for  die  reason  that  the 
r.A^.iriat  found  itself  isolated  from  its  natural  allies.  Fascism 
triumphed  beea.ise  il  was  able  to  win  over  large  ma««  », 
the  peasantry,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Social- Democrats, 
ill  the  name  of  the  working  class,  pursued  what  was  in  fact 
an  anti-peasant  policy.  The  peasant  saw  in  power  a number 
of  Social-Democratic  governments,  which  in  his  eyes  were  an 
embodiment  of  the  power  of  the  working  class,  but  not  one 
of  them  put  an  end  to  peasant  want,  none  of  them  gave  land 
to  tin*  peasantry.  In  (icrmanv,  the  Social-Democrats  did  not 
touch  the  landlords;  they  combated  the  strikes  of  the  agri* 
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workers*  wiih  tlu;  result  lh.it  long  bvfure  I liber  t ainr 
tu  J»>WCI  d1**  ulturul  workers  ot  (irmiany  wen*  uhaiulun- 

rui  (Id*  reformist  trade  unions  hnd  m tlu*  mujoriiy  of  cases 
wCfC  going  over  to  the  Siuhlhelm  ;md  to  tint  Nntional- 

Scjciulirfis. 

Fascism  also  triumphed  foi  ihe  n-;tsnn  that  it  was  able  to 


penetrate  the  ranks  of  the  youth,  w I terras  tin*  Sncinl-1  >emo- 
crais  diverted  tin*  working  « lass  youth  from  bn*  f lass  struggle, 
wflihr  the  revolutionary  proletariat  did  noi  develop  the  ncces- 
^j-y  ed ueai kmal  work  arnun^  tin*  youth  and  did  not  devote 
siiliificnt  ath’iition  lu  the  stni^^te  for  its  sptaafie  iim  iests  and 
demands.  Fascism  grasped  die  very  acute  need  of  the  youth 
militant  activity,  and  enticed  a considerable  section  of  die 
youth  into  its  lighting  detachments.  The  new  generation  of 
young  men  and  women  have  not  experienced  the  horrors  of 

- f 1.  jT  ii  * 1 . jt  1 _ 


tincmployimmi,  and  die  disintegration  of  bourgeois  demo- 
cracy, Hut,  seeing  no  prospects  fur  die  future*  large  numbers 
0f  young  people  have  proved  lo  lx*  particularly  receptive  to 
fascist  demagogy,  which  depicted  for  them  an  alluring  future 
should  fascism  succeed. 


In  diis  connection t we  cannot  avoid  referring  also  to  a 
number  ot  mistakes  committed  h v //jc  Communist  Partus, 
mistakes  that  hampered  our  struggle  against  fastasm. 


In  our  ranks  there  were  people  who  intolerably  underrated 
the  fascist  danger,  a tendency  which  has  not  everywhere  been 
overcome  to  (his  day.  Of  this  nature  was  the  opinion  formerly 
to  he  met  with  in  our  Parties  to  the  effect  that  14  Germany 
is  not  Italy/"  meaning  that  fascism  may  have  succeeded  in 
Italy,  but  that  its  success  in  Germany  was  out  of  the  question, 
because  the  latter  was  an  industrially  and  culturally  highly 
developed  country,  with  forty  years  of  traditions  of  the  work- 
ing class  movement*  in  which  fascism  was  impossible.  Or 
the  kind  of  opinion  which  is  to  be  met  with  nowadays,  to  the 
effect  that  in  countries  of  M classical  11  bourgeois  democracy 
the  soil  for  fascism  does  not  exist.  Such  opinions  may  serve 
and  have  served  to  weaken  vigilance  with  regard  to  the  fascist 
danger*  and  to  render  the  mobilisation  of  the  proletariat  in  the 
struggle  against  fascism  more  difficult. 


One  might  also  cite  a number  of  instances  in  which  Com- 
munists were  caught  unawares  bv  the  fascist  coup . Remember 
Bulgaria,  where  the  leadership  of  our  Party  took  up  a 
neutral,  1 but  in  fact  opportunist,  position  with  regard  to  the 
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'*  , q ii)  m - I*,il;iiul.  when-,  m May,  I92(j  ,v 

f**f  ^252*3* r.nnmuniM  Part*  *»»>“"«  a "‘""K  -Min*' 
of  the  motive  *»«*  ' ,Jk  ft  ami  .rail,,)  in  lhr*% 

astf  l w.i»-  *««.r « . & 

(Oiirrj*"iMi  " ^ jt,h  ^1S  being  l-'rpair,  bv  .!„• 

- >«d  >■ ,uu*  «i 
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*>roup  o>4'  

working  classunawarrs.^^  ^ „ men 

W'hnt  National--  * v t.ert;iin  aminul.-s,  1 1 U<*  ||t.;  £ 
mass  inmcmvot  '»  “>(|  t‘llt;  ji(1ll„,ia  p<vm*mrni  as  alrcaJ  I 

Neumann.  »bo  ' 1 (li(.,;lI0r>!ii|>.  boastlullv  ,l»vlaml : j(  . 

apncrnmrnt  of  t.t.  vr  , ,,nu  s about,  it  will  only  w. 

I liticT  S ' h.rtl  MM  nt|  a„,|  alum-  ii  will  br 

one  and  a ha«  nuires  w .. 

victorious  powyr  ° 1 '*  y for \onil  time  failed  to  reckon 
Our  comrades  u n:1i  ^miments  and  hulignaiion  of  ,|,e 

„ ltj,  the  '7py  .rs.li(it.s  i rcatv  : tlif.v  .rented  as  of  Imlc  account 
masses  at  the  Vereh  - )S;i;)(rv  ;ifU|  the  ju  ity  bourgeoisie ; 

ilvr  vacillations  o ■■  ^ programme  of  social  r,nJ 

i hev  were  lati  m ■ * u licn  they  did  put  it  forward  thev  1 

„„li,.n..l  , ■,  com  reif  itemumls  and  ihe  lev* 

TZZ^tZL  n'y  "vre  <vn  — »*>  » popular,*  » 

uidelv  among  the  masses* 

in  number  of  countries  the  necessary  development  of, 

In  a numoi  , ■ Wns  replaced  bv  sterile  hair  split. 

,nass  hg  it  ««•;  n |Ui‘ro  of  (nscis,n  “in  general  ” and  by  a 

MrtoTwd*'™*  i««»*  i;  P««minB  :,nd  solv"’B  ,hc  ““I 

« *«**>  >'P  'he 

mst  ih  it  we  speak  of  the  causes  of  the  victory  of  fascism,  that 
past  that  t ; j responsibility  of  the  Social-Demo. 

Z,'X  I de to  o"  'he  work i n t;  class,  and  .ha.  « al» 

a^  nol  historians  divorced  from  hv.ng  ^ 

ft*  tb'it  is  tormenting  millions  of  workers:  Can  the  victory 

a W » hTr.r"«'r,/.  and  l»?  And  «•  ™P*  >°  *■ 
™;ihmw  of  workers : Yes,  comrades,  the  road  in  the  way  of 
faici'sm  can  be  blocked.  It  is  quite  possible  It  depends o« 
ourselves— on  the  workers,  the  peasants  and  alt  the  toilers! 
Whether  the  victory  of  fascism  can  be  prevented  depend* 
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,|(  ifot‘  first  plan'  nn  lit**  miliiani  ;u  fivilv  rHsplay^)  \>v  th** 
i it1  r * 1 1 * *m  tt‘  1 ♦ t ■ I f it*  i its  fmdrs  ,irr  uvlrli'd  min 
^j(ir  I,*  if|ilii;uM  (ninbatin^  t ! i * * idTi'n^i  v»*  i apd.itiMU 

fiist  isin.  Il;ivin^  rsinlilisUi-d  *is  unity,  lln1 

pffdrijif i;n  would  p;ti;dys4-  du*  of  fiisrism  ever  ihf* 

jK^lSnill  r V.  die  prflv  I a*  mm nsir  of  tfir  (owns,  till'  VOlilh  JiHci 
lJK.  jnlrlli^iMtlsi.i,  iml  would  1j<*  tti  u«*ui r:disi*  one  t ion 
;iJU|  win  i >vri  .inothrr  srrliun. 

.S'lTfoid,  if  drpruds  on  i\ur.  rxisti-nrc*  of  n strong  rcvolu- 
lionnrv  pnrfy,  corriTlIy  leading  the  struggle  of  1 1 it*  toilrrs 
;ig;iinst  fa s<‘i sin.  A party  wliicli  syslrmaiirallv  calls  on  lln^ 
workers  to  rrlfrat  in  ih^  fare-  of  fast  ism  and  permits  the 
fascist  bourgeoisie  to  sirengiheii  iis  positions  will  inevitably 
It*ad  (he  workers  lo  defeat. 

Third*  h depends  cm  whether  a oito-t  t policy  is  pursued 
bv  the  working  class  towards  die  peasantry  and  the  pettv- 
hourgl*ois  masses  of  die  i owns.  These  masses  must  he  taken 
as  thev  are,  and  not  as  we  should  like  to  have  diem.  It  is 
only  hi  tin*  process  of  die  struggle  that  they  will  overcome 
therr  doubts  and  vacillations-  Ii  is  only  provided  we  adopt 
a patient  attitude  towards  their  inevitable  vacillations,  it  is 
only  with  die  political  help  nf  the  proletariat,  that  they  will 
Ije  able  to  rise  to  a higher  level  of  revolutionary  consciousness 
and  activity. 

Fourth,  it  depends  on  whether  the  revolutionary  prole- 
tariat exercises  vigilance  and  takes  action  at  the  proper  time. 
It  must  not  allow  fascism  to  catrli  it  unawares,  it  must  not 
surrender  the  initiative  to  fascism,  it  must  inflict  decisive 
blows  on  the  latter  before  it  can  gather  its  forces,  it  must  not 
allow  fascism  to  consolidate  its  position,  it  must  repel  fascism 
wherever  and  whenever  it  manifests  itself,  it  must  not  allow 
fascism  to  gain  new  positions— all  of  which  the  French 
proletariat  is  doing  so  successfully. 

I hesc  are  die  main  conditions  for  preventing  the  growth 
of  fascism  and  its  accession  to  power. 


Fascism — h Ferocious  but  Unstable  Power 

The  fascist  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie  is  a ferocious 
power  but  an  unstable  one. 

What  are  the  chief  causes  of  the  instability  of  the  fascist 
dictatorship? 

While  fascism  lias  undertaken  to  overcome  the  discord 
and  antagonisms  within  the  bourgeois  camp,  it  is  rendering 
these  antagonisms  even  more  acute.  Fascism  endeavours  to 


dn-isrs  .*tml  <bv  ■><  t'cnni.ii i.m  ()f 

ifn*  1‘Mslcntv  11  '■lM  I , , tniilcrm i m*  an,!  i '*ss 

inr riii'  t,:. 

St.vic  J S55g» 

this  poliiic.1  • H>  ; “V r bos.-.) ....  .1,- 

country 


a, :;m,n„iv  ,„r  u,^. 
fascists  tunnoi  ] f nholisliinc  classi-s  and  class  ^ 11 

SSSSf 

d,c".  J,  mimbiT  of  iluMii  ronimuc  in  maintain  'J 

inl^aTt- v isfence.  while  the  Communist  i arty  , -von  in  con^ 
,H  / r . ! ,iiiv  continues  id  |»r«f;n*ss,  lunum-*  st,^ 

cams  (,f  T 1 ^ ■ ■*  . I *artrvgle  * 1i<-  proletariat  ntr^i  ^ 

„n.t  ((>nt|M>rriI  ami  Inatls  11,1  M"  1 ,l^unst 

; S dictatorship.  I It'«»co.  under  (ho  blows  of  c)l* 
Sn.Stions,  the  political  monopoly  of  fascism  ts  bn,,*  J 

WPWher  reason  for  the  instahiht  v of  thy  fnsrisulicia^ 
|,  ,in"  the  contrasts  between  the  anti-capital, st  demagog  ^ 
fn, Wsm  *md  its  policy  of  enriching  the  monopolist  bo„r. 
<r,.oi\ie  in  the  most  piratical  fashion  makes  its  easier  to  exposj 
The  class  nature  of  fascism  and  tends  to  shake  and  narr0* 

its  mass  basis. 

Furthermore,  the  success  of  fascism  arouses  t he  profoi1I)(j 
hatred  and  indignation  of  the  masses,  helps  to  revolution^ 

them  ami  provides  a powerful  stimulus  tor  a united  front  of 

the  proletariat  against  fascism. 

Hv  conducting  a policy  of  economic  nationalism  fai„. 
arch v)  and  hv  seizing  the  greater  portion  of  the  national 
income  for  the  purposes  ot  preparing  for  war.  fascism  under, 
mines  the  whole  economic  life  of  the  country  and  accentuates 
the  economic  war  between  the  capitalist  slates.  It  lends  tlif 
conflicts  that  arise  among  the  bourgeoisie  (he  character  o! 
Sharp  and  at  times  bloodv  collisions,  which  undermine  tin 
stability  of  the  fascist  state  power  in  the  exes  of  the  people, 
government  which  murders  its  own  followers,  as  was  the 
case  in  Germany  on  June  30  of  last  year,  a fascist  govern, 
ment  against  which  another  section  of  the  fascist  bourgeoisie 
is  conducting  an  armed  fight  (the  National-Socialist  #>utet 
t -m.  A o n a th*.  vlnlpnt  attacks  of  individual  fascist  Prows 
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nn  tin*  fascist  governments  in  Poland,  Bulgaria,  Finland  and 
i rt ho r ctmiu r irs ) a gov rriinn  ni  of  this  Hiarai  i«*r  Ginnoi  ha 
i n, t ml. un  it--*  nuilhiiitv  mi  ilir  i*vi*S  1 *1  lit1*  UrtKiti  petly* 
bourgeois  masses. 

The  Working  class  must  In*  able  fn  take  adytntJ1^^  *Jf  ikt? 
antagonisms  and  nmilirts  within  the  bourgeois  camp,  but  it 
must  mil  t hi-risli  tin*  illusion  ihai  fascism  will  exhaust  itself 
iti  its  own  accord.  Fascism  will  not  collapse  nnloinalically. 
j[  is  onlv  die  revolutionary  ntlivitv  of  tin*  working  Hass 
which  can  help  ro  lake  ,'u  I vantage  , ,f  the  c>  inflicts  which  inevit- 
ably arise  within  tin-  bourgeois  ramp  in  order  tn  undermine 
the  fascist  dictatorship  and  in  overthrow  it, 

[Jv  dest  roving  rhe  relics  of  hour  gen  is  democracy,  by 
Hevaring  open  violence  to  a system  of  government,  fascism 
shakes  democratic  illusions  ami  undermines  the  authority  of 
the  law  in  the  eyes  of  the  toiling  masses.  Tins  is  particularly 
the  case  tn  countries  such  as,  for  example,  Austria  and  Spain, 
where  the  workers  have  taken  up  arms  a gain  si  fascism*  In 
Austria,  die  heroic  struggle  of  tin*  Kchuizbund  and  the  Com- 
munists. in  spite  of  their  defear,  from  lie*  very  outset  shook 
the  stability  of  the  fascist  dictatorship.  In  Spain,  ihe  bour- 
geoisie did  not  succeed  in  placing  the  fascist  mu/.zle  on  the 
toilers.  The  armed  si  niggles  in  Austria  and  Spain  have 
resulted  in  ever  wider  masses  of  the  working  class  coming 
to  realise  the  necessity  for  a revolutionary  Hass  struggle* 

Only  such  monstrous  philistines,  such  lackevs  of  the  bour- 
geoisie, as  the  superannuated  theoretician  of  the  Second 
International,  Karl  Kautskv,  are  capable  of  casting  re- 
proaches at  the  workers,  to  tin*  effect  that  they  should  not 
have'  taken  up  arms  in  Austria  and  Spain.  What  would  the 
working  class  movement  in  Austria  and  Spain  look  like 
m-da v if  ihe  working  Hass  of  these  countries  had  been  guided 
hv  the  treacherous  counsels  of  the  Kautskys?  The  working 
class  would  he  experiencing  profound  demoralisation  in  its 
ranks, 


11  The  school  of  civil  war,”  Lenin  says,  14  docs  not  leave  the 
people  unaffected.  It  is  a harsh  school,  and  its  complete  curri- 
culum iiu'vitnhly  includes  the  victories  of  the  counter-revolution  * 
the  debaucheries  of  enraged  reactionaries,  savage  punishments 
meted  out  by  the  old  governments  to  the  rebels,  etc.  Rut  only 
downright  pedants  and  mentally  decrepit  mummies  can  grieve  over 
the  fact  that  nations  arc  entering  this  painful  school;  this  school 
teaches  the  oppressed  classes  how  to  conduct  civil  war ; it  teaches 
how  to  bring  about  a victorious  revolution ; it  concentrates  in  the 
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imam’s  ol  prrsi'fiMhii  sliivcs  I lint  haired  whirl  i is  ahyjiy* 

hv  (hr  downtrodden,  thill*  IgUOratll  $lliV0S|  fttld  which  ItNiiJ*  ^ 

vl.tvn  \\  ho  | in  vc*  bivoitu*  conscious  * * I thr  sh.mii  of  ifn*j,  Kt 

to  i Jic  rtmtc.sl  (iistonc  exploits.  * y 

the  success  ()!  lascium  in  (JtTiiiaiiy  has,  its  ur  kmnv(  |Hv 
followed  I iy  a now  \vu ye  of  iasrisl  onslaughts,  whirlg  V! 
Austria,  It'd  to  i lie  pru  vocal  ion  by  Pollhiss . in  Spain  \o  \\*' 
now  tm slatrglits  of  ihe  cmiimT-revnhiMnnai  n s un  die  f|,v* 
lutionary  conquests  of  the  masses*  in  Poland  m the 
reform  of  the  consliltilion,  while  in  I*  ranee  ii  spurred  \)Vt 
armed  detachments  of  the  fascists  to  atn  tnpi  a coup  ti'gt* 
in  February,  1934.  But  this  victory,  and  llu*  frrrncy  nf  tj  ‘ 
fascist  dictatorship,  called  forth  a ecmnfrioimvenivm  f^r 
a united  proletarian  front  against  fascism  on  an  hHernaiiutl„ . 
scale.  The  burning  of  the  Reichstag,  which  served  u$\ 
signal  for  the  general  attack  of  last  ism  on  tin-  working  class 
the  seizure  and  spoliation  ol  the  trade  unions  and  the  mhL,f 
working  class  organisations,  (he  groans  of  (he  tortured  aiuh 
fascists  rising  from  (he  vaults  of  the  fascist  barracks  aiu| 
concentration  camps,  are  making  it  clear  to  the  masses  whaj 
has  been  the  outcome  of  the  reactionary*  disruptive  role 
placed  l> v the  German  Social-Democratic  leaders,  who 
ferted  the  proposal  made  by  the  Communists  for  a joint 
struggle  against  advancing  fascism.  I hey  arc  convincing 
the  masses  of  the  necessity  of  amalgamating  all  the  forces 
of  the  working  class  for  the  overthrow  of  fascism. 

Hitler's  victory  also  provided  a decisive  stimulus  to  ihe 
creation  of  a united  front  of  the  working  class  against 
fascism  in  France,  Hitler's  victory  not  only  aroused  in  the 
workers  the  fear  of  the  fate  that  befell  the  German  workers 
not  only  inflamed  hatred  for  the  executioners  of  their  Ger- 
man class  brothers,  but  also  strengthened  in  them  the  de- 
termination never  in  any  circumstances  to  allow  in  their 
country  what  had  happened  to  the  working  class  in 
Germany. 

The  powerful  urge  towards  the  united  front  in  all  the 
capitalist  countries  shows  that  the  lessons  of  defeat  have 
not  been  in  vain.  The  working  class  is  beginning  to  net  in 
a new  way , The  initiative  shown  by  the  Communist  Party 
in  the  organisation  of  the  united  front  and  the  supreme 
self-sacrifice  displayed  by  the  Communists,  bv  the  revolt]* 

# Lenin,  u Inflammable  Material  in  World  PAliti«.M  ^ elected 
Works,  VoL  IV,  p.  298, 


Against  fascism 


limiary  workers  m r I n-  Struggle*  against  fascism  have  re- 
^iiltr-rl  in  an  uiijirf-o*d«*n(<*d  increase  in  tin*  prestige  *>1  the 
t’oimnunist  liiirrnathinaL  At  the  same  time,  within  tin* 
Second  Iniemaliimnl,  a prolimrwl  crisis  has  bn*n  develop* 
ingi  which  has  manifested  itself  with  panicular  clarity  and 
Isas  become  particularly  accentuated  since  the  bankruptcy 
(lf  German  Social-Democracy , 

The  SoriabDemoe ratio  workers  are  able  to  convince 
ibemsefves  ever  more  forcibly  thru  fascist  Germany,  with 
fill  hs  horrors  and  barbarities,  is  in  die  final  analysis  die 
result  oj  the  S<n  tal-henwcratic  policy  of  class  collaboration 
with  the  bou  rgcoisie.  I he  sc  masses  arc  coming  ever  more 
clearly  t c * realise  thm  1 h<*  path  along  wliich  the  German 
Social-Democratic  leaders  led  the  proletariat  must  not  again 
be  traversed.  Never  has  there  been  such  ideological  dis- 
sension in  ihr  camp  ot  the  Second  I ntcrnaiional  as  at  the 
present  time.  A process  of  differentiation  is  taking  place 
in  all  die  Social-Democratic  parlies.  Within  their  ranks 
two  principal  camps  are  forming  : side  by  side  with  the 
existing  camp  of  reactionary  elements,  who  are  trying  in 
every  way  to  preserve  the  bloc  between  the  Social 


Democrats  and  the  bourgeoisie,  and  who  furiously  reject 
a united  front  with  the  Communists,  there  is  beginning  In 
form  a camp  of  revolutionary  elements  who  entertain  doubts 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  policy  of  class  collaboration 
with  the  bourgeoisie,  who  are  in  favour  of  the  creation  of 
a united  front  with  the  Communists  and  who  are  increasingly 
coming  to  adopt  the  position  of  the  revolutionary  class 
struggle * 


l bus  fascism,  which  appeared  as  the  result  of  the  decline 
of  the  capitalist  system,  in  live  long  run  acts  as  a factor 
of  its  further  disintegration.  Thus  fascism,  which  has  under- 
taken to  bury  Marxism,  the  revolutionary  movement  of  the 
working  class,  is,  as  a result  of  the  dialectics  of  life  and  the 
class  struggle,  itself  leading  to  ihe  further  development  of 
those  forces  which  are  bound  to  serve  as  its  grave-diggers, 
the  grave-diggers  of  capitalism. 
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ivir,*’l)  FRONT  OF  TUI-:  U'ORKIXC;  a.  ass 
u.  i Mn.i  Gainst  fascism. 

•Hi  ,,w  *il"  workers  .uul  toilers  ot  tlir  caiiii-,] 
Comrades,  t,,e  miestion  : I low  can  fascism  hv  ,,r^ 

|M  °r^'m  coming  imo  power  anti  how  can  fascism  be 
V(.(l,od  t on  ( u fias  heen  victorious/  lo  this  the  Com. 

^W^Sdonal  replies:  The  t*mg .tfW  must  6, 

miinol  *rmJ  t ' .L  Mm mi'irtv.  is  to  form  a . , 


mun.s  l"'  h wh;ch  l0  commence  is  lo  form  a united 

i0UC;  1 ; JsL  blisli  unity  of  action  of  the  workers  m 
front,  to ,li strict,  in  every  region,  m every  country 

factory,  m * , „,7r  „/  *»/  /,,t!  P^U  tnrhu  0t\ 

T,  JmJ  international  scale  is  the  mighty  weapon  which 
° naJlTthe  working  class  capable  not  only  of  successful 
Tit"  bill  -to  of  .< «««</«'  camli-'-ollasnc  aglli„u 
fascism,  against  the  class  enemy. 

Importance  of  the  Untied  Fn»F- 
Is  h not  clear  that  joint  action  by  the  adherents  of  the 
n irtics  and  organisations  of  the  two  Internationals,  he  Con,, 
in' n nisi  and  the  Second  International,  won  d m i naic  the 
repulse  bv  the  masses  of  the  fascist  onslaught,  and  would 
enhance  the  political  importance  of  the  working  class/ 
i ?im  action  bv  the  parties  of  both  Internationals  against 
fascism,  however,  would  not  be  confined  to  influencing  their 
bresent  adherents,  the  Communists  and  Social-Democrats; 
it  would  also  exert  a powerful  influence  on  the  ranks  of  the 
Catholic,  anarchist  and  unorganised  workers,  even  on  those 
who  had  temporarily  become  the  victims  of  fascist 

A^fraov'er,  a powerful  united  front  of  the  proletariat  would 
exert  tremendous  influence  on  all  other  strata  of  the  toiling 
people,  on  the  peasantry,  on  the  urban  petty  bourgeoisie, 
the  intelligentsia.  A*  united  front  would  inspire  the  waver- 
intr  , 'roups  with  faith  in  the  strength  of  the  working  class. 

jf[(,  even  this  is  not  all.  The  proletariat  of  the  imperialist 
rountries  lias  possible  allies  not  only  in  the  toilers  of  its 
nvn  countries,  but  aso  in  the  oppressed  nations  o/  the 
"olonics  and  scm i-col o nies.  Inasmuch  as  the  proletariat  is 
plit  both  nationally  and  internationally,  inasmuch  as  one 
f its  parts  supports  the  policy  of  collaboration  with  the 
ourgeoisie,  in  particular  its  system  of  oppression  in  the 
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colonies  and  semi-colonies,  this  rdicn.ilcs  from  the  working 
ckiss  the  oppressed  peoples  of  the  colonies  and  semi-colonics 
;,nJ  weakens  the  world  anti-imperialist  front*  [{very  step 
on  the  road  to  unity  of  action,  directed  towards  the  support 
nf  flu?  struiigh*  for  the  liberation  of  ihe  colonial  peoples  on 
part  of  the  proletariat  of  the  imperialist  countries,  de- 
notes the  transformation  of  the  colonies  and  semi-colonies 
into  one  of  the  most  important  reserves  of  the  world 
proletariat, 

ff  finally  we  take  into  consideration  that  international 
unity  of  action  lav  the  proletariat  relies  on  the  steadily  grow* 
ing  strength  of  a proletarian  Stott?,  a land  of  socialism,  the 
Soviet  f bnVm*  we  see  what  broad  perspectives  are  revealed 
by  the  realisation  of  united  action  on  the  part  of  the  prole- 
tariat on  a national  and  international  scale.  The  establish- 
ment of  unity  of  action  by  alt  sections  of  the  working  class, 
irrespective  of  their  party  nr  organisational  affiliation,  is 
necessary  even  before  the  majority  of  the  working  class  is 
united  in  the  struggle  for  the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and 
the  victory  of  the  proletarian  revolution , 

fs  it  possible  to  realise  this  unitv  of  aciton  by  the  prole- 
tariat in  the  individual  countries  and  throughout  the  whole 
world?  Yes.  it  is*  And  it  is  possible  at  this  very  moment. 
The  Communist  International  attaches  no  conditions  to  unity 
of  action  except  one . and  that  an  elementary  condition  ac- 
ceptable  for  all  workers,  vie.,  that  the  unity  of  action 
directed  against  fascism,  against  the  offensive  of  capital, 
against  the  threat  of  war,  against  the  class  enemy.  This  is 
our  condition. 

The  Chief  Arguments  of  the  Opponents  of  the 

United  Fro  it  f. 

What  objections  can  the  opponents  of  the  united  front 
have  and  how  do  they  voice  their  objections? 

Some  say  : “ To  the  Communists  the  slogan  of  the  united 
front  is  merely  a manoeuvre."  But  if  it  is  a manoeuvre,  we 
reply,  why  don  t you  expose  the  “ Communist  manoeuvre  " 
by  your  honest  participation  in  a united  front?  We  declare 
frankly  : 1 We  want  unity  of  action  bv  the  working  class, 
so  that  the  proletariat  may  grow  strong  in  its  struggle  against 
the  bourgeoisie,  in  order  that  while  defending  to-dav  its  cur- 
rent interests  against  attacking  capital,  against  fascism,  the 
proletariat  may  be  in  a position  to-morrow  to  create  the  pre- 
liminary conditions  for  its  final  emancipation," 
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irtton  bv  the  workers. 

..  UV  cannor  form  a united  front  with  die  l;nu,n,lllistj 
* # liflVivni  DroLrr',f*1!lli » s*t\s  durd  or  1 

siiuviltev  bn vc  a » ]t  , \.our  programme  differs  On1'' 

Jjj  JX  ..«•  prev.-n.  you  f«"»  ™aK«o„s 

'""'■Thr  »'«<* 

■ f ■ . 1 . tu,i  1 onununixts*.  M}  die  opponent 

against  ftjJWj™  * ’j-  and  the  advocates  of  coalition  \vi(],  th* 
of  (lie  nmb’r*  f ' /ha,  tloes  Germany’s  experience  loach * 
bourgeoisie.  Democrats  form  n bloc  with  tho^ 

J?^r-  'XT  Am.  w.«.  .ho 

..  ,f  we  establish  a united  front  will,  the  Umm^ 

. J.,v  bourgeoisie  will  take  fright  at  the  ked  .<  nnger . 

'et  '/  dcscrT  to  the  fascists.”  we  hear  it  said  quit, 
and  *1  di.  Joes  lhe  liniu>ti  front  represent  a threat  ,0 

frequent!) . J traders,  the  artisans,  the  toiling  in. 

S5^53n“  *■'  Sewtal  front  is  a thrwu  ,0 

ivliose  regime  »ri"g*  eomplcle  ru.n  to  all  ,1** 

^ t r'lti 

‘.V  Cocial-Democracv  is  for  democracy,  the  Communists 
,re  for  dictatorship;  therefore  we  cannot  form  n tinned  front 
the  Communists,”  say  some  of  the  Sma a -Democrat, c 
leaders  But  are  wc  offering  you  now  a united  l runt  for  the 
mroose  uf  proclaiming  the  dictatorship  ot  the  proletariat? 
W'e  make  no  such  proposal  for  the  time  being. 

«*  | et  t|ie  Communists  recognise  democracy,  let  them 
come  out  in  its  defence,  then  we  shall  be  ready  for  a united 
front.”  To  this  we  reply:  We  are  adherents  of  Soviet 
democracy,  the  democracy  of  the  toilers,  the  most 
democracy  in  the  world.  But  in  the  capitalist  countries  we 
defend  and  shall  continue  to  defend  every  inch  of  bourgeon 
democratic  liberties  which  are  being  attacked  by  fascism  and 
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lHJl,r^ntiis  rcaciion*  hrcvmm-  1 1 1 * * inidfi-Ms  of  tin*  H;iss  Mruggh* 
tif  die  prolelari.'il  su  * lit  lair. 

*p  Hut  die  t i it C ummunisi  P;irl ies  do  n[*i  contribute  uny- 
iliing  l>y  participating  in  the  united  from  brought  about  by 
t||C  H-ibtiur  Parly,1*  sa \ lor  insiame  lhe  Labour  leaders  ot 
<;rrat  Mriiain,  KinviM  how  il n*  Austrian  Sot  ial-Democrat i* 
leaders  said  lhe  same  diing  with  reference  to  die  small 
■Ytisiriati  (Vmiimmisl  Party,  And  what  have  even  is  shown  t 
It  was  noi  tin*  Austrian  Sorial-DemorraMr  Party  headed  \ >v 
Olto  Baticr  and  Karl  Kmini  r dint  provt'd  tight*  but  lhe  liny 
Austrian  Oaninmiist  Party  which  at  the  right  moment  sig- 
nalled die  Iasi  i st  danger  in  Austria  and  railed  upon  die 
workers  u*  struggle.  For  the  whole  experience?  of  die  labour 
movement  has  shown  dial  die  Communists  with  all  their 
relative  insignificance  in  numbers  are  the  motive  power  of 
the  militant  activity  of  tile  proletariat-  Besides  ihis,  it  must 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  Communist  Parties  of  Austria  or 
Great  Britain  are  not  only  the  tens  of  thousands  of  workers 
who  are  supporters  of  the  Party,  but  are  parts  ol  the  world 
Communist  movement*  are  Sections  of  the  Communist  Inter- 
national,  the  lead i n g party  of  winch  is  die  party  of  a pro- 
letariat which  has  already  achieved  victory  and  rules  over 
one-sixth  part  of  die  globe* 

“ But  die  united  front  did  not  prevent  fascism  from  being 
victorious  in  the  Saar/1  is  another  objection  advanced  by 
the  opponents  of  the  united  front*  Strange  is  the  logic  of 
these  gentlemen  ! First  ihev  leave  no  stone  unturned  to 
ensure  the  victory  of  fascism  and  then  they  rejoice  with 
malicious  glee  because  the  united  front  which  they  entered 
into  only  at  the  last  moment  did  not  lead  to  die  victory  of 
the  workers* 


14  If  we  were  to  form  a united  from  with  the  Communists, 
wc  should  have  to  withdraw  from  the  coalition,  and  re- 
actionary and  fascist  parties  would  enter  the  government/* 
say  die  Social- Democratic  leaders  holding  cabinet  posts  in 
various  countries*  Verv  well.  Was  not  die  German  Social- 
Democratic  Party  in  a coalition  government?  It  was.  Was 
not  tiie  Austrian  Social-Democratic  Party  in  office?  It 
was.  Were  not  tlie  Spanish  Socialists  in  the  same  govern- 
ment as  the  bourgeoisie?  They  were,  too.  Did  the  partici- 
pation of  the  Social-Democratic  Parlies  in  the  bourgeois 
coalition  governments  in  these  countries  prevent  fascism  from 
attacking  the  proletariat?  It  did  not.  Consequently  it  is 


1 If  h WORKING  CLASS 


« dm  as  dayliglK  *<•?•  porl'.  '|,otiun  „l  Nocii.l-11,. 
minister  i»  Iwurecois  Kov.r„menl»  .s  a 

* r I ft 


**  TJic  Communis  act  hkc  ciit'ia f^ry  want  if) 
siribe  and  diciatf  . v.-ryllim-  t«.  us,  No.  We  |,rt  [^ 
;it)(|,inir  ^ dieutto  noiluna.  \\v  only  niaki: 
mnn-rninu  which  we  .ire  rmnuiml  that  it  realised  t|,i.  ^ 
,T,Wl  the  interests  of  ilu-  u-ilinj;  This  is  *JI 

,!!!•  rkht  hut  the  duty  uf  all  th.»-se  acting  m the  ,1;i[n(m|>; 
liie  workers.  You  are  afraid  ot  the  1 tlietatorshi,,  ” (jf  * 
Communists?  Let  us  jointly  Mibmit  al  proposal*  to  « 
workers,  both  vours  and  ours,  jointly  discuss  them 
choose,  together  with  all  the  workers,  those  proposals  whj^ 
are  most  useful  to  the  cause  ot  the  working  class.  *l 

Thus  all  tJiese  arguments  against  the  united  front 
not  bear  the  slightest  criticism.  I hey  are  rat  her  the  reserva 
tions  of  the  reactionary  leaders  of  Social- Democracy, 
prefer  their  united  front  with  the  bourgeoisie  to  the  „nit^ 
front  of  the  proletariat. 

No.  These  reservations  will  not  hold  water  ! The  inter^ 
national  proletariat  has  known  all  the  bitterness  of  tribulg. 
tion  caused  by  the  spin  in  the  working  tlas>,  and  becomes 
more  and  more  convinced  that  the  unite  it  front,  t lint  unity 
of  action  bv  the  proletariat  on  a national  and  international 
scale  are  both  necessary  and  perfectly  possible. 


inter. 

‘hula. 
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Content  and  Forms  of  the  United  Front. 

What  is  and  ought  to  be  the  basic  content  of  the  united 
front  at  the  present  stage?  I’he  defence  of  the  immediate 
economic  and  political  interests  of  the  working  class,  the 
defence  of  the  working  class  against  fascism,  must  form 
the  starling  pohil  and  main  content  of  the  united  front  m 
ail  capitalist  countries. 

We  must  not  confine  ourselves  to  bare  appeals  to  struggle 
for  the  proletarian  dictatorship,  but  must  also  find  and  ad* 
vance  those  slogans  and  forms  of  struggle  which  arise  out 
of  the  vital  needs  of  the  masses,  and  are  commensurate  with 
their  fighting  capacity  at  the  given  stage  of  development. 

We  must  point  out  to  the  masses  what  they  must  do 
to-day  to  defend  themselves  against  capitalist  spoliation  and 
fascist  barbaritv. 

We  must  strive  to  establish  the  widest  united  front  with 
the  aid  of  joint  action  by  workers’  organisations  of  different 
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trends  for  the  defence  of  the  vital  interests  of  the  toiling 
fnassrs.  This  means: 

First*  joint  struggle  really  to  shift  the  burden  of  the  con- 
£cquLfefites  of  i he  chms  on  to  the  shoulders  of  the  ruling 
classes,  tlie  shoulders  uf  the  capitalists,  landlords — in  u word 
10  the  shoulders  oi  tiau  rich* 

6Yctntd,  joint  struggle  against  all  forms  uf  the  fascist 
offensive,  in  defence  <,t  the  gains  and  the  rights  of  the  toilers, 
against  the  liquidation  of  bourgf'ois-d' mucrahc  liberties. 

Third , joint  struggle  against  the  approaching  danger  of 
imperialist  war,  a struggle  that  will  impede  the  preparations 
for  such  a war. 

We  must  indefatigable  prepare  the  working  class  for  a 
rapid  change  in  forms  and  met  hods  of  struggle  when  there 
is  a change  in  the  situation.  As  the  movement  grows  and 
the  unity  ui  the  working  class  strengthens,  we  must  go  fur- 
ther, and  prepare  the  transition  from  the  defensive  to  the 
offensive  against  capital,  steering  towards  the  organisation 
of  a mass  political  strike.  It  must  be  an  absolute  condition 
of  such  a strike  to  draw  into  it  the  main  trade  unions  of  the 
respective  countries. 

Communists,  of  course,  cannot  and  must  not  for  a 
moment  abandon  their  own  independent  work  of  Communist 
education,  organisation  and  mobilisation  of  the  masses. 
However,  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  that  the  workers  find 
the  road  to  unity  of  action,  it  is  necessary  to  strive  at  the 
same  time  both  for  short-term  and  for  long-term  agreements 
providing  for  joint  action  with  Social-Democratic  Parties , 
reformist  trade  unions  and  other  organisations  of  the  toilers 
against  the  class  enemies  of  the  proletariat.  The  chief  stress 
in  all  this  must  be  laid  on  developing  mass  action  locally, 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  local  organisations  through  local 
agreements. 

While  loyally  carrying  out  the  conditions  of  all  agree- 
ments  made  with  them,  we  shall  mercilessly  expose  all  sabo- 
tage  of  joint  action  on  the  pan  of  persons  and  organisations 
participating  in  the  united  front*  To  any  attempt  to  wreck  the 
agreements  and  such  attempts  mav  possiblv  be  made — we 
shall  reply  by  appealing  to  the  masses  while  continuing  un- 
tiringly to  struggle  for  the  restoration  of  the  broken  unity  of 
action. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  the  concrete  realisation  of 
the  united  front  will  take  various  forms  in  various  countries, 
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common  pj^  f„Jus,riesi  co-ordinated  on 

f"?  ' . ,;,,tionalo r international  scale:  » o-ouhnan-d  anj,m 

regional,  oat  economic  struck-  or  the  work.  ru 

for  tin-  or^n.  political  actions,  tor  the  orgaiiis:,iion  ' 

fascist  attacks ; co-ordinated 

In  the  ' nnZing  of  aid  la  falilical  p.mmrrs 

'(amities  i.>  Hie  field  of  straggle  s«™i  ’<  «ctwn  - j,,;,,, 

i ,h«  defence  of  die  tnlmsls  o / Ike  ym.ll,  ,ln<1 
in  die  field  of  ee-oferefive  «wr*.  cn/lnnl  eel.oi,,, 

it  would  be  insufficient  to  content  ourst-lvcs  with  the  con. 
elusion  of  a pact  providing  for  joint  action  and  the  forma- 
don  of  conLl  co.nroh.ees  consisting  of  Ihe  pen, cs  ,nd 
organisations  par.icipn.ing  in  Hie  united  f on,  ,ke  ,|, 
we' have  in  France,  for  inslance.  rim.  is  only  die  firs, 
„„„  The  paci  is  an  auxiliary  means  for  realising  join.  ac. 
tton  bin  bv  itself  it  does  not  constiiuie  a united  front. 
A contact  commission  between  the  leaders  of  the  Communist 
and  Socialist  parties  is  necessary  to  facilitate  the  carrying 
out  of  joint  action,  but  by  itself  it  is  far  from  adequate  for 
a real  development  of  the  united  front,  for  drawing  die 
broadest  masses  into  the  struggle  against  fascism. 

The  Communists  and  all  revolutionary  workers  must 
strive  for  the  formation  of  elective  (and  in  the  countries 
of  fascist  dictatorship— selected  from  the  most  authoritative 
participants  in  the  united  front  movement)  non- Parly  class 
bodies  of  the  united  front  at  the  factories,  among  the  «n- 
?m ployed,  in  the  working  class  districts,  among  the  small 
ownsmen  and  in  the  villages . Only  such  bodies  will  be 

blc  to  embrace  in  the  united  front  movement  the  vast  masses 
>f  unorganised  toilers  also,  will  be  able  to  assist  in  develop- 
ig  the  initiative  of  the  masses  in  the  struggle  against  the 


l the  initiative  of  the  masses  in  the  struggle  against  the 
ensive  of  capital,  against  fascism  and  reaction,  and  on  this 
sis  to  create  the  necessary  broad  active  rank  and  file  of 
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jhc  united  front,  I lie*  training  of  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
non-Biirty  Bolslirviks  in  flu*  capitalist  count  rirs* 

Join  I aelion  of  1 1 m - organised  workers  is  the  beginning, 
ihc  foundation,  Bm  wr  must  not  si^ht  of  the  f:*ci  that 

thc  unorganised  masses  n institute  the  vast  majority  of 
workers.  I bus,  in  France  tin-  number  of  organised  workers 
^Communists,  Socialists.  trad*-  union  flu-mhurs  of  various 
trends  IS  altogether  nhtrttt  tm r million,  while  the  total  num- 
ber of  workers  is  rlcvim  milium.  In  Great  llrtiain  there  are 
approximately  five  million  members  of  trade  unions  and 
parties  o(  various  trends.  At  the  same  time  the  total  number 
of  workers  is  fourteen  million . In  ihe  United  States  of 
America  about  free  million  workers  are  organised*  while 
altogether  there  are  thirty-eight  million  workers  in  that  coun- 
try"* About  the  same  ratio  holds  good  for  a number  of  other 
countries,  hi  1 * normal  ” tinn-s  this  mass  in  the  main  does 
not  participate  in  poll  oral  life.  But  now  ilus  gigantic  mass 
is  getting  into  motion  more  am!  more,  i*.  being  brought  into 
political  life,  comes  out  in  the  political  arena. 

The  creation  of  nun-Pafty  class  bodies  is  the  best  form 
for  carrying  out,  extending  and  strengthening  the  united 
front  among  the  rank  and  tile  of  the  broadest  masses.  These 
bodies  will  likewise  be  the  best  bulwark  against  every  at- 
tempt of  the  Opponents  of  the  united  front  to  disrupt  the 
established  undv  of  action  of  the  working  class. 

The  Anti-Fascist  People’s  Front . 

In  the  mobilisation  of  tin;  toiling  masses  for  the  struggle 
against  fascism,  the  formation  of  a hroad  people's  anti- fascist 
front  on  the  basis  at  the  proletarian  united  front  is  a particu- 
larly important  task.  The  success  of  the  entire  struggle  of 
the  proletariat  is  closely  connected  with  the  establishment 
of  a fighiing  alliance  between  the  proletariat  on  the  one  hand 
and,  on  tin*  other  hand,  the  toiling  peasantry  and  the  mass 
ot  the  urban  petty  bourgeoisie  which  constitute  a majority 
in  the  population  of  even  industrially  developed  countries. 

In  its  agitation,  fascism,  desirous  of  winning  these  masses 
to  its  own  side,  tries  to  set  the  toiling  masses  of  the  cities 
■ . * ■ ■ . against  the  revolutionary  proletariat, 

intimidating  the  petty  bourgeoisie  with  the  bugaboo  of  the 

. , ^ must  /urn  the  spearpoinl  in  the  oppo- 

site direction  ami  show  the  toiling  peasants,  artisans  and  toil- 
ing intellectuals  whence  the  real  danger  threatens.  We  must 
show  them  concretely  who  piles  the  burden  of  taxes  and  im- 
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But  this  is  not  enough.  . 
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«hf  ihe  basic  interests  of  (he  proletariat.  combining  ... 

process  of  struggle  .he  denrands  of  .he  »orl<,„g  class  wi,h 

*7n‘tomtog  the  antf-fascisl  people's/™...,  a enm 

o these  organisations  and  par  .es  to  wh.d.  a con. 
Krible  number  of  the  toiling  peasantry  and  the  mass  „f 
Durban  petty  bourgeoisie  belong  is  of  great  unportance. 
In  the  capitalist  countries  the  majority  of  these  parties 

and  organisations,  political  as  well  “ ?re  ^ 

under  the  influence  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  follow  it.  I he 

social  composition  of  these  parties  and 
heterogeneous.  They  include  big  kulaks  (rich  peasants) 
bv  side  with  landless  peasants,  big  business  men  alongside 
of  pettv  shopkeepers,  but  control  win  the  hands  of  the 
former,'  the  agents  of  big  capital,  rhis  makes  u our  duty 
to  approach  these  organisations  m different  .cays,  taking 
into  consideration  that  not  infrequently  the  bulk  of  the  mem- 
bership does  not  know  anything  about  the  real  political 
character  of  its  leadership.  Under  certain  conditions,  we 
can  and  must  bend  our  efforts  to  the  task  of  drawing  these 
parties  and  organisations  or  certain  sections  of  ilitin  to  the 
side  of  the  anti-fascist  people’s  front,  despite  their  bourgeois 
leadership.  Such,  for  instance,  is  to-day  the  situation  in 
France  with  the  Radical  Party,  in  the  United  States  with 
various  farmers’  organisations,  in  Poland  with  the  11  Stron- 
nictwo  Ludowe,"  in  Yugoslavia  with  the  Croatian  Peasants' 
Partv,  in  Bulgaria  with  the  Agrarian  League,  in  Greece 
with  the  Agrarians,  etc.  But  irrespective  of  whether  there 
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j5  any  dinner  uf  air  meting  iIiom-  parlirs  and  organisations 
10  [hi’  .side  of  the  people's  from,  our  tar  lie  s must  un (ter  all 
circumstances  hr  dirrcmd  inwards  drawing  the  small 
peasants,  an i sans,  haiiiiit  f vl*  .,  among  their  mrm- 
l,ers  into  the  anti-fascist  people's  front. 

Von  sir  conhtrijiientlv  that  in  this  field  we  must  put  an 
end  all  along  the  line  in  what  frequently  occurs  in  our 
practical  work  ihe  ignoring  of  or  contemptuous  altitude 
towards  the  various  organisations  and  put  tics  of  the  peasants, 
artisans  and  urban  petty-bourgeois  masses. 

Cardinal  Questions  of  the  United  Front  hi  Individual 

Countries . 

'1  here  are  in  every  country  certain  cardinal  questions 
which  at  the  present  stage  are  agitating  vast  masses  of  the 
population  and  around  which  the  struggle  fur  the  estab- 
lishment erf  the  united  iront  must  be  developed.  If  these 
cardinal  points,  cardinal  questions,  are  properly  grasped, 
it  will  ensure  and  accelerate  die  establishment  of  the  united 
front. 

(a)  The  United  Stales  of  A m erica. 

Let  us  take,  tor  example,  so  important  a country  in  the 
capitalist  world  as  the  l nited  States  of  America.  There 
millions  of  people  have  been  brought  into  motion  by  the 
crisis*  I hu  programme  fur  the  recovery  of  capitalism  has 
collapsed-  \ asi  masses  are  beginning  to  abandon  the  bour- 
geois parties,  and  are  at  present  at  the  crossroads. 

Incipient  American  fascism  is  endeavouring  to  direct  the 
disillusionment  and  discontent  of  these  masses  into  re- 
actionary fascist  channels.  It  is  a peculiarity  of  t lie  develop- 
ment ot  American  fascism  that  at  the  present  stage  it  appears 
principally  in  the  guise  of  an  opposition  to  fascism,  which 
it  accuses  of  being  an  11  un-American  11  tendency  imported 
from  abroad.  In  contradistinction  to  German  fascism* 
which  acts  under  anti-constitutional  slogans,  American 
fascism  tries  to  portray  itself  as  the  custodian  of  the  constitu- 
tion and  11  American  democracy."  It  does  not  yet  repre- 
sent a directly  menacing  force.  But  if  it  succeeds  in  pene- 
trating  to  the  broad  masses  who  have  become  disillusioned 
with  the  old  bourgeois  parties,  it  may  become  a serious 
menace  in  the  very  near  future. 

And  what  would  the  success  of  fascism  in  the  United 
States  entail?  For  the  toiling  masses  it  would,  of  course, 
entail  the  unrestrained  strengthening  of  the  regime  of  ex- 
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{nlTJl?£  And  Here  it  must  be  said  that  under  American 

° v^ns  die’  creation  of  a mass  party  oi  toilers,  a 

Fanners’  Party,"  jm&'l  serve  as  SUch  a 

stiit able  form . Such  a party  would  be  a specific  form.  oj 
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ESe  to  growing  fascism.  Such  a party,  of  course,  wl], 
be  neither  Socialist  nor  Communist.  l>r"  11  “•»  hoee  Ic  be 
an  anti-fascist  party  and  not  an  antr-Coaimunts.  party  The 
programme  of  this  party  must  be  directed  against  the  banks, 
trusts  and  monopolies,  against  the  principal  enemies  of  the 
people  who  are  gambling  on  its  misfortunes.  Such  a party 
will  be  equal  to  its  task  only  if  it  defends  the  urgent  demands 
of  the  working  class,  only  if  it  fights  for  genuine  social  leg*, 
faiion,  for  unemployment  insurance;  only  it  it  fights  for 
land  for  the  white  and  black  share-croppers  and  for  their 
liberation  from  the  burden  of  debt ; only  if  it  works  for  the 
cancellation  of  the  farmers  indebtedness*  only  if  it  fights 
for  die  equal  status  of  the  Negroes;  only  if  it  fights  for  the 
demands  of  the  war  veterans,  and  for  the  interests  of  the 
members  of  the  liberal  professions,  the  small  business  men, 
the  artisans.  And  so  on. 

It  goes  without  saying  that  such  a party  will  fight  for 
the  election  of  its  own  candidates  to  local  offices,  to  the  state 
legislatures,  to  the  House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate. 

Our  comrades  in  the  United  States  acted  rightly  jn  taking 
the  initiative  for  the  creation  of  such  a party.  But  they  still 
have  to  take  effective  measures  in  order  to  make  the  creation 
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such  a party  the  cause  of  the  masses  themselves.  The 
question  of  forming  a **  Workers’  and  Farmers’  Party/’  and 
jis  programme,  should  be  discussed  at  mass  mertings  of 
the  people  ^ c should  develop  the  most  widespread  move- 
ment for  dm  creation  of  such  a party,  and  take  the  lead  in  it. 

In  no  case  must  the  initiative  of  organising  the  party  be 
allowed  pass  to  elements  desirous  of  utilising  the  discon- 
lent  of  die  masses  which  have  become  disillusioned  in  both 
the  bourgeois  panics.  Democratic  and  Republican,  in  order 
to  create  a third  party  11  in  die  United  States,  as  an  anti- 
Communist  party,  a party  directed  against  the  revel uiionarv 

movement. 

{b)  Great  Britain, 

In  Great  Britain,  as  a result  of  the  mass  action  of  the 
British  workers.  Mosley’s  fascist  organisation  has  for  the 
time  being  been  pushed  into  the  background,  Bui  we  must 
not  close  our  eves  to  the  fact  that  the  so-called  **  National 
Government  " is  passing  a number  of  reactionary  measures 
directed  against  the  working  class,  as  a result  of  which 
conditions  are  being  created  in  Great  15 ri tain,  too,  which 
will  make  it  easy  for  the  bourgeoisie,  if  necessarv,  to  pro- 
ceed to  a fascist  regime.  At  the  present  stage,  fighting  the 
fascist  danger  in  Great  Britain  means  primarily  fighting 
the  " National  Government  ” and  its  reactionary  measures, 
fighting  the  Offensive  of  capital,  fighting  for  the  demands 
of  the  unemployed,  fighting  against  wage  reductions  and 
for  the  repeal  of  all  those  laws  with  the  "help  of  which  the 
British  bourgeoisie  is  lowering  the  standard  of  living  of  the 
masses. 


But  the  growing  hatred  of  the  working  class  for  the 
“ National  Government  " is  uniting  increasingly  large  num- 
bers under  the  slogan  of  the  formation  of  a new  Labour 
Government  in  Great  Britain,  Can  the  Communists  ignore 
this  frame  of  mind  of  the  masses,  who  still  retain  faith  in 
a Labour  Government?  No.  comrades.  Wc  must  find  a 
way  of  approaching  these  masses.  We  tell  them  openly, 
as  did  the  Thirteenth  Congress  of  the  British  Communist 
Parly,  that  we  Communists  are  in  favour  of  a Soviet 
government,  as  the  only  form  of  government  capable  of 
emancipating  (lie  workers  from  the  voke  of  capital.  But  you 
want  a Labour  Government?  Very  welt.  We  have  been 
and  are  fighting  hand  in  hand  with  you  for  the  defeat  of  the 
H National  Government.”  We  are  prepared  to  support  your 
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V nation  of  the  British  Communists  is  a correct  one. 
I.  »MI  l.o  P them  to  set  up  a militant  un  ted  front  with  ,he 
millions  of  members  of  the  Bnttsh  trade  untons  and  the 
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British  Labour  Party.  ....... 

While  always  remaining  in  the  front  ranks  of  the  figh  ,„g 

propria,,  and  ot 

rhmw  oHhc  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  establishment  of 

I Soviet  government— the  Communists,  in  defining  their 

immediate  political  aims,  must  not  attempt  to  leap  over  those 
necessarv  stages  of  the  mass  movement  m the  course  of 
which  the  working  class  masses  bv  their  own  experience 
outlive  their  illusions  and  pass  over  to  the  side  of 

Communism. 


(c)  France. 

France,  .as  we  know,  is  a country  in  which  the  working 
class  is  setting  an  example  to  the  whole  world  proletariat  of 
how  to  tight  fascism.  The  French  Communist  Party  is 
setting  an  example  to  all  the  sections  of  the  Comintern  of 
how  the  tactics  of  the  united  front  should  be  conducted; 
the  Socialist  workers  are  setting  an  example  of  what  the 
Social-Democratic  workers  of  other  capitalist  countries 
should  now  be  doing  in  the  fight  against  fascism.  The 
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rl,(.  working  class  in  its  own  forces;  it  strengthens  its 
consciousness  of  ihe  leading  role  it  is  plnving  in  relation 
(|lt.  peasantry.  tin:  pretty  bourgeoisie  of  tin-  towns  and  the 
'intelligentsia  : it  extremis  the  influence  of  the  Communist 
party  among  the  working  class  masses,  and  therefore  brings 
new 'strength  to  the  proletariat  in  the  fight  against  fascism. 
It  is  mobilising  in  good  time  the  vigilance  of  the  masses  in 
regard  to  the  fascist  danger.  And  it  will  serve  as  an  infec- 
tious example  for  the  development  of  the  anti-fascist 
struggle  in  other  capitalist  countries  anti  will  exercise  a 
heartening  influence  on  the  proletarians  of  Germany  crushed 
down  by  the  fascist  dictatorship. 


The  victory,  needless  to  sav,  is  a big  one.  but  it  still 
does  not  decide  the  issue  of  the  anti-fascist  struggle.  The 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  French  people  are  un- 
doubtedly opposed  to  fascism.  But  the  bourgeoisie  is  able 
bv  armed  force  to  violate  the  will  of  peoples.  The  fascist 
movement  is  continuing  to  develop  absolutely  freely,  with 
the  active  support  of  monopoly  capital,  the  State  apparatus 
of  the  bourgeoisie,  the  general  staff  of  the  French  army, 
and  the  reactionary  leaders  of  the  Catholic  church — that 
stronghold  of  all  reaction.  The  most  powerful  fascist  or- 
ganisation, the  Croix  de  Feu,  now  commands  300,000  armed 
men,  the  backbone  of  which  consists  of  60.000  officers  of 
the  reserve.  It  holds  strong  positions  in  the  police,  the 
gendarmerie,  the  army,  the  air  force  and  in  all  government 
offices.  The  recent  municipal  elections  have  shown  that 
in  France  it  is  not  only  the  revolutionary  forces  that  are 
growing,  but  also  the  forces  of  fascism.  If  fascism  succeeds 
in  penetrating  widely  among  the  peasantry,  and  in  securing 
the  support  of  one  section  of  the  nrmv,  while  the  other  sec- 
tion remains  neutral,  the  French  toiling  masses  will  not  be 
able  to  prevent  the  fascists  from  coming  to  power.  Com- 
rades, do  not  forget  the  organisational  weakness  of  the 
French  labour  movement,  which  tends  to  facilitate  the  suc- 
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organisations  in  France  at  presen  • 

Fifth  to  secure  by  their  pressure  the  disbanding  and 

disarmin'-  of  the  fascist  organisations,  as  orgamsat.tms  of 

conspirators  against  the  republic  and  agents  of  Hitler  in 

J*  fin/'p 

iiv/';,  to  achieve  the  purging  of  the  State  apparatus,  the 
army  and  the  police  of  the  conspirators  who  are  preparing  a 

fascist  coup.  , • . ,i  t t 

Seventh,  to  develop  the  struggle  against  (lie  leaders  of 

the  reactionary  cliques  of  the  Catholic  church,  as  one  of 

the  most  important  strongholds  of  French  fascism. 

Eighth,  to  link  the  army  up  with  the  anti-fasctst  move- 

iient  bv  creating  in  its  ranks  committees  for  the  defence  of 

the  republic  and  the  constitution,  directed  against  those  who 

want  to  utilise  the  army  for  an  anti-consliltitional  coup 

d’etat;  not  to  allow  the  reactionary  forces  in  France  to  wreck 

the  Franco-Soviet  agreement,  which  defends  the  cause  of 

peace  against  (he  aggression  of  German  fascism. 

And  if  in  France  the  anti-fascist  movement  leads  to  the 

formation  of  a government  winch  will  carry  on  a real 

struggle  against  Frencli  fascism — not  in  word  but  in  deed 

—will  carry  out  the  programme  of  demands  of  the  anti- 
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•S[  jitpipk-V  front,  the  Communists,  while  reran  iiiing  the 
liable  foes  of  every  bourgeois  guvef nineiil  and  Slip* 
irf.rtcrs  of  a Soviet  government,  will  nevertheless,  in  face 
j*f  (|IC  growing  lascist  danger,  be  prepared  lo  support  such 
a government. 

The  t wiled  Front  uml  the  Fascist  Mass  Organisations. 

Comrades,  the  tight  tor  the  establishment  ol  a united 
< fill  in  countries  where  the  tas.  isis  are  in  power  is  perhaps 
jlt>  most  important  problem  that  confronts  us.  In  such 
•t  untrit-s,  of  course,  the  light  is  carried  on  under  far  more 
jiflictili  conditions  than  is  the  case  in  countries  which  have 
. t,a]  labour  movements.  Nevertheless,  all  the  conditions 
in  fascist  countries  for  the  development  of  a real  anti- 
fascist people's  tront  in  the  struggle  against  the  fascist 
dictatorship,  since  (lie  Social-Democratic,  Catholic  and  other 
workers,  in  Germany  for  instance,  are  in  a position  to  realise 
„ll)re  directly  the  necessity  for  a joint  struggle  with  the 
Communists  against  the  fascist  dictatorship.  Wide  siraia 
of  the  petty  bourgeoisie  and  the  peasantry,  having  already 
tasted  tiie  bitter  fruits  of  fascist  rule,  are  growing  increasingly 
discontented  and  disillusioned,  which  fact  makes  it  easier  to 
enlist  them  in  the  anti-fascist  people's  front. 

I hit  the  principal  task  in  fascist  countries,  particularly 
in  Germany  and  Italy,  where  fascism  has  managed  to  gain 
a mass  basis  and  has  forced  the  workers  and  other  toilers 
into  its  organisations,  consists  in  a skilful  combination  of 
the  struggle  against  the  fascist  dictatorship  from  without  and 
its  undermining  from  within,  inside  the  fascist  mass  organi- 
sations and  bodies.  Special  methods  and  means  of 
approach  suited  to  the  concrete  conditions  prevailing  in  these 
countries  must  be  learned,  mastered  and  applied,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  rapid  disintegration  of  the  mass  basis  of  fascism 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  overthrow  of  the  fascist  dicta- 
torship. We  must  learn,  master  and  apply  this,  and  not 
only  shout  “ Down  with  Hitler  l"  and  “ Down  with 
Mussolini !"  Yes,  learn,  master  and  apply. 

This  is  a difficult  and  complex  task.  It  is  all  the  more 
difficult  because  our  experience  in  successfully  combating 
the  fascist  dictatorship  is  extremely  limited.  Our  Italian 
comrades,  for  instance,  have  already  been  fighting  under 
the  conditions  of  a fascist  dictatorship  for  about  thirteen 
years.  Nevertheless,  they  have  not  succeeded  in  developing 
a rt;al  mass  struggle  against  fascism,  and  therefore  they 
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it  artm-ly  arc  *,l  " « ™ ,„c  Sccial. 

llic  CommuniMs.  and  Hu  “ ° „f  ,!„•  toilers  haw 

llcicvr  .lK'  workers.  »•'  ,»,ssil,ili„es  anrl 

no.  ret  h.so,ne  aware  I tlu  rr.  . ,,rc 

methods  ot  overthrowing:  tuts  . • , . 

1 • ■ 'el. jo  .....  must  bear  in  mind  when 

tainine  n waiting  position.  I his  * mus  n 

we  outline  our  tasks  in  the  stru^1'*  ;,.L-'a,"sl  f,lsn  "1 

. i i-  c,iiH(.  md  addIv  special  methods 

manv.  and  when  we  x-ek.  study  ana  appiy  -j 

of  bringing  about  the  undermining  and  overthrow  oi  the 

fascist  dictatorship  in  (iermany. 

In  order  to  he  able  to  strike  a telling  Mow  at  the  fascist 
dictatorship,  we  must  first  find  out  what  is  its  most  vul- 
nerable paint.  What  is  the  Achilles’  heel  of  the  fascist  dir. 
tutorship  ? In  social  basis.  The  latter  is  extremely  hetero- 
■eneous.  It  is  made  up  ot  various  classes  and  various  strutas 
d siK'ictv.  I;ascism  has  proclaimed  itself  the  sole  represeutn- 
ive  of  .ill  classes  and  strata  of  the  population:  the  mams 
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. wjurvf  I *^lt+  wufkft,  1 1 iv  milJp iu.iih-  ami  iUc  nnumpUjyeil, 
fitnht’t  iirnl  tin*  Mitall  ilu*  i ajittalist  and  tlir 

1 l|isafi-  ^ f1"  r<‘ri<^  tM  'kdvnd  dir  >t>  <.t  Uiciie  suatn, 

intc^  ilu-  ihiU'in.  Hut  miii  v tt  is  a dictatorship  of 

1 1 t.iN  twn  muM  im-vitalih  mme  into  con- 

i wlih  i|s  *»**l>3»  *■' M |,L^  ell  thv  inori’  situ  i*,  undvr  the 

J Vcj5(  dii  i.itondup,  tin*  class  t ontiadinliMllh  btitween  the 

ik>ck  t>l  H nv  i;,l  ni.i^naii#s  ami  id i r - owr v% lu  lrmn^  majonty 
the  arc  Hi  tni”  I it  out  in  |;rrul<-*t  r*lir(, 

y*v  { ,i  ft  lr  id  tin  In  i dt-t  isiw  Miuyglc  ft  if  ihtr 

mI  the  ditlalni  s||tp  uni)  b)  getting  lh« 

tf'IrkciN  li;iv‘‘  ht-rn  lou-tul  int<-  ihc  last  im  organisaiionSi 
'l°havc  jtHmnl  them  through  i^iuiraiM  v,  to  take  pan  in  flic 

bit  tbr  ilfli-Mtc  m!  llunr  ecuno- 
ouldiial  and  i ultur.il  inf'  hms.  It  is  tur  this  jvavjn 
h it  l^lc  t Miiuitum^t'i  must  v\‘*rh  in  lUrsc  organisations,  as 
1 .best  clifiuipion''  thr  -lo-d.i\  inlorM'.  ul  the  mass  of 
members,  and  must  beai  in  mind  Miat  as  tin*  workers  belong- 
, to  these  organis.Mi"iis  l>t*gin  more  and  mure  frequently’ 
demand  tln-ir  nglit*.  ..ml  (let r* ml  t u*ir  interests,  they  in- 
cvitablv  come  inio  lonlhct  will i llic  fascist  dictatorslnjj. 

|n  deleitdmg  the  urgent  and,  at  first,  the  most  elementary 
interests  of  the  toiling  masses  ot  town  and  country,  it  is 
comparatively  easier  t<>  find  a common  language  not  only 
•tfi  ii)(-  i otiscious  anti-fascists,  Imt  also  with  those  toilers 
who  are  >tdl  support,  is  of  fascism,  but  are  disillusioned 
nd  dissatisfied  with  its  policy,  and  are  grumbling  and  seek- 
ing an  occasion  for  expressing  their  discontent.  We  must 
in  "oncral  realise*  that  all  otir  tactics  in  countries  where  a 
fascist  dictatorship  prevails  must  be  of  such  a character  as 
nut  to  repulse  the  tank-and-file  supporters  of  fascism,  not 
t0  throw  them  once  more  into  the  arms  of  fascism,  but  to 
deepen  the  chasm  between  the  fascist  leaders  and  the  mass 
of  disillusioned  rank-and-file  followers  of  fascism  drawn 
from  the  toiling  strata. 

We  need  not  be  dismayed,  comrades,  if  the  people 
mobilised  around  these  day-to-day  interests  consider  them- 
selves either  indillen  m to  politics  or  even  followers  of 
fascism.  The  important  tiling  for  us  is  to  draw  them  into 
the  movement  which  although  it  mav  not  at  first  proceed 
openly  under  the  slogans  of  the  struggle  against  fascism, 
is  already  objectively  an  anti-fascist  movement  counter- 
posing  these  masses  against  the  fascist  dictatorship. 
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<ta  . ...ii-lios  US  ,,mt  ’ i|ii;uili'r»hi|>  |>r«-viii|s 

. (*(|ilrU.s  wh (.rc  a ' ,ulIf„t..l  .md  irntnirq. 

imfo**11,1, \'P ,llv  «i  ,ns  <"  '•‘II  mtu  PBV*,'"v> 

to  cone  «it  ■ jnl  t»f  view  m vni.ral  | 

To  im*l>l  ° ..,1  nia'S  1 r t-l(tl,sl„|>.  1,1  I"1'!  I"iins 

I . ^ i ..Ij.'kvl  i J |l  1* ' 1 ■ rt’  i 


mi hcaUM  i';  , i , nrijviu™  * 

P*1  1 i - tthicli  I*-1'1’  alri'^dj  j .liscil  und  -‘Pi’hvd  111  *m 
then,?f  USs  ilia'  i'i"M  * ^nCfvVc  niust  very  nsolm,iv 
ot  CMIUJ  vJJeciive  nunn*  r*  work  in  ih,. 

org;i"IMS  ' | tendency  m , . lix  (lermanv  .uni  in 

P*  *"  't  £*misati<>ns.  1,1  U:  \;J  comrades  concealed 

I^umbUr  of  Other  Ulf^^'vxvn  their  di«*t  refusal  ,0 
*n.l,n  .mil  frci|uenth  . ■ ns  jjv  pulling  wmk  m 

[ I . . 1,0  fascist  mass  org*'»  ■ k |n  ( he  fascist  mass 

srtt  i«  ••>**  «■** 

oreanisnions.  In  »ll,,l>i  0 work  being  conducted  very 
oaf* distinction  wh .cl.  K^ ^ bolh  jn  the  fascist  mass 

organisations  and  in  t he  failuf  U »*  . t t ul1„m mists  in  the 

Vet  it  is  parliOUto#  ff^Jberevt-r  the  masses  are  to  be 
fascist  conn  tries  jJ“'u  nrjVed  the  workers  ut  their  own  legal 
found.  Fascism  has  *P"\' L , faScist  organisations  upon 
organisations.  It  l«*  » ““  w<w,„  arc  by  compulsion,  or 
them,  and  II  IS  f/ir-rr  T1)t.S4.  mass  fascist  organisations 

to  some  extent  volunjar.  j . ^ ^^egal  held  ot  action, 

can  and  must  be  made  °“r  » v can  and  must  be  made 

where  we  can  meet  the  nias.  • - for  (jlc  defence  of  the 

our  legal  or  semi-legal  >,ar“"£  £ ln  order  to  utilise  these 
day-to-day  interests  of  «>«  ™ — st'rjvc  t0  win  elective  posts 
possibilities,  Commumsts  ‘ object  ot  estab- 

£ A.  tact*  -iT-J  '£  Z,  rid  .hen, solves 

once  and  (or  all  of  .he  prejud.es-  Wj  a J . 

is  unseemly  and  unworthy  of  a revolutionary 

J r ■ Hi, .ft*  pv  sts  a system  known  as 

In  {.ermany,  for  ms  m Mated  that  we  must  leave 

shop  delegates.  But  w i urbanisations?  Cannot  wc 

he  fascists  a monopoly  in  these  g n nftra.:c  Catlio. 
■mWour  to  unite  the  Communist,  Social-Democratic,  l.uiio. 

ic  and  othc?  anti-fascist  workers  in  the  factories  so  that  when 

he  list  of  shop  delegates  is  voted  upon  the  known  agents 


* 'l^T  I tlCMM 


e iho  rtivplu>,#rs  inny  bt*  struck  - *fT  ;ind  oilier  candidates, 
(I  * oVjji^  * onliflt  iH  r <jf  (fit-  workers,  inserted  in  their 

ei\?  PrttClirc  has  already  .shown  that  this  is  possible, 

Arul  1,4,1  l>r^'  l"  f't  W * to  show  tli.it  it  is  pc^sihle, 


* *fitlv  So*  t.iUI  Jcmocmtic;  ;intj  othrr  discont**hied 

i111  u t.rc  i*1  di'mami  \\*ui  ibi*  simp  dt'k'L^uH  r<‘aHv  tlcferul 
*i  e interests  <>f  the  workers? 

**  '[•age  the  *'  Lobftur  front  '*  in  Germany,  »*r  the  fascist 

je  uni,l!l'’  'n  Italy • Is  h n,,t  J'1  ,S!'ib'.i_-  u.  d.  m ind  tli.it  the 
J* onaries  < >t  the  ' I-abour  Front  1m*  .-hi t«-d.  and  not 
*U  ooint*^*  • ,l'  insisf  ,lu,t  1,10  leading  tmdies  of  the  local 
ups  reputt  to  tin-  meetings  of  the  members  of  the  nrgani- 
ff^onS ; «>  address  tin*'.-  demands,  following  a derision  bv 
group'  t*»  the  finplover.  to  the  *'  guardian  of  labour,"  to 
Livieher  hollies  of  die  ■■  Labour  Front  ”?  This  is  possible. 


* fttvided  the  revoliii  ionarv  workers  reallv  work  within  the 
‘•Lakou**  Front  ” and  try  to  obtain  posts  in  it. 

Similar  methods  of  work  are  possible  and  essential  in 
iher  moss  fascist  organisations  also — in  da*  Hitler  Youth 
Lea£uCS*  ’n  T*ie  >!"’r,s  (»rganisations.  in  tin*  Kraft  f/i.rcli 
freude  organisations  (Strength  Through  /oy),  in  the  />nppo 
ijivoro  in  Italy,  in  tin*  co-operatives,  and  so  forth. 

Comrades,  von  will  remember  the  ancient  tale  of  the  rap- 
re  of  Trov.  Troy  was  inaccessible  to  the  armies  attacking  her 
hinks  to  her  impregnable  walls.  And  the  attacking  army, 
ifter  suffering  ntanv  sacrifices,  was  unable  to  achieve  vic- 
tory until  with  the  aid  of  the  famous  Trojan  horse  it  managed 
penetrate  to  the  very  heart  of  the  enemy’s  camp. 

\Ve  revolut ionarv  workers,  it  appears  to  m<\  should  not 
heshv  about  using  the  same  tactics  with  regard  to  our  fascist 
foe  who  is  defending  himself  against  the  people  with  the 
help  of  the  living  wall  of  his  cutthroats. 

He  who  fails  to  understand  the  necessitv  of  applving  such 


tactics  in  the  case  of  fascism,  he  who  regards  such  an  ap- 
proach as  “ humiliating,’’  may  he  a most  excellent  comrade, 
lint,  if  vmt  will  allow  me  to  say  so,  he  is  a windbag  and  not 
a revolutionary,  he  will  he  unable  to  lead  the  masses  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  fascist  dictatorship. 

Growing  up  injirfc  and  onlsidc  the  fascist  organisations 


in  Germany,  Italy  and  the  other  countries  in  which  fascism 
possesses  a mass  basis,  the  mass  movement  for  a united 
front,  starting  with  the  advocacy  of  the  most  elementary 
requirements,  changing  its  forms  and  watchwords  of  the 
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44  , , ,tf extends  ami  gni**.  will  ,,t. 

struggle  as  - r wlttt  w.w  |* 

beUtm*:  ram  tUM  « _ oj  tlu.  h.Si-ist  du  m<t>rsliip. 

I>«*  | hi'  i m | >r  * 1 ( •(Hiiifi'H’v  where  the 

; the  .■stablfel'"*"'  *l,c  »»'<vd  fr<m( 
The  siruggly '•  r :111Ilrtriant  P»,l,l«;,n.  th«*  prohi,^ 
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r.  Sweden,  <■  , tc  position  to  Socijil-I  >(.|norraiic 

Our  attitude  of  nwnls  ,.f  torn  promise  wi,J 

ernmeitts,  wlmh  • » Hut  this  notwithstanding 


ment  or  a hmtr^eois  imrlw'S  as  an  tnsurmount 

Democratic  party  w ^I)h5!ll)lcl,t  of  a united  front  win, 

able  obstacle  for  t defini,c  issues.  We  believe  that  in 
the  Social-Democra  s fof  thc  defence  of  the  vital 

such  a case  a • . ,op|e  and  in  the  struggle  against 

interests  of  the  to  .K  f d necessary.  It  stands  to  reason 

fascism  .s  ^sentatives  of  Socia1-Demora,ic 

gSShip  Xrs  At  gw£*  «***“",  ” 

STL'S;  2M~«»  — <« is  **  r";  r kWp 

the  discontented  working  classes  under  control  and  prevent 
them  from  falling  under  the  influence  of  ^n.mumsm  hetter 
and  more  skilfully  than  anyone  else.  Ihc  fait,  however, 
that  Social-Democratic  ministers  are  opposed  to  the  prole, 
tarian  united  front  can  by  no  means  justify  a situation  in 
which  the  Communists  do  nothing  to  establish  a united  front 


of  the  proletariat.  ...  . t,  . 

Our  comrades  in  the  Scandinavian  countries  often  follow 

the  line  of  least  resistance,  confining  themselves  to  propa. 

ganda  exposing  the  Social-Democratic  governments.  This  is 

a mistake.  In  Denmark,  for  example,  the  Social-Democratic 

leaders  have  been  in  tlie  government  for  the  last  ten  years 

and  for  ten  years  day  in  and  day  out  the  Communists  have 

iieen  reiterating  that  it  is  a bourgeois, a capitalist  government. 

\\V  have  to  assume  that  the  Danish  workers  arc  acquainted 

with  this  propaganda.  The  fact  that  a considerable  majority 
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rtj,^|rss  volt*  f^r  t hr  ial-l  Vmocralic  (jov^Tnment  party 

t.s  tu  slum  th.il  tin*  rxjhismc  *■(  tin*  iMivcfivmnU  *iU 
^/  riirrt  *’■  til'*  < ’mmnmiisis  by  j u < tp.i^.ttula  t\  mj  * 

|hff*n*,H**  I1  IM'f  pfl>V*\  I it  »\\v\ »Tf  th.il  tlit'M*  huu<lr*uls 

iX\ ' 1,1  ^ f j r k i ■ r >■  ari-  s.ttisfn*<l  with  *31  ib«-  ^ov**ru* 

^ ijil  nifasun's  of  lh6  Social- Democratic  ministers*  No,  they 

,lH  not  sot i* with  ili«-  far ( lh;il  by  its  so-called  41  crisis 
il?rt*t*n,t'rit  " ^Je  ^^W-Oemocralte  govermnim  assists  thc 
**  ird/u^/br*  att'*  hinduicners  *ir>d  not  ihr  vwirkers  ami  pour 
I "lo‘y  ar^  ii * >1  satis  tb  *1  unit  th*-  dr*  rtr  issued  by  the 
^ ■ernnicot  in  January  1933*  which  deprived  the  workers 
ri^ht  Ur  xtnki\  I hey  art?  not  satisln  d with  the  govrm- 
0 ni  di^  isnm  to  re-artn  the  pitlic*  and  quarter  (hem  in  bar- 
^ ^ks  Tlirv  ;tr<-  noE  Siuislnj<l  with  the  project  tA  ihe  S<k  ial- 
fiiiinocnitic  leadershii)  for  a dangerous  anti-democratic 
jeetorat  reform  (. whit'li  would  omsiderabiy  reduci*  the  num- 
j * af  deptdies)*  I shall  hardly  be  in  error,  comrades,  it  1 
,L  #e  that  99  per  cent,  of  the  Danish  worke  rs  do  nrjf  approve 
V [tu'se  political  steps  taken  by  the  Social-DenuKratic 
leaders  and  ministers. 

Is  it  not  possible  for  the  Communists  to  call  upon  the 
je  union  and  Social*- Democratic  organisations  of  Den* 
lark  to  discuss  tlir  various  burning  issues,  t* v express  their 
Pinions  on  them  and  jointly  come  out  lur  a pri>letarian 
niied  front  with  the  object  of  obtaining  the  workers’  de- 


nds  ■ 


united  front  wnii  me  onjeci  ot  outatnmg  me  wnrKi-rs  uc- 

nds?  lu  October  of  Inst  year,  when  our  Danish  com- 
rades appealed  to  the  trade  unions  to  act  against  the  reduc- 
tion of  unemployment  relief  and  for  the  democratic  rights 
of  ihe  trade  unions,  about  a hundred  local  trade  union  or- 
ganisations joined  thc  united  front. 

In  Sweden  a Social-Democratic  government  is  for  the 
third  time  in  power,  but  the  Swedish  Communists  have 
for  a long  time  refused  to  apply  the  united  front  tactics  in 


practice. 


Why?  Was  it  because  thev  were  opposed  to 


ihe  united  front?  No,  in  principle,  of  course,  they  were 
for  the  united  front,  for  a united  front  in  general,  hut  they 
failed  to  understand  in  what  circumstances,  on  what  ques- 
tions, in  defence  of  what  demands  a proletarian  united  iront 
could  be  successful  I v established,  where  and  how  to  " hook 
on.'*  A few  months  before  thc  Social -Democratic  Party 
formed  its  government,  it  advanced  during  the  elections  a 
platform  containing  demands  which  were  the  very  thing 
to  include  in  a platform  of  the  proletarian  united  front.  For 
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«wttptei  <he  S^ljuka  art  end  io  *Im‘  r,,hl  v uf  delay  jtl  tJ?J 

rt/J  Ji-r  . 1 r • ■ . j i , , . i * ■ >n  ■,  "|iu«„ 


iiin->n>*n  or  mmz  • ..  ..  t*r,,htfi;i  org>misali<nts  likm  ,< 

o/J  age  fav.,M  organisation'.  ‘ **« 

«**  

■»«*  s"'';V» ;M  '??  "■«. 

i ‘ K^rilid  bv  (fir  S,,  i.il-l  Vin...  t.,1s  a ltd  . 

,f<.mamN  .*  • - (([  Sh  i.,M  U-nimTalic  governm#? 


.n  10  U tlx-  formation  of  a f r»»x-n, 

,1'mh*  that  now  these  d.-mnmN  — I-  Whai 

2uW  haw  been  more  natur.l  m *«*».  •'  ""<»  wl,at 

* , , ,ve  suited  <lx-  working  t.mSM-s  bMirr  than  an  app(Vll 

. ( ommunist  Party  to  all  Sk. at- IV, noetic  and  tr** 
o*  1,11  v . • , |,.L-r  ,i«i nr  action  to  m-ch re  H , 

Znl^ncJ  by  the  Soaal-Democratec  /Mr ty ? 

If  vve  had  succeeded  in  r<-.ill.\  mobilising  th.-  broad 
in  welding  the  .SociaMVnuxrnl.r  ami  ( omm,mis| 

workers'  organisations  into  a m these 

Inlands  which  the  Sod.l-D«nocr0ts  thenw  lvt  s bad  ^ 
vi need  no  one  can  doubt  that  the  ■ U,s  »f  A«Vti,n 

i;,tl|d  have  gained  thereby.  'Hje  Scxmd-I  emocrat.c  mini*, 
ters  of  Sweden,  of  course,  would  not  have  been  very  happy 
over  it,  for  in  that  case  the  government  u..uld  liavr  been 
compelled  to  meet  at  least  some  of  these  .lemands.  At  any 
rate,  what  has  happened  now.  when  the  government  instead 
of  abolishing  has  raised  some  of  the  dull, s,  inMead  of  r(s 
striding  militarism  has  enlarged  the  military  budget,  and 
instead  of  rejecting  any  legislation  directed  against  the  trade 
unions  has  itself  introduced  such  a bill  m I arl lament,  would 
not  have  happened.  True,  on  the  last  issue  the  t omniums, 
Partv  of  Sweden  carried  through  a good  mass  campaign  in 


Part y of  Sweden  carried  through  a goixl  mass  campaign  m 
the  spirit  of  the  proletarian  united  front  with  the  result  that 
in  the  end  even  the  Social-Democratic  parliamentary  frac- 
tion felt  constrained  to  vote  against  the  government  bill,  with 
the  result  that  for  the  time  being  the  bill  lias  been  defeated. 

The  Norwegian  Communists  were  right  in  calling  upon 
the  organisations  of  the  Labour  Party  to  organise  joint  May 
Day  demonstrations  and  in  putting  forward  a number  nf 
demands  which  in  the  main  coincided  with  the  demands 
contained  in  the  election  platform  of  the  Norwegian  Labour 
Party.  Although  this  step  in  favour  of  a united  from  was 
poorly  prepared  and  the  leadership  of  the  Norwegian  Labour 
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Iififiy  13 ' faunl  f t*  tnt,n.\LTtiiu>ns  !<>ok  place 

thirty  hn'trtiittis. 

I-orim-rlv  many  ( -inmimiM,  used  l„  be  afraid  that  it 

viiut*l  b'  "I'i1  '!’*UI  ,ni  "a  tin  ii  jiart  u tin-.  .I.,,  ||i.{  ouinler 

..a  Diirtial  drinaml  Ml  ill,.  S(»ruU»H« ....  a 


til'**1  - - ■ mm  i iiei  ||<1I  (i.iilllU 

y [Mfiial  demand  of  the  SocutLDem  .<  , t.v  d-  inmuls 

nl  fbeir  own  which  were  iwtcc  as  radical.  I hat  was  .i  naive 
mistake.  I,  s<h  i .I-H.-iiim,  rais,  to.  nisi ;(})*■••,  di-mandcd  the 

jissolutn,"  bn*  b,s<  ist  orgams.Miuns,  it,.*.  .*  w.,s  no  i.  nsmi 

rt|iy  we  should  add  : and  il,<*  disbanding  of  the  Stale 

police  *.  li'  i|en,ain I « 1 1 ' • 1 1 w<niU|  \H:  ex(H-dicni  under  d,f- 
fererit  cm  uiiistarn,  sj.  \\i-  should  rather  n il  die  Sodal- 
peniociaiu  ",,f  *'-,s  * * *‘r‘*  1,-imIv  io  ao i;j,i  these  demands 

(,f  your  i'.oty  as  <h*mamls  nl  (he  prnletaiimi  united  front 
,nd  arc  ready  io  light  u.  Hu-  end  |..r  theii  realisation.  Let 

join  hands  tor  llu-  bank*. 

In  Chechoslovakia  also  certain  liemands  advanced  by  ihe 
eweh  and  the  (.r:i>..,„  s..c I -Democrats,  and  the  reformist 
trade  nmo.is.  can  and  slmulil  be  utilised  for  the  establish- 
ment ‘>t  nulled  b‘*ui  of  t!„.  working  class.  When  the 
jjucial-DciiUM  ra!*.,  lor  install,  t\  demand  work  for  the  un- 
eOiploved.  the  abolition  of  ii.,-  laws  restricting  municipal 
self-government,  as  they  have  done  ever  sin,  e 1927,  these 
demands  muM  be  nude  concreie  in  each  Incrtliiv,  in  each 
district,  and  a !:  Jit  must  be  carried  on  band  in  band  with 
the  Soda  I- Democrat  ic  organisations  for  their  actual  realisa- 
tion- Dr,  wlivu  the  Social-Democratic  parties  thunder 

jigainsl  tlx*  eSpoit,  nis  , '1  fascism  in  the  Stale  apparatus  “ in 
general,  Ibe  propel  tiling  to  do  is  in  each  particular  district 
,()  drag  into  (lie  light  of  da.  the  particular  local  fascist 
spokesmen , and  together  with  the  Social-Democratic  workers 
demand  their  removal  from  government  employ. 

In  Jielgium  the  leaders  of  the  S.K-ialist  Party,  with  Emile 

\ andcrv  < Idt  «it  tin  n be, id,  bav,*  entered  a coalition  gov  ern- 
ment. This  " success  ” they  have  achieved  thanks  to  their 
lengthy  and  extensive  campaign  for  two  main  demands: 
<l)  The  abolition  of  the  emergency  decrees,  and  (2)  The  realU 
sotion  of  the  de  Man  phut,  I lie  first  issue  is  very  important. 
The  preceding  government  issued  150  reactionary  emergency 
decrees,  which  are  an  extremely  heavy  burden  on  the  toiling 
people.  It  was  proposed  to  repeal  them  at  once.  Such  was  the 
demand  of  the  Socialist  Party,  lvut  have  many  of  these  emer- 
gency decrees  been  repealed  by  the  new  government?  It 
has  not  rescinded  a single  one.  It  has  only  mollified  some- 
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ft  aU 


till  , 

o , Ml  iMilcf  (u  f 117*1, 

"*  , (v\v  »(  tl**"  '' ‘l,,,’r.^l|!”  ; ..(tlcllU  lH  of  ll"'  K,  »‘  >*H|S  5 

W 7 i •■ token  lw>nH,“  sI  ij.  tli  rs  | lil.*-  “ i*.k,.„  > 
**"  °[>t  !L  n.^.an  Socialist  lll(.  jMj. 

tar  " *«»ch  f ,,,  .mlliolis  tlllC  «>  '!*'  U . 

As  «g*«5  ! ‘ i,as  when  » <"r'!  <i"1  ■' 1 ;vjm-.-,,.€1  b 

M m pin".  ll,e  The  Socialist  miniM,‘ts  > 

the  »««  /-•  ^ ‘7-;  in.  «n,i 

noiincetl  <hat  1 . . ■„,«  ,,f  rlc  Ma"  > l’1-'”  «h««W  hr  , :iIrj 


me  1 , t a j . , r , ' «uitj 

nounced  «hat  ' . j „t  lie  Man  s I*  0?  ?,h 
only  (hose  lm  - , the  posilion  *.l  tin-  '"di'Mnal  (;(|lL 

into  effect""4 1 ' L OI1|v  ereader  """M  ” * I,,,sS'blt 

taJists  «ntl  J ^ (tl  jinjtrovr  the  rondm-ms  <>*  the  w.>rUrs 

Hut  Ante  in  ,he  *k-  Mnnplan  ? Th.-  l{,|. 

•*  iK'iiflit"  lm  . ...  ,....1  verit.il>!*'  jc /lower  of 

flan  *«*«*  » I-  ""'.I  Iw  ,£ 

Tlir  IWsian  1 able  lo  pocket  4,500,0m, 000 

manipitlal,l,n,  d'  j ,ju.  expense  <*!  the  wage  canters  ami 
francs  as  dl.  ...sitors.  Km  how  does  u„ 

ll>c  MVI"k?,  ,.„,s  of  l Ik'  .lc  Man  pk...  ? Why.  if  * 
'■"r  *."  o'!'  lhc  Idler  III  the  plan,  ii  promises  to  ••  fro,,. 

tttte ' nnninpol 'st  .!««*  »»<*  

cU  * . . ,*  ,jK.  de  Man  plan,  the  government  has 

appoml. si  a ‘ ■ . (..mtrrj  who  can  now  gailv  ;lnd 

commission  consists  / , 

liphi-hcartedh*  supervise  theniw  i\ ts. 

The  <lc  Man  plan  also  promises  a number  at  oil..-. ; good 

t * ^ 4*  <hnrt£iHtll!  //if  Xi'OfktUff  uit\ * 

Ihings,  sue  l » • „ ..  J minimum  vagi'."  " organisaiion 

;ft“  IhcnS  -slem  of  .<»«/  . 

l°„iS-s  can  support.  We  Ml  B»  «o  Uu-  -;rW|H. 

lotions  of  Belgium  and  say  10  ihem  : I lie  t ap  'ah.  Is  ha« 
already  received  enough  and  even  cno  much.  Let  us  demand 
that  tlie  Social-Democratic  ministers  now  carry  out  the  pro- 
mises  ilicv  made  to  ihe  workers.  Let  ns  pet  together  m a 
united  front  for  the  successful  defence  of  our  interests. 
Minister  Vatidervelde,  we  support  the  demands  on  behalf 
of  the  workers  contained  in  your  platform;  but  \\c  tell  you 
franklv  that  we  take  these  demands  seriously,  that  we  want 
action  and  not  empty  words,  and  therefore  are  uniting  hun* 
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< <f  vvoib-rs  to  \f  m fur  tlti?N5  dcmaii<ls ! 

^ j'jjiis,  mi  ruimliii-s  liavhi^  S<  n iaUl  )rinn<  r,*tir  ^uvi'in- 
ni^t  * u!Himm»Nis  un^ht  in  m,ikr  usib  approprinte 
” jividllill  ^‘jniincls  fr*-m  i ti«<  }4;tlforms  r*t  lhc  SoritiU 

i fatl1  l1'11111"*  r ^1‘  *ijs**l vf*s,  .mil  i*i  1 1 1 « * plt  t tinn  ppHinscs 
/ j|jL*  Jmm  i**l  I >4 ■ i i h m i . 1 1 14  tniiit\i«Ts  as  i hr  siuihng  point  for 
t rc;i|js;Ll  *i  jM  jumi  htiiiiii  will*  il  if  * Sf  ii  hiUDenuH  r^iiic 
1 i,ft^  t »i  ganis;*i  ions,  su  ll m * 1 1 i**y  mas  alMTwards  lh*‘ 

^cire  ciisily  <!i'vH.ip  a ennpaign  for  the  eMabUshment  of  a 
^ front,  hut  on  t\u*  ti.isis  ui  uthrr  mass  demands  to  ht? 
uised  in  thr  struRKli-  against  thr  nffnisivi*  of « apiial,  against 
f'sefen1  and  the  threat  of  war. 

|f  in  list  f 1 1 r 1 1 1 * * r hi-  borne  in  mind  that  if  in  general,  joint 
rtjon  with  thr  SodaUlhmiorratir  panirs  and  organisations 
♦quire*  that  the  * omtnunists  rs**n  Marions  and  suhstan- 
crituh^m  ot  Sot  ial-lit-morrai  y as  ila*  ideok»gy  and 
lUja  ctiCC  of  4'lass  collalinraliun  with  tltr  hour  git  >isir,  and  un- 
fjrinizl v r<}  1*!r  )rm<i<  ratii:  vutrkers  in  a cntiv 

v w**v  1'it'  prMgranun^  and  slogans  ol  ( VimmunihfTi,  in 
f0tlfl tries  having  SoriaM  h-niCK  rat ir  govi-rnmnUs  this  task  is 
t,f  particular  important*  in  1 1 u-  struggle  for  lhc * united  front, 

7 lit*  Struggle  for  Trade  Union  f nitw 
Coiltrotles,  (lie  iimst  impnrl.inl  in  the  consolidation 

r iht-  united  front  must  lie  the  eMablixIiment  of  national 
-nj  international  trade  union  unity. 

As  you  know,  the  disruptive  tactics  of  the  reformist 
leaders  were  applied  most  virulently  in  tin-  trade  unions. 
The  reason  for  this  is  clear.  Here  their  policy  of  class  col- 
laboration with  the  bourgeoisie  found  its  practical  culmina- 
tion directly  in  tin-  factories,  to  the  detriment  of  the  vital 
interests  of  the  working  class.  This,  of  course,  gave  rise 
to  sharp  criticism  and  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  revolu- 
tionary workers  under  the  leadership  of  die  Communists. 
That  is  wliv  the  struggle  between  Communism  ami  reform- 
ism raged  most  fiercely  in  the  trade  unions. 

The  more  difficult  and  complicated  the  situation  became 
for  capitalism,  the  more  reactionary  was  the  policy  of  the 
leaders  of  the  Amsterdam  unions  and  the  more  aggressive 
were  their  measures  against  all  opposition  elements  within 
the  trade  unions.  Even  the  establishment  of  the  fascist  dic- 
tatorship in  Germany  and  the  intensified  capitalist  offensive 
in  all  capitalist  countries  failed  to  diminish  their  aggressive- 
ness. Is  it  not  a characteristic  fact  that  in  1935  alone  most 


5o  T"‘  Holland.  Belgium  an(, 

dbpMeM  „f  Con.;"""'^  .-...>1  « v„lu. 

•svwirn  urging  tm  ; #r , * 

iionarv  workers  i-smd  in  t.reat  Hnimn 

The  same  year  a * '« 1 *“r  , (h(.  trade  unions  from  j 


11,1  pr«>. 

* *■  . 


S admirnng  What  is  (here  left 

wiili  ( . nmiinist  or^a  (hc  German  trade  inm,ns, 
f0  he  said  of  tilt-  |l“:Klt'  ^ . repressive  measures  tigains, 

which  applied  imprcietc  _ trade  unions  ? 

the  revolutionary  e'e'nvms  " ^ on  behaviour  of  i„. 

U’e  must  base  our  *^n  ’ 1;im  unions,  no  matter  what 

dividual  leaders  **f  die  • t,.||jse  the  class  strwgcle.  bin 
difficulties  tlieir  behaviour nj  ^ //ff  mdMM  of  workers  are 
primarilv  on  the  ijucstmii  > „pcnlv  declare  that  work 

t be  loin*-  **.*Z “1 " <p„. in  .!>.•  »«.rk  of  all  Com. 
in  the  trade  unions  is  Ifu  - • a,wl1t  a real  change  f„T 

munist  Parties.  We  mu  . *nd  ni:,ke  the  question  of 
the  better  in  trade  a?,on  ilv  ,he  central  issue. 

Struggle  for  trade  union  m * of  Soci3t- Democracy  in  the 

“ What  constitutes  *"**}.  tn  years  ago.  Answering  this 
West?"  asked  Comrade  Stalm  ™ - 

question,  he  said:  ciin„rt  the  trade  unions. 

" The  fact  that  it  has  its  • TP"  j Communist  Parties 
» What  constitutes  the  weakness  ot 

in  the  West?  . ij-w.,]  with  the  trade  unions, 

" The  fact  that  they  arc  n Communist  Parties  do  not 

and  that  certain  elements  withm  the 

w«h  to  lx-  linked  with  Uwm.  Parlies  of  the  West 

*■  Hence,  the  main  task  of  Uit  (..mu)aign  for  unity  in  the 
at  the  present  time  is  to  <cu  «P  (()  ;[s  consummation;  to 
trade  union  movement  and  to  nr  k lion  ;0;rl  ,i„;  trade 

s«  .a  i.  .h„  .ii  «r«*.i«; 

unions,  ihcrv  to  work  sjs  1 * * :n  |ts  fiL,lil  apainst  capital, 

the  soli. lari. y of  Jhc  "ffl  „£le  .he  Com, mu* 

and  thus  attain  the  conditions  that  ww  cm. 

Parties  to  rely  upon  the  trade  unions  followed?  No, 

Has  this  precept  of  Comrade  Maim  s w»u 

com  rad  ?s,  it  has  not.  . . , # j ,mjAnc 

Ignoring  the  urge  of  die  workers  to  join  the.  tradt  tin  ons, 

and  fared  with  the  difficulties  of  working  wuhinjhe  Amsicr- 
• Stalin,  “ The  Results  of  the  Work  of  the  Fourteenth  Con- 
ference of  the  R.C.P.,”  Uninism,  Vol.  I,  p.  ICO. 
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union**  ni.tny  i*l  <Hir  comfdtScH  decided  lo  pass  by  diis 
vVjplitiitcd  task.  I hey  invariably  sjx*ke  of  an  organisa- 
4<l'  j fiisis  in  i hf  A msi.’rclam  nmoiis,  (h.-  workers  desert- 
|,£l  (j1L-  unions,  hut  tailed  to  nnii,,-  that  afier  some  decline 
|jr:;inniii^  ■•!  the  world  economic  crisis,  these  unions 

"ll  or  bifp*1"  *"  Krow  1 Uv  peculiarity  of  the  trade 

,a  • niovi-mi’iit  has  been  precisely  the  fan  that  the  attacks 


union 
of  il* 

a m"1 


cUnC'e  displnvvil  by  the  reformist  trade  union  leaders  to  rally 

* dll  more  closely  around  these  unions,  because  the  workers 
' tnted  and  still  want  to  see  in  the  trade  unions  the  militant 
*h3mpi°ns  u®  divir  \;ia|  class  interests.  This  explains  the 
J ’[  dial  most  oi  the  Amsterdam  unions  in  l-rance,  Czecho- 

lovakio.  Belgium.  Holland,  Sweden,  Switzerland,  etc.,  have 
S 0wn  <n  membership  during  the  last  lew  vcarS,  The 
American  federation  of  [.abour  has  also  considerably  in- 
■reased  its  membership  in  the  past  two  years. 

Had  the  Herman  comrades  better  understood  the  proh- 
.ljn  0f  trade  union  work  ol  which  t’omrade  T/iu  ini  unit  spoke 

many  occasions,  we  would  undoubtedly  have  had  .1  het- 
f situntion  in  the  trade  unions  than  was  the  case  at  the  time 

• lie  fascist  dictatorship  was  established.  By  the  end  of 
1932  onlv  about  ten  per  cent,  of  the  Party  members  belonged 
10  the  free  trade  unions.  This  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  after 
the  Sixth  Congress  of  the  Comintern  the  Communists  look 
die  lead  in  quite  a number  of  strikes.  Our  comrades  used 
to  write  in  the  press  of  the  need  to  assign  90  per  cent,  of 
our  forces  to  work  in  the  trade  unions,  but  in  reality  activity 
was  concentrated  exclusively  around  the  revolutionary  trade 
union  opposition  which  actually  sought  to  replace  the  trade 
unions.  And  how  about  the  period  after  Hitler’s  seizure  of 
power?  :or  two  years  many  of  our  comrades  stubbornly 
and  systematically  opposed  the  correct  slogan  of  fighting 
for  the  re-establishment  of  the  free  unions. 

1 could  cite  similar  examples  about  almost  every  other 
capitalist  country. 

But  we  already  have  the  first  serious  achievements  to 
our  credit  in  the  struggle  for  trade  union  unity  in  European 
countries.  I have  in  mind  little  Austria,  where  on  the  initia- 
tive of  the  Communist  Partv  a basis  has  been  created  for 


,[lC  limn  g*'[,isii‘  <>n  ir.id<-  uninri  righl;..  the  attempts  in 
mother  "l  couni rirs  to  unity  the  trade  unions  i Poland, 
nt:arv.  *'tl  • ■ die  * urtailment  <*t  S'lcial  insurance,  and  wage 
enforced  'In-  workers  notwithstanding  the  lack  of  rer.is- 
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i it 1 " ''  .\ltii  tli«*  I’t'briiji, 

53  i lift! i*l  trade  '■»>"«  r 

•,n  ' i|,,  fn*  Mm-iis  « .,n  |K.  ^ 

llt  :hl,  wntfltwoul  : _j  fascism.  I In- 

'/'nblisili.Hl  only  *f‘tr  *!"■  t«f*  of  reestablishing 

limi»iM>  apl”'  .jncJl  of  W91  iriflt  I hf  suiffsv 

"•"lr  '"''It";  from  of  ill''  A"-"'1"  ].  unj(lfV.s  mi  »""1'-i jir"iukJ 

f I u*iS  *1  M*nOUS  W [hr  xva\N  .SottH-  t»l  th,*m 

n.mlilio  ■ ’>rc  ;i|  t|ie  parting  * n,  Oilu  rs,  (JlJr 

with  ihf  K,,'‘^.l1il.|  1 n««l«  unions, 

' h ..-i  ilifir  own  |**1  ‘ , ..i/,,.,  fatiitutithuu  1- 


will*  the  inul..  unions 

" SSuhI  their  own  | ^ 1* 

S^Xn:  e.mM  ■ * '"jjSiy  thrOVgh  hint  stfUggl, 

(Kcism  or  f ouMtJs  M pressure,  th*-*  wave-ring  lender*. 

,4i  f »"/  irri.tm  1'iider  mass  1 ,|M.  forniff  irndi-  union 

slfipo*  .heparnlU-l  union* ion.  The  basis  0f 
lenders  decided  t»  ‘ struggle  ngamM  itie 

his  nnalgamatii.n  is  ,rru  '.-wism  «ntl  d«-  giKiraiiiee  of 

offensive  of  capital  this  fact  of  .He  am* 

trade  union  democracy . * . ,,  js  tIu-  first  o‘  lls  kimi 

gama.ion  of  trade  unions  alter  the  war  and  is, 

the  formal  split  of  , impottance. 

therefore,  of  tnternntu »«  r|ws  unqUesti»nabIy  served  as 

jn  France  the  united  r«  - bIishnu.nt  ot  trade  union 

a mighty  impetus  «owa£s  General  Confederation  of  l-abour 
unity . The  '«dcrf  hampcr  in  every  way  the  rvn\imm 
have  hampered  ami  M 1 1 ha  I isslie  Qf  the  class  policy  of 
of  unity,  countering - M of  a subordinate  and  seco* 

the  trade  unions  b>  ra  • "v  unquestionable  success  in  the 
dare  or  formal  cltar.utc  • * been  the  establishment  of 

strilRRlc  for  lrnd‘'  , ^iJ.  ,.'mbl»clngi  ,hc  case  of  ,h' 

*!flf  r«»rkc«  f.  i'nMancc,  approximately  .hnaxiaano, 
railroad  worker..  . j_  linK>ns. 

of  Ihf  memiifrsl '"P  o rMS1aWishment  of  fad,-  union 

^ « ■■ ~fc-  ■*  « 

/0f  7 “"md  larme  ftit^k  0/  toodo  «*« «* <■»«»• 
„v.  HV^/°r  aneialernalinaal  federal tan  of  trade  ..mono 

ortramsed  according  lo  indus/riVs.  . 

- Iiv  „„r  Internaliwat  af  trade  aniens  based  an 

the  e/ass  struggle  We  are  far  united  class  trade  anions  as 
a e af  the  mafa,  balsearks  of  I He  working  class  against  Iks 
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tiftiSWG  au*i  ( iitt  only  condition  lor 

nio^K  1^,<'  trat^*  Miiicmsi  is;  Struggle  against  capital, 

fasti  fn,  rititi  ntfnnul  Irtuic  union  democracy. 


I’iltH-  not  ^,a,u^  ^tilL  1 n us  the  tjliesUnn  of  H*tdc 


tin 


unity  <jn  a 11.Limn.1L  well  as  ini<am;il ioii;tl  Male  is 


1 tiiicstit,n  i«l  lljr  K11  -il  hish  *it  muting  our  * L.tss  in  mighty, 
single  trai^r  tin*t,n  * gan isuiii ms  against  the  i lass  enemy. 
\\’c  vvclcunu-  t ! 1 + ■ tat  i tliaii  on  i In*  evt?  of  Mav  hirst  of 
year  tl'*1  I nternaiiunal  ot  Labour  I nions  aJtln^srd 
* l^lior  t*1  the  A 111  Ht ft t jam  IniiTiiatiianal  with  ih<*  nrfiiKiSal 


J iff?  | if 


‘ coiisi<l<>r  lyjnrt?  fl,,t  Mn'iS,inn  the  umns,  tneihrxls  and 
fnrnlS  imihrainm  ni  die  world  trade  nnitui  movement. 
,j|ie  Iraders  * if  Hie  Amsterdam  International  rejected  that 
.arnoosal*  using  tie*  slock  argument  that  uniiv  in  the  trade 


hfiion  niov**nu*nt  is  |>ossih|e  only  within  the  Amsterdam  In- 
irrn»ti°ital,  which,  bv  the  way,  includes  almost  none  but 
iradc  unions  in  kuropcan  countries. 

But  ihu  ( ommuniMs  working  in  the  trade  unions  must 
continue  U*  struggle ■ intlelaiigably  lor  the  unity  of  the  trade 
union  movement.  I he  task  of  the  Red  trade  unions  and 
the  R-M-.U-  is  n*  do  all  in  their  power  to  hasten  the  hour 
of  joint  struggle  of  all  trade  unions  against  the  offensive  of 
capital  and  lasctsm,  to  establish  a united  trade  union  move- 
mi-nl,  despite  the  stubborn  resistance  of  the  reactionary 
leaders  of  the  Amsterdam  International.  The  Red  trade 
unions  and  the  K.LL.U.  must  receive  our  unstinted  sup- 
port in  this  matter* 

In  countries  where  small  Red  trade  unions  exist  we  re- 
iX>ntniend  them  to  work  for  their  affiliation  with  the  big 
reformist  unions*  but  to  insist  on  the  right  to  defend  their 
views  and  nn  t lie  rein  statement  of  expelled  members.  Hut 
in  countries  where  big  Red  trade  unions  exist  parallel  with 
big  reformist  trade  unions,  we  must  work  for  the  convening 
of  unity  congresses  on  the  basis  of  platforms  of  struggle 
against  the  capitalist  offensive  and  of  ensuring  trade  union 
democracy ♦ 


h should  be  staled  categorically  that  anv  Communist 
worker,  any  revolutionary  worker  who  does  not  belong  to 
die  mass  trade  union  of  bis  industry,  who  does  not  fight 
to  transform  the  reformist  trade  union  into  a real  class  trade 
union  organisation,  who  docs  not  fight  for  trade  union  unity 
on  the  basis  of  the  class  struggle,  such  a Communist  worker, 
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such  it  revuluMU  m«> 

lory  |>n»!et®r,ntl  ■ 1(lj  the  Youth. 

Th i'  f 1,1  (jie  which  tin*  tlriiwjn 

I hove  ;ilr«wl\  ..rsai*!**"*1'"  '»  ,|£ 

of  the  youth  *»»  the  oT  the  y*w**h  ™ "•«*  *«t« 

i * "I  I -lit  i'  ( ^ tn.  i win  if  it 

S3fc  - ..... 

mbhoI  .1'*-  ""'lk,"'71fa.,  fascism  •■..*■  da"S" 

.>ff..nsivc  of  Ciipiw'.  ' . -n  numhei  -I  *«'«m»nes.  \vt. 


masss*^  j :nH|  f;i>Cisni  ■■*»*  ' - ' "-'r; 

pff«-n>ivf  Ot  . in  mimhci  »i  « mmines.  \V(. 

*e  have  X ^m0lIS  i?*or,w,7  'l'  yo,u* 

haw  underestimated  tm  k \\v  have  n»t  always  tnkun 

r„  Sfh.  I m. 

account  ol  the  -jveutu  _ . likewise  not  paid  proper  au 

rm-srs  of  the  ><;''lh  ii  ir\'  ^lin-ation  of  the  youth. 

tent  ion  to  revotnti"  " ; , v c|rverly  In  fascism,  which 

AM  this  has  been  V” .J.tf|v  'in  Cemiatiy,  has  invoigtai 

in  some  countries.  P*'r  th*0n  t<>  tlic-  .*in<i-|>r*ilf-tark*«i  road, 
large  sections  ot  the  V ,|ic  glamour  ot  militarism 

It  should  he  borne  tt'  ' . , ttllich  fascism  captures  the 

is  mu  the  only  t'n,!‘,'mt‘iirc  some  of  them  in  ils  detac hme»ts> 
youth.  It  feeds  ami  t lo  - ^ ( S(>t-alleii  cultural  instil,,, 

gives  work  to  others,  e\e  - . to  jmbue  them  with 

lions  for  the  youth,  ir.'tt*  wants  to  feed,  clothe,  teach 

the  idea  that  it  * J asses  0f  the  toiling  youth, 

aid  nrovide  work  tor  tne  »‘as 

! , t .....linlist  countries,  our  1 oung 

In  a number  of  -I  j j ,v  sectarian  organisations 
ui u ut si  Leagues  . i • Their  fundamental  weakness  is 

that  they  art*  SUM  tp™*  ,vork  forget  tine  that  the  Y.C.I.. 
their  forms  and  meihiM  s youth.  They  do  not  sulR. 

il  .se V-t.-a.  ..us  is  an  ;?a„, 

rSryJUJSi  of  struggle.  must  be  nJapttd 

lo  the  specific  level  and  needs  of  die  youth. 

Our  Voting  Communists  have  (liven  memorable  example, 
of  heroisn.  in  ihe  fighl  against  fascist  vralcnce  and  Imur- 
geois  reaction.  Bu.  .hey  stilt  lack  the  ab.h.y  lo  w.n  the 
masses  of  .he  you.li  away  from  hostile  influences  by  dm. 
of  Stubborn,  concrete  work.  Tins  is  alleged  by  the  fact 
that  tliev  have  not  yet  overcome  their  opposition  to  work 
in  the  fascist  mass  organisations,  and  that  their  approach 
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t|u-  S**<  yoiu  li  .md  ciHht  mm-Omiimmist  youth  is 

JII,,  iiiwy* 

^ j i ■, t i p*iri  <■(  iln*  M'spt insihilit  v f-»r  nil  this  inusi  Ik1 
til  fdiiM*.  b>  th**  t 'nfinii'ttmt  Pariu-s  wi-ll,  lot  xhvy 
in  MtlM-Ti  ^|r  Yl(  ,|11  in  jis  work.  I ih*- 

ni  tin*  % * »tn  It  is  riot  c m I % ;i  Y i(  M#1  problem*  /f  is  a 
^ i "m  ft  f * " < tun  mutt  is!  nmvem^nt . In  ih<*  stmt  -^lo 


pro 

u»r 


lliL*  v^utlu  1 1 n*  t timinunisi  Parties  :m«l  th**  YjM,* 


r;inisiiU  i1  ,n N inti^!  >m  mail’.  <*flVi  ( a tlm  isivt*  t Iwingt*.  I lit* 

11  Jjp  task  * *t  1 iHuimmisi  ytiinh  ni*ivt*m*?ni  in  cnpiUiliSI 
(jiiniJ*rS  ls  111  *,4I boldly  in  t In-  ilimrlimi  of  l>rin|^int{ 

\l)awt  lilt*  unit  i*tt  hunt,  ;tlon)4  I lie*  patli  *»i  nrganisin^  and 
njtjnjr  (In*  ioii**rs  **l  tin*  ytmn^  gmieratinn.  I In*  nvmrmlmis 

"mp°ri'ini  11  * ,r  l'lr  rtVf*!lltir,n;iry  ninvi'ineni  i.f  Uh*  votith 

Jlia(  ptta^bes  tn  itit*  first  sti-ps  iak<*n  in  tlii^  din'dion 

js  shown  by  bn*  rxani]>U-s  *»l  Franco  and  i In*  f States 

tJurinii  tin*  mi  tnU  |Jast*  ]r  was  sulVirifan  in  tln-si*  countries 
to  pnKHH't!  to  a]>[il\  ihr  iinilial  fnml,  when  < **nstdrrabh*  sue- 
crSS^wS  ^orv  at  on*  f ar  ln<*vo<h  In  t sphert*  of  tin*  inter- 
liolion**l  united  Ir^nt*  flu*  stu’rrssfttl  initial ivt*  of  tlu*  anti- 
fnSCiSl  and  anti-war  nimmimr  nv  Paris  in  hriny;int;  about 
llic  internal ional  <'o-ii|>(T.itinit  <A  all  nt>n-iasci$t  youth  or- 
tfinisations  js  also  worthy  ol  noir  in  this  tonnection, 

n 

These  recent  successful  steps  in  the  united  front  move- 
nicnt  of  the  youth  aUn  slunv  that  the  forms  which  the  united 
front  of  the  youth  i*-  In  assume  must  not  he  stereotyped,  nor 
lx*  necessarily  the  same  as  (host;  met  with  in  the  practice 
of  the  Communist  Parties.  Tin*  Ytuing  Communist  Leagues 
must  strive  in  ever)  wav  to  unite  the  forces  of  all  non-lascisi 
mass  organisations  of  the  youth,  including  the  formation  of 
various  kinds  of  common  organisations  for  the  struggle 
against  fascism,  against  the  unprecedented  manner  in  which 
the  youth  is  being  stripped  of  every  right,  against  the  mili- 
tarisation of  the  youth  and  for  the  economic  and  cultural 
rights  of  the  young  generation,  in  order  to  draw  these  young 
loilers  over  to  the  side  of  the  anti-fascist  front,  no  matter 
where  they  may  he  in  the  factories,  the  forced  labour 
camps,  the  labour  exchanges,  the  army  barracks  and  the 
fleet,  tlic  schools,  or  in  the  various  sports,  cultural  or  other 
organisations. 

In  developing  am!  strengthening  the  Y.C.I...  our  Y.C.L. 
members  must  work  for  the  formation  of  anti-fascist  asso- 
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t.j,ini)„s  of  the  Communist  ami  Soi  ialtM  ' ""ltl  , < % u,i 

pkiitorm  of  class  struggle. 

IIVhii-m  and  tlw  t nih'J  tro»t, 

Xot  w..s  work  among  toiling  -‘"""‘K  w..,^ 

n ,1111.11  uiu-nmliu »•*!  women,  treason  -‘"‘I  ho„J' 


woirii'ii,  unemployed  women,  peasani  ‘"i.c  lloiis,.. 

wives- -oiKk'ii'sti  main  I any  less  llwn  was  'volk  mnoiig  ij,c 
vouili.  While  fascism  exacts  most  *r,,m  V01*.*.'  11  *‘»sl«v*s 
women  with  particular  nithliesaness  anu  J' »>< asm.  playing 
on  (he  most  painful  feelings  of  the  mjher,  the  housewife 
the  .single  working  woman  • imcn (a in  i'f  *'lr  ■nortnvbj 
Fascism,  posing  ns  n benefactor*  throws  tin*  Miirvin^  i.nn j| v 
a few  beggarly  scraps*  trying  it*  thi.s  wav  U»  miHc  the  bitter* 
ness  aroused,  jiiirtinilnriy  among  tlw  t^drng  wuin.-n,  |Jy 
the  unprecedented  slavery  which  fascism  bnngv  ilu-m,  jE 
drives  working  women  out  ot  industry.  Ion  inly  ships  tn-^ly 
girls  to  the  coil niry,  reducing  them  t*>  <be  °*  "np;,jj 

servants  of  rich  farmers  ami  landlords.  \\  lnl<-  promising 
women  a happy  home  anti  laiilih  hie,  it  ihixes  to 

prostitution  like  no  other  capitalist  regiinc. 

Communists,  above  all  our  women  ( omiminisis,  must 
remember  that  there  cannot  be  a successful  fight  against 
fascism  ami  war  unless  the  broail  masses  of  women  arc 
drawn  into  it.  And  agitation  alone  will  not  accomplish  this. 
We  must  find  a wav  of  mobilising  the  masses  «»l  toj|jn,, 
women  around  their  vital  interests  and  demands,  taking 
info  account  the  concrete  situation  in  each  instance,  in  j|,* 
tight  for  tlieir  demands  against  high  prices,  tor  higher  wages 
on  the  basis  of  the  principle  of  equal  pay  lor  equal  work, 
against  mass  dismissals,  aganist  every  manifestation  of  j,,! 
rqualitv  in  the  status  of  women,  and  against  fascist  en. 
slavement. 

/n  endeavouring  to  draw  (he  toiling  women  into  t he 
revolutionary  movement,  we  must  not  be  afraid  of  forming 
separate  women’s  organisations  for  this  purpose,  wherever 
necessary,  The  preconceived  notion  that  the  women's  or. 
ganisattons  under  ('omnninist  Party  leadership  in  the 
capitalist  countries  must  he  liquidated,  as  part  of  the  struggle 
against  “ women’s  separatism  ” in  the  labour  movement, 
has  frequently  caused  a great  deal  of  harm. 

It  is  necessary  to  seek  out  the  simplest  and  most  flexible 
forms,  in  order  to  establish  contact  and  bring  about  co- 
operation in  struggle  between  the  revolutionary,  Social- 
Uemocratic  and  progressive  anti-war  and  anti-fascist 
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||t.  WOlIICIl  Will  K,  t?'  <md  In,f,.ls  - U.  srv.1,,,1 

I, I,  thru  ‘ lavs  Imubi-is  ,n  p,,.  Jr  " u,  shoulder 

f|as*  fr,,nt  ,,'“l  ,l"  •mii.I.iM  ,st  J1 f ,l,e  ""‘'“l  working 

l hf  1 1 nti-l I'tf’Ctitilisi  I' 

In  ft  ion  with  the  i h.-ini/vil  'n,<^  1‘ron,‘ 

filiation.  cv<  vpijoo.il  (i„p,„4i'ini  ',|l'tVirn;,n',''<d  and  internul 
^ni^ulom.il  “Minim  s t.,  ,|M.  ‘ / ' "®*  >»  «N  coloniid  and 

In  iot\ w“le  |ifi,t 

in  the  colonies  ami  M-iin.ro|oni(.s  1 " *n’ni  of  strugglr 
to  recogniM*  lli.-  variety  ol  ,Ut'^ry  above  all 

jiiiJ’eriaifM  Mi  ngglv  of  tin*  in;issi.s  ; . 1,1  wll*'  li  live  and- 

*#« '.'J  national  libmtinnif'  rt"  "“»*■« 

role  of  tin-  prolvian.ii  wil|ljn  , r;" "*  “'Wumiii,  tlu- 

CammuniM  \ ntty  *>u*t  ||„,  \}  . * ,r  mfluena*  of  i\u. 

In  Hr., /.I  the  j 

Chi «tc.  “ fnrn.  ,l„„  in  , 

. J I ‘I  . 1 


China,  etc.  >r'»m  that  in  In<lia, 

In  Hrasil  dm  tU»mmimist  |>(rlv  , 
foundation  for  Hu*  devulopn,,.,,,  fi’.  ."P  hiiti  a correct 

front  by  ilic  cstahlislmj,.,,,  (J|  ti ' unue,i  anti-imperialist 
Alliance,  has  to  make  every  effon  . ' AJ>"nal  Liberation 

by  drawing  into  it  first  and'  f.,re,noSV  m fwrth*r  l,'is  front 

.^..cinlnv  Ii*.aii  iiti. .i  he  Ilian  V initl!r.«.-  ,.r  . I 


Alliance,  nas  to  make  every  dfor,  . ' nal  •-'beration 

by  drawing  mm  it  f,rM  and  foremns,’ ^ furlher  ibis  front 
^.asantry.  leading  up  to  the  b.m,  3*an>  '"‘Hionsof  the 

revolutionary  army,  c.inpiy^.i..  , !ini,s  ■'»  a people’s 

1 il-.,  I 1 ^ B f I * IlL  t K..  „ 1 i 


(HM.vn...»,  •••“ling  up  to  tile  fornriiion  ( ' the 

revolutionary  army,  c.inpiy^.i..  j(#t.  f,  m,1,s  ■'»  a people’s 

and  to  the  establishment  <(f  fj,  ‘ ...  ''J**  l"  .<*>«*  revolution, 
(ion  Alliance.  * 1)1  ’be  National  Libera- 

in  India  the  t ommunists  have  i 
participate  in  .'inii-imperiairSi  * -s"l»port,  extend  and 

those  which  are  under  nationil  r.-f  *“ !1VIJ,,,S;  n">  excluding 
maintaining  their  political  and  fir.,  n While 

fcy  mm,  entry  „„  '***<««**. 

rtW.  «kc  p»ri  in  ,nUian  ’ 


nriivt-  Work  mci  i ce( 

which  take  pan  in  the  Indian  N.,ii„„V,  l'w  "rKanisitions 

die  process  of  crystal  I ism  ion  '..r-'' Vn^rcSs‘  facilitating 
wing  among  them,  for  t|lr  „1!riw  ’l  n‘,,'oni'1  revoHuionarv 
the  national  liberation  movement  ‘r  fUrtlt"‘r  developing 
against  Hritish  imperialism.  ° ,hc  In<llan  peoples 

In  China,  where  the  neonh.'o 

10  I fie  formation  of  S„v„,  .lis',;,, '"°'C'mcnl  has  already  led 
lory  of  the  country  and  to  the  • a constderable  terri- 

Armv  * 1 r^aniSill  On  nf  *1  i 


T i jet  r ij'f  is  , w 

airy  of  ihe  rountrv  and  t„  ,i„.  Vl'f  a .™'iHderable  terri 

Red  Armv,  ,he  r^1"'"  "'/■  l-vorf, 

and  Ihe  Ireason  of  , I,,.  Nankin.,  rv  J'1‘)',ae*0  impcrialisi 

l».o  jeopardy  U,e  aalioaa/o^.^'X'  gr^  ^ 
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6 c :(.(s  can  ;*•  i «*  :*  u,»»fyih„ 
58  i onlv  Ihr  e*n^|iivi*n«-ni  «n«l  |.i,riilioJ 

n'"\  S;if«RKte  SftK1*  tt  wrifyi&n  which 

:rr-u"  * *jskS? *.;«•» * * 

'V  h,'  Chinese  jK’op'e*  iniliaiivi-  U&y*  l.v  .tur  ecu*. 

Of  tfu  v . 1 Jli  .u-  ot  ;i  iiidht  .... 


1 r.v  10  ■'  r T -Iin  m««-  1,1,11  1 ,,xl)rLSS  tile 

g&y  ."Id  ihdr  pwpl‘-  ( 1 ,;,.  i{  I sin,, 

l.mirmnts  and  dwells  < , in  tin-  n;irilt 

ntir  warmest  ^ ^ who,e  wortd,  to  all 

5 rt-voIiitiorKiry  P^-  - * -hincst.  revolutionary  people 

t,;e  Soviets  of  a,,n,'\,1 1’nnl  -reelings  i<>  th*  In-roic  Rod 
\Ve  send  our  ardent  fra  j^ind  battles.  And  we  assure 
Armv  of  China,  tm  n a . rcSo!vt.  t«  support  ns  struggle 
the  Chine*  Pt"1,,1;M;;ra^on  fr-ni  all  imperialist  n-libers  ;imi 

' Chinese  hcHchmen. 

The  Go*  * a ,,nia  and  determined  course 
Comrades,  we  Ua\c  u working  class,  and  arc  ready 

towards  the  united  I ^ ^tenev . . , . 


IOWUIU3  — ; . ..  rons  su*ncv. 

tocarrv  ii  out  with  lull  co  • 'xvhcth,  r we  advocate  the 
If  wC  Comnumists  a«  ;^i|e  for  partia!  demands,  0r 

united  front  only  , ...  lir»re  lhe  responsibility  even  when 
whether  wc  are  prepared  — ‘ ^ rnmcvt  on  the  basis  of 

it  will  he  a question  o'  v^jih  a full  sense  of  our  responsi- 
ve united  front.  dten  sOj,^  ^ sinwtion  may  arise  in  which 

bili.y  : ’i « ” ''C;w,,„n,|  »/  I he  proletarian  nmtai  Iran,, 
llie  formal  ion  of  ni  fc(j  wj|l  become  not  only  pos- 

or  of  the  j J ,,I intvrfSK  of  the  proletariat.  And  in 

thatVasc  XSSZS&  for  the  formation  of  such  a govern. 

me I1- mliTspMWn»h of*  covcarnn"ent  which  may  be  formed 
a, Jr  tor  ol  L proletarian  revolution.  U is  no,  m- 

S of  course,  that  in  some  country,  tmmedtately  after 
*0  revolt,! ionarv  overthrow  of  the  bourgeoisie,  there  may  be 
formed  a Soviet  government  on  the  basts  of  a government 
Wee  of  the  Communist  Party  with  a definite  party  (or  its 
Left  wing)  participating  in  the  revolution.  After  the  October 
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,, -voluiiun  llu*  viHorii.us  Parly  ,.|  Russian  lMshcviks, 

1 w*-  know,  incliidfd  t.f  dm  l.t-fi  Sik  ialist- 

iftlliu  Jwviei  government,  'I  his  was  a spevi- 
**  (catitt*'  dn-  !tr%l  SlUt'1  yHvrnmv  nt  afn*r  tin- vh  uiry  of 

f*  A^|oIm,1<  * 1 1 Itt  |i  <11  . 

] am  I1'*1  speaking  "t  suth  < as,-,  Rut  , ,1  dn-  possible  for- 
,,-tlion  of  a united  honi  govt-i nmrnt  on  ilu<  evt-  of  and  before 
||t.  victory  of  the  Soviet  revolution. 

1 ' \Vhat  kind  of  government  is  this?  And  in  what  situation 
1 1 1 tJ  then'  hr*  -in}  qtwviwn  nt  mi<  h a giivertuumi  V 

Jt  is  primarily  a government  ttrugglf  against  fascism 
ttt(l  react iyit-  1 nilhl  ^>v  ^ivcrnni^ni  arising  as  tint  result 

t the  ii ni  1***1  tram  nim-rni^nt  ami  in  no  wav  n-strictin^  tht* 
activity  of  iIh'  C omimmisi  Party  and  the  mass  organisations 
tPf  the  working  \mt  on  thr  onurar\  taking  determined 

rpivasures  a g1  i n m tli>'  < niinti*r-n*voUiiionarv  hnanrial  magnates 
aful  fasCi$t  nKl!n,»- 

At  n moinrni.,  reiving  on  the  growing  united  front 

movement,  the  Coiunumisi  Party  o!  a givt+n  rminirv  will  <le* 
c|arc  for  the  formation  ot  such  a government  on  the  basis  of 
- definite  anti-fascist  platform. 

Under  u I lat  ill) jet  ti\e  ronditmus  will  ii  be  possible  to  form 
such  a government  i In  the  most  general  terms,  our  reply 
to  this  question  will  be  as  follows:  Under  conditions  of 
political  crisis,  when  the  ruling  classes  are  no  longer  in  a con- 
dition to  coPe  the  mighty  upsurge  of  the  mass  anti- 

fascist movement.  But  this  is  only  a general  perspective* 
without  which  it  is  scarcely  possible  in  practice  to  form  a 
united  front  government.  Only  the  existence  of  definite  and 
specific  prerequisites  t an  pin  on  the  order  of  the  dav  the  ques- 
tion of  forming  such  a government  as  a politically  necessary 
!ask.  If  seems  to  me  that  the  following  prerequisites  deserve 
the  greatest  attention  in  this  connection* 

First,  the  state  apparatus  of  the  bourgeoisie  must  already  ll 
be  sufficiency  disorganised  and  paralysed,  so  that  the  hour-  ll 
geoisie  cannot  prevent  the  formation  of  a government  of 
struggle  against  reaction  and  fascism; 

Second,  the  broadest  masses  of  toilers,  particularly  the1 
mass  trade  unions,  must  be  in  a violent  slate  of  revolt  against 
fascism  and  reaction , /nr/  are  not  yet  ready  to  rise  in  insurrec-  \ 
lion,  to  fight  under  Communist  Parly  leadership  for  IkM 
achievement  of  Soviet  power: 

Third,  the  differentiation  and  Leftward  movement  in  the 
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T I ,»lu*r  li.-irt'*-"  IKH'iniWHini,  . 

fi°  , <,K'inl-,l*'in,M  rM  ' /"’I  ,V.-  n-.i‘ l""1  ,1"  «""'»»  , 

VUSI  j, fmtunt  ruthless  , 

H r .hle  Wu-r  r.a s"»»KKl.*  t(fc 

feU  * 

iltlt  ** r» " * 1 * ' '*  / ’iiiilfllimiSin*  . «,  ■ li.. 

invstil**  (tl  *-  * 

1 ' . ■ _ Ii'kl  4 4>! 


1 K1  „ille  «o  um>,”;intfjr,  a «**•""»  W.U  <wlu»l|y  „ . 

1 When  ***  in  W -SSi  «•»  ^ i»r*-sM-«i  in  n m.IVu  i(.nt 
•„  «S,ich  the«  in  ^an- * l*t.i  ^ | 

iS  a p^ibnayis  no £*‘  , 1U„  ,mlv  o.i.-mutv  and  pr#. 

?,“<  »'•  "7  <«*"" til »«*“•  a** 

‘ re  ourselves  1"“ 

SnvrdiBKfly.  urineinir  «P  tl,,s,  ‘l*!,7‘,‘l,n  t,,r  ;,,sc»'s. 

I he  fuct  iImi  ;,rf' ■ ' uri.  connected  with  m.r  «vahis,tj0ll 

sion  at  b»  iniitii’itiate  prospects.  also  with  t|,, 

't  ,|K.  situation  ami  » » , f n(  movement  in  a number  of 

countries  dunng  tin  r . ]Nt  countries  has  been  Midi  that  h 
,}H.  situation  in  < ^ 1 ^ Contmunisi  International  ti>  <i,s*Uss 

was  nut  necessary  i“f 

a question  of  tins  hint  • t|ia,  -,t  our  bo'irth  Congress 

Vou  remember,  t ,’r>  p:f(|VconffreSS,  in  1924.  the  <|iu*stton 

in  1922.  and  again  at  * , of  a workers’  and  peasant? 

of  the  slogan  of  a < * j^ssion.  Originally  the  iSSUt 
government.  *«*  11 question  which  was  almost 
turned  essentially  P tiiscns<;in^  m-dav.  '1  be  debates 

analogous  to  the  om  ■ .r  |h(,  ColTimiinist  International 
that  took  place  at  • , jn  particular  the  political  error, 

concerning  ihtsques  ■ ‘ n»fjnn  wiih  it.  have  to  this  day 
which  were  commit  e *harPen tug  our  vigilance  against 

retained  I hd r im por tan  p,*  ()T  ■■  / ,t>/f  " (nun  tkt 

the  danger  of  deviaUo  Therefore  1 shall  briefly 

BaUktwk  /me  on  l is  9 in  order  to  draw  from  themthe 

point  out  a few  of  these  errors  >n  order  t ^ ^ ^ 

iiMcsnns  necessary  for  the  prest.nt  po  j . , , 

Th  fi^/  series  of  mistakes  was  determined  precisely  by 
| he  nr  if  scrie  nne«uion  of  a workers  government 

il,e  rircumsianro  i ja  ^ ^jmcriinked  with  ihc  cxisli-nre  n ( . 

" “ Kiff  ottc  .0  ,hiS  ihc  Right  opportune  to, 

political  crisis.  g though  we  should  strive  for  the 

Me  M ’"'"flX^Vove  supporied  bv  .he  Conv 

" 'n! 
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nfG-l •*'(!*'  ,M1  1 *l<’  f 1 ini \ siu  h !i  workers* 

iv*’r,,1,1<  nl  1 ^ Vmsim  Is  \*\  insuf- 

" [,,111,  ttfil*?  tll0  1 1 v “ f 1 1 1 1 • 1 w *if  t||r  l>0Hfj^C!OiSM‘ . I it  it  h virwS 
ft  tft.  vu-  ’i  In  * "'I'l  ln;iv«»ti|  1 ri'pHitinn  tit  sm  U miMnkr  s, 

n4iVV  I AW'  iJ  nil  fill*  1 Vijt  / t rm N i<il*Nl llOri  tif  till" 

a't  n 

^jttr*  < <>11c  Mistancfs  *»1  ilu^  puMtii  ;»l  1 risis  and  Ihc 

nl;,ss  ,n'  ,v,*Tn<*m , in  wltirh  tin-  formal  ion  of  a 
JJjiit t*<)  l |*'nf  t!1  |Vr|  n m<‘n*  mav  pm\i-  [K>ssihli*  and  politically 
nece5 $nry+ 

^ rffiirs  v iTr  diMi-rmi nrtl  bv  ilH-cirnnn- 

inl-t*  i)mC  ifl,‘  fpirsiion  tif  a W(*rkt-rsf  yuvcrnmcni  was  nui 

? Vlf | linked  wiih  itu-  rtrvclopinciH  n(  the  militant  mass  unifcfi 


* rt  t *lr  I I * * ' * ’ ■ ' 1 ' ■ ■ > ■ > ■ ■ ■ * ► 1 1 ' 1 11 1 >1 1 1 1 miuTn  11  mu  u 

JfaWl  movt'inent  *>f  pwlstarhit.  Thus  t1i«-  Jlijjhf  ofifnr- 
1 lists  to  distort  1 1 1 f ■ <|ueslion.  r^diirinf;  it  lo  tlu* 

n^prjnri ph'd  tactics  < A forming  blftCS  wilb  Snrial-V>i*nificmtic 
parties  on  Mir  basis  nl  pun-lv  parliamentary  arrangements. 
ultr* 011  dn-  other  hand,  shouted  : 41  No  roali lions 
ith  tfe*  1 Mitnter-ri'volurionary  Sorial-DemiH'rats  !’*  regarding 

J>oci‘d-lh*morraK  as  cmmtfT-r*-vo1mionaries  at  bottom. 

Poth  wen*  wrong,  ami  \v.-  now  rmphasisr.  on  the  one  hand, 
iluit  we  are  not  in  the  least  anxious  for  such  a “ workers’ 
government  " as  would  1m*  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  en- 
larged StHdal-rJenvieraiic  government.  \Y**  even  prefer  t*> 
xv'iive  calling  it  a " workers’  government.’’  and  sf>i*ai;  of  a 
united  iron!  government  wltirh  in  political  character  is  some- 
thin"' absolutely  dt’ffcrewt.  diflcrcnf  in  ^riitriftie,  from  all  the 
Social- Democratic  governments  which  usually  call  themselves 
■ • workers'  for  Labour!  governments.”  While  the  Social- 
Democratic  government  is  an  instrument  of  class  cohabora- 
lion  with  the  bourgeoisie  in  tlu*  interest  of  the  preservation  of 
capitalist  order,  a united  front  government  is  an  instrument  of 
collahnr.nl ion  between  the  revolutionary  vanguard  of  the  pro- 
Ifiarial  and  other  anti-fascist  parties,  in  the  interest  of  the  en- 
tire toiling  population,  a government  of  struggle  against 
fascism  and  reaction.  Obviously  there  is  a radical  difference 
between  these  two  things. 

On  tlu*  other  hand,  we  emphasise  the  necessity  of  seeing 
(fie  difference  between  the  two  different  camps  of  .Soctcl- 
Dcmocrocv.  As  ! have  already  pointed  out.  there  is  a reac- 
tionary camp  of  Social-Democracy,  but  alongside  of  it  there 
exists  and  is  growing  the  camp  of  the  Left  Social-Democrats 
(without  quotation  marks’),  of  workers  who  are  becoming  revo- 
lutionary. The  decisive  difference  between  them  in  practice 
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■ * ...»  (In**  vl.i nil*  ■ iuuIn,iM,m*s  1 ,l‘ir  ill 

''""..i  "• 1 1..-  u*  «« «m 

wfl"  ,l"‘,  V"#S.l"  ll“’'  ,l,'l,  "‘1'  ‘"'il 

‘ ” . i ,r  the  uaded  ■ ' Inasmuch  as  dii. 

ends  ate  ',J'  f in  nit  iiu.vri»H*«il.  *•» 


j„  (heir  ««''<"*«  '*  | | vmiMTiil.i  ..re  filial  ,|„. 

I.,*  . ‘ ‘V’ nil'll  *""’1  ,l"-\ 


defend,  >V\elnp  a tid 
* ....  the  umtfo  . Inasmuch  as  it.:,, 

JnVil  <>ie  «"iu*  ""j’’1  '"'tiVililanl  nimi'iiifnl  “gainst 

united  I '"M  111  „ili  tx-  a *‘»n s«i""  ,n,,|,v,‘  hm,'‘ 

.H-llint:  die  l,OIIl‘l 11  J *"  1 1„.  more  pnwvilulh  ilus  mass 

SS&*r  .b0“rge0?l:  ">« fanv.  "hi,.'h  11 °»w 

movement  develops.  UK  rearli°n;me>.  Ami  t|u. 

to  Hu-  governmcm  ‘ ‘ -M  ,k.  organised  !’<»»  M«», 

better  tin*  "■»  «;«  rfl,/y  c /a jf x ('/  f^i*  mii/oj 

the  wider  l IK'  the  «.ieiii/«/o'W,  uniting  the 

front  in  I/j<’  ‘ t> eople  <•!  town  and  emm. 

work fts’  districts,  »««**[  k „(Kir;int,-r  against  a possible 

try.  the  Kn!^  *•»  Jv  of  She  united  front  g.tvernim-ni. 

«*” ' . * , m .lsen  views  which  e .me  hi  liKl„ 

The  third  series  ° ; * touched  precisely  on  the  p mC. 

during  our  former  * jjCrs*  government ‘ The  Kizhi 
tical  polny  of  the  v . j .,  *•  workers'  govern  men  l " 
opportunists  ^ framework  of  bourgeois  demo- 

ought  to  keep  w,,n'  , , no,  (Q  take  any  steps  going 

era  cy,  ” and  consequent h ouC. . ‘ Unra-Lt'fts,  on  the  other 

be von d this  framewor  ■ attempt  to  form  a united 

hand,  actually  refused  to  make  u»>  aue  ( 

front  government.  Thurineia  presented  a clear  picture 

In  1923  Saxony  an  ( ■ orj.erS*  government  ” in  action, 
of  a Right  ^rTJnmlinists  into  the  Saxony  government 

tf,  Social-Democrats  (ZmRn.r  group)  was 
luintlr  " 'lh.  ,h.f J:(U'  „ lhe  contrary,  ilic  revolutionary  silua- 

."•“."'^rermaa* full'  justified  ">'*  step.  But  when  parti. 

non  in  (,.trn™“">  n ‘nment.  the  Communists  should  have 
n paung  m the  . _ « / tjie  purposfi  of  arming  the 

Tt  :hW  f>OS,Th"  Jhev  did  not  do  P They  did  mu  even 
proletariat.  . ,ment  0f  the  rich,  although  the  liou^ 

requisition  a . <-  ' P‘  . as  ^ great  that  mnnv  of 

h«n  were  still  without  a roof  over  their  heads,  together  with 
heir  wives  and  children.  They  also  did I -.oHii-ir  to  organise 
he  rcvolutionarv  mass  movement  of  the  workers.  I lie) 
eltaved  generally  like  ortfinory  parliamentary  ministers 
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jthiti  llii'  I * >r  k IhiiirfjnMs  f^niotriii  v."  As  vnn 

litis  ll‘l*  ri*siiji  ut  the  opportunist  y « »l'  Hraiullcr 

his  ;idh*  I'1*  tt'Mill  bunkrup^  y that  wr 

41,11  t'** 'Mi | K"Ui*tl  lo  I'  r in  \\\f  ^nvi  rniin  ni  nl  Sax«my  ;is 

tlassi<  -‘I  *»i  1 1* *\*  rr  v<itittion;irit  s .should  not 

jJ5,»vc  °ni,;u- 

iTonuudi's.  wi*  '!' maud  <tl  t-M'iy  uniicti  front  governnumt 
entirely  different  policy.  We  deni.nul  t ti.it  such  a govern- 
***..  parry  out  definite  ami  /itNijiiniiTituI  revolutionary 


T* ntiiid*  r.-tpimd  hy  ili«'  sittmiion.  I- « .r  instanc*  , control  *>{ 
l*<"  jy^iittn.  i . > 1 1 1 r * * l til  tlif  hanks,  disbanding  of  the  jiolita*, 
l>r  repl^,i’,,",,u  un  armed  workers'  militia,  etc. 

1 & j.'jfteeti  years  ago  Lenin  t ailed  upon  us  to  focus  all  our 

lention  on  **  searching  out  fttiin-.  of  trann'tron  or  opprouck 

r>*V0ju*l0“*W  •>  may  be  that  in  a numlH-r 

W-rJ^|ries  lhe  united  front  government  will  prove  to  he  011c 
f the  most  important  tiansitional  forms.  The  “ Left" 
SLtrinaires  always  evarled  tins  precept  oi  Lenin's.  Like  the 
fmiicd  propagandists  that  they  were.  I hey  spoke  only  of 
! .;ms  " without  evei  w orrv i ng  about  “ forms  of  transition.” 


t;irr> 


***  .|Jncti"U,  10,11  "’I  oi  tlii-  hanks,  dishaiuling  of  the  police, 
!tf  renlacfiin-m  l»y  an  armed  workers'  militia,  etc. 


1!  .,1ms,”  without  evet  worrying  about  " forms  of  transition.” 

...j* . Right  opportunists,  on  the  other  hand,  tried  to  establish 
Special  ” dcuiocruftc  iu/crnicdai/c  stage  ” lying  between  the 
dictatorship  ol  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  dictatorship  of  the 
‘let  a rial,  for  the  purpose  of  instilling  into  the  workers  the 
Illusion  of  a peaceful  parliamentary  procession  from  the  one 
dictatorship  to  the  other.  This  fictitious  11  intermediate 
iflgu  *'  ihev  also  called  the  ” transitional  form,”  and  even 
n noted  Lenin  on  the  subject  ! Uut  tliis  piece  of  swindling 
Jas  not  dillictdt  to  expose;  for  Lenin  spoke  of  the  form  of 
transition  and  approach  to  the”  7i  dt'f  ft  rant  rcrfiiidion,  ” i.c., 
io  the  overthrow  of  the  bourgeois  dictatorship,  and  not  of 
some  transitional  form  between  the  bourgeois  and  the  prole- 
iarian  dictatorship. 

\Vhv  <1  id  Lenin  attribute  such  exceptionally  great  impor- 
tance to  the  form  of  transition  to  the  proletarian  revolution? 
Because  he  bore  in  mind  " the  fundamental  law  of  uli  great 
revolutions,"  the  law  that  for  the  masses  propaganda  and 
agitation  alone  cannot  take  the  place  of  fficir  ou*n  f>o!tlical 
experience,  when  it  is  a question  of  attracting  really  broad 
masses  of  the  toilers  to  the  side  of  the  revolutionary  vanguard, 
without  which  a victorious  struggle  for  power  is  impossible. 
It  is  a common  mistake  of  a Leftist  character  to  imagine  that 
as  soon  as  a political  (or  revolutionary)  crisis  arises,  it  is 


1Ho  et*" 

r't%  Wl> w ilirow  OWI  the  slog,,,, 

0,1  i r ihL>  c.\iiinnunis .r,t.  broad  masse-,  vvt,. 

•« 

°*  ' So.  i vt-n  in  »u,n  u'c  si«  dn«.  m iht* « l|v, 

follow  i - ,4^  lodo  jD^ster  -is  rajiullv  ils 

";Vm  r?3p  *•  ■> 

!k,ss,w.-.  .iirooKi.  ,l"',;1  »"•"  1*™"'^ 

to  lind  il  ‘ ( ii J n'f s otw  ll"'  pwfpost*  for 

fheir  Snfidc»ce^«h«f  fl?d special  "format 

Lh»<  ll  ba«h  iranMiion-.i  >*<»«,•» fj-il  evolution  «re  neccwary . 

don  t«  .i(»i*«wch  lo  ‘Jlf  £1/  ii„-  people,  -i  l,,*w  l?  petty-boijr- 
Odimvise  df  «r‘;!!  anj  Inidiuons.  may  waver  even 

oeors  dmi't-raiif  dhisi-  ‘ may  procrastinate end 

when  dii-re  is  a rrvoluii*''*-  - ^ ri.vUiuiion  and  then  conie 

s*r*v,  without  . S cxecuiioners- 

under  the  axe  oi  the  »*•*  *‘ *;  (,jf  ,H,»ibihty  of  forming  a 

Thar  is  «h f WC  )n(  lt^jsl  Imiial  front  in  (In-  eon 

government  of  the  Mlll.  a government  wtl  really 

of  a political  crisis.  *»» » ''  |(u.  cncmjes  of  the  people,  and 

prosecute  the  struggle  ag*'  jV  flas>  aml  the  Communist 
give  a flee  l'-™*1  to. ,ht’ , lHird  it  our  unstinted  support, 
P»riy,  w Communis^s-,.j(n  shal|  jake  our  place  in  the 
and  as  soldiers  of the  1 fr  in).]v  ,0  (iic  masses: 

first  line  of  lire.  f-.-mment  cannot  I 'ring.  It  is  not 

Final  wlrahoa  Ihteg  rt,k.  of  the  exploiters,  and 

in  a po-'iimn  to  overth  1 eliminate  the  danger  of  fascist 

for  this  reason  «nno  ^^  nih  j(  js  n,(r>s,fv  to  prepare 

! »h-i«  i*"»* ami  °*'y  s°viM 

ol  22  W“'M  si,u,v 

^ w ll.at  .1  tMial  <■««*  is  malurinc  in  quilt  a 

K W th  P determines  the  great  urgency  and 
format* firm  dedtion  by  our  Congress  on  Hie  question 

,,r  v::^\tzgzzzt ■.»« * * w***  *** 

die  opportunity  of  forming  a united  front  gournrmni,  of 
waging  the  struggle  for  its  formation  and  the  existence  in 
power  of  such  a government  for  the  revolutionary  trai nmg 
lithe  masses,  this  will  be  Ihebest  p olitieal ; ustific  at  ton  of  our 
xilicv  of  the  formation  of  united  front  governments. 

The  Ideological  Struggle  Against  Fascism . 

One  of  the  weakest  aspects  of  the  anti-fascist  struggle 
i our  Parties  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  react  inadequately 


* **  A 1 N I T f A 1 f;  | | M 

, slowly  to  the  demagogy  „f  (MU|  u»  this  dnv 

I"  hmk  with  di-.i-iu,  up. in  (he  problems  of  the 

Sfuggh*  ■ nst  l r,i'  ‘deology.  Many  «•«„,„  ...fc*  did  not 

V^1  ■ I i m I i J I"  i i t It  i I I . ( f t m * - 1 * jr  m * - 


0&*\hZl 
the  id"'1 

**  * il.ii 


v t;  *i*  t it  ■ m . i r y a varii’i)  ixmr^roiii  idcokKfv 

! 1 * * l'1,  ^ Mnpitlitv  1 f ' < lUtmily 


^ in*.  * »tu  nuin  u^t  mnuy 

thl  *t?in  *ri  * Unm  ' w;is  ul'  naming  a mum 

in||,ient'-  '<  dl.  I his  WIIHU  great  mi  Wake.  'n,e  puirefai  lion 

, ..-.piudi  "•  , to  the  innermost  core  of  its  ideology 

i culture.  - ■ e i tin operate  situation  of  d..*  lir.^d  musrs 

,4  the  r ' C,rr,a,n.  •«  ‘Ot*S  of  then,  visreptible  to 

Infection  from  the  ideological  refuse  of  this  putrefaction. 

\Ve  mu*’1  »ndr’  dm  rinnmsij underrnt.-  this  fascist 

...[weity  b"  ■dedog teal  infection.  On  the  contrary,  wC  must 

Jcv'h’p  l’‘,r!  an  extensive  "1«-  .1.,-;,  ai  struggle  on  ihr 

teds  of  clear,  popuhir  argument  and  a correct,  well  thi.uglu- 

Utlt  i'PJ” h Se  P»«han«ies  of  the  national  psychology 

die  mas'-'-x  cat  tin-  pimple.  * 

The  f.-iv  IMS  are  rummaging  through  ih.-  .-mire  history  of 
nation  so  as  to  be  able  to  pose  as  the  heirs  and  o»n- 
,jnuvrs  of  .dl  that  was  exalted  and  heroic  in  in  past,  while  all 
,h»i  '«IS  degrading  or  offensive  to  the  national  sentiments  of 
(lie  ptsoplu  Ihev  make  use  of  as  weapons  against  the  enemies 
yf  fascism.  Hundreds  of  books  are  being  published  in  Ger- 
many which  pursue  only  one  aim— to  falsifv  the  historv  of 
]„■  German  (teople  and  give  it  a fascist  complexion. 

The  new-baked  National-Socialist  historians  try  to  depict 

ihe  history  of  (icrni.iiij  .is  if  for  tin:  last  two  thousand  years, 
by  virtue  of  some  “ historical  law,"  a certain  line  of  dcvelop- 
nu-ni  had  run  through  u like  a red  thread  which  led  to  the 
appearance  on  the  historical  scene  t.f  a naiional  " saviour." 
tl  MesMah, " of  the  German  people,  a certain  **  corporal " 

(,t  A ust  ria  ti  extraction  ! In  these  hooks  the  greatest  figures 
„f  the  German  people  in  the  past  are  represented  as  having 
bt-n  fascists,  while  the  great  peasant  muvcmi  nts  are  st*t  down 
ns  .the  direct  precursors  of  the  fascist  movement. 

* * i « « I A*  a 
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Mussolini  makes  evt  n eflort  to  capitalise  the  heroic  figure 
uf  Garibaldi.  I he  I* rench  fascists  bring  in  the  fore  as  their 
heroine  Joan  of  Arc.  The  American  fascists  appeal  to  the 
ir.iditions  of  the  American  War  of  Independence,  the  tradi- 
tinns  of  \V  ashington  ami  Lincoln.  The  Bulgarian  fasi  ists 
make  use  of  I he  national  liberation  movement  of  the  seven- 
ties and  its  heroes  beloved  of  the  people,  Vassil  Levskv, 
Stephan  Kara),  and  others. 
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that  the  ,‘1' 


i *•**  1 , -c.c  mav  I*.* -v-/f  n « . . r v 

thlV!\  v<  •;,t‘  and  the  /»""■•■  J’“t  «*'*■  of 

N Oii/V  of  the  P.u-  iiw  we  C’onumimsts  ilo  n„, 

qr'SLTl' <>t  our  etcrt  „n  I he  crab  interests  of  ,|,e 

the  Ptti  rrtnV  |H>lh>'  ktc*1  nir  row-minded  functionaries 
pursue  :i  * (ft.  m,t  i'l  (|U,M (l|‘,hc  medieval  guild  handu 
"->f^:rtrule  unions  or  le;tder>  ^ (]u.  n pruscniauvrs  (lf 
1,1  ,!,t  . ' journeymen.  ,ltw,rt;ini.  the  greatest  class 


ills 


r ? ; mankind  from  worM  h,s  already  eas, 

rfivs  which  on  one-MNth  ns,iiU(L.s  the  ml  in-;  class. 

J ,lt  v.*e  of  oij»w .,||  ,l,o  osploii.', I toiling  Mow,, 

*ht  ■*•*'*  ■"  “n> 

capitalist  country-  inttmuSM*  opP° ntnl*. 

\\v  Communist*  . 1;  ..  „f  t-verv  variety.  Hut  we 

principle,  of  Hiftf/Min.  and  should  never  act 

are  twl  supporters  of  ^ workors  and  all  toilers 

as  such.  The  task  of  ed £ atif)n;ili>m  is  .me  of  the  funda- 

in  the  spirit  of  proletarian  .nt  ^ pam.  Btit  whoever  thinks 
mental  tasks  of  evcr>  Cor"™  com[KIs  him.  m sneer  at  all 

that  this  permits  htm.  or  e ^ bfWld  toiling  masses  is  far 

die  national  sentiments  , has  understood  nothing  nf 

from  genuine  Bolshevism,  ^ ,he  national  question. 

the  teaching  of  Lenin  anJ*  * . nationalism  reso. 

Lenin,  who  always  fought  bourgems^  rf  (he  corroct 

luiely  and  consistently,  g ' ■ . - . sentjments,  in  his  article 

Cireaf-Russiuns."  wrU.cn  in 

1914.  I shall  quote  a *»sage  * proletarians  impervious  to 
*'  Arc  we  enlightened  re  ^ rortainlv  not ! Wc  love  our 
!„  feeling  of  na liona  wc  morc‘ than  any  other  group, 

anguage  and  our  ,,1oht'  masses  (*  <■- . nine-tenths  of  its 


'' u oce-  oppression  unit  mockery  our  befluiifuV  nwtTtcriand  li 
subjected  hy  the  twist  hangm.-,,,  th«  nobles  and  the  capital- 


ai'^1n*t  Miqiim  fay 

than  anyt>rtitv,  ;ir<-  grieved  to  sec  and  feel  to  what 


, if' 


- - vVe  «r‘  l,r,,u*l  "•*  h.tt  that  acts  

J,*h  res‘‘#,anCC  ,,ur.  1,1  ’hr  midst  <*f  the  tir.  iii.K,p.,  lm; 

have  given  the  world  R ad.,  he  he  v,  lhc  Decembrists,  the 
flawed  revolutionaries  -.f  the  srv.-mN  s;  tj,BI  -m  i{ni.*>  ,ht. 


ill?1  1 

,u< ,a: 


SfLjan  working  class  created  powerful  revoh.iinn  .rv  P:..tv  of 
K/'  fosses  . - • ■ We  arc  filled  Wilt,  national  pride  br^auM  ct 
Itnowlerige  |hut  the  Great-Russtitn  nation,  to»,  lias  created  a 

* 41  it,  ttn*r  has  pro ven  cap;iVilc  of  jFiviiii* 

ff*  otr.il  CXilinil  t*Si  e.  1 1 v 1 1 1 1 1 f,  i"  ■ ■ f.  ^ i . . 


t iipalilt  of  givini* 


SSinity  e«at  — l*i-  of  Struggle  t„r  f^«Um.  fZ 

CrtL,ifil*!‘in ' lh0*  **  l ,,,u[  ll'l|"on  is  no;  . .mimed  solely  u>  great 

* ...istita  ikHt;  ■.  i j I1 1 . , 1 j 1 m w * __  t « - 


K5  greAt  sjrv  l.iy  before  the  priests,  the  tsars,  tl,e  landowners 
"d  the  capital'**. 

9 .*  Wc  *«  f,|hd  with  national  pride,  and  therefore  wc 
^flicuturly  hutc  itur  slavish  past  . . . a„d  ollf  v,.lvis1l  preM.m 
1 which  the  same  landowners,  aided  l.y  the  , apitalisis,  h ad  us 
inU,  war  to  sidle  l olai.d  and  the  l krame.  to  throttle  the  d<  mo- 
'tic  movement  in  Persia  and  in  China,  to  strwigihcn  the  gang 
,a  Romanovs,  Bobrinskys,  I unshkcvichvs  that  , -overs  with  shame 
r lireat-Kussuin  national  dignity.'** 

,lJ  This  is  What  Lenin  wrote  on  national  pride. 

1 think,  comrades,  that  when  the  fascists,  ;ii  ihe  Leipzig 
i rial,  attempted  to  .slander  ihe  Bulgarians  as  a barbarian 
people,  l was  n,)I  wrong  m taking  up  tlie  defence  of  the 
Jaiional  honour  of  the  toiling  masses  of  the  Bulgarian  people, 
yy-fio  me  struggling  heroically  against  the  fascist  usurpers, 
die  real  barbarians  and  savages,  nor  was  1 wrong  in  declaring 
ilial  I bad  no  cause  be  ashamed  of  being  a Bulgarian  but 
that,  on  the  contrary,  I was  proud  ot  being  a son  of  the 
heroic  Bulgarian  working  class. 

Comrades,  proletarian  international!  n must,  so  to  speak, 
"acclimatise  itself 11  in  each  country  in  order  to  sink  deep 
roots  in  its  native  land.  Aafrono/  jonns  of  the  proletarian 
class  struggle  and  of  the  labour  movement  in  the  individual 
countries  are  in  no  contradiction  to  proletarian  international- 
ism; 0°  ^ie  contrary,  it  is  precisely  in  these  forms  that  the 
international  interests  ol  the  proletariat  can  lie  successfully 
defended. 

ii  goes  without  saying  that  it  is  necessary  eve rvu- here  mid 
on  <d/  occasions  to  expose  before  the  masses  and  prove  to 
them  concretely  that  on  the  pretext  of  defending  general 

* Lenin,  Collected  Works,  Vol.  XVlll,  pp.  100-01. 


roni 


Iiumenm*  scitlhtlds,  tortme  t Immtxrs  t-t«- it  f 


unities, 


- , si  o Cl  '5' 

i.  U O ^ ^ ' 

T II  * . . ...„isie  i 


prove  by  . ; „llllisl  1 ;,r‘"  ' lUC  ami  » ;.i...nal  Oppres- 

- * 


*n*X?aci  o.  buiUlmg- 
«*  ‘ * ' ■ lictalinu  Il*s 


or  i t 

die  nation.  . js  fighting  i w cii  cure 

Ti,c*  revolutionary  prol^«:  r‘  „lt!  shackles  of  decaying 

of  the  people,  to  !«?»•«;  " ' ^parous  (»*'*'"  wh,lh  « 

monopoly  capitalism,  ^ **  rcvolution  can  avert  the 

violating  it.  Only  the  P'"1^  jt  lo  the  highest  stage  of 

destruction  of  culfirc.  Y„,,,,rc-  nalio^l  »' 

mum  ™ flfSEJSSt  of  Soviet  Socialist  Republics 
being  realised  in  tiu. 

before  our  very  eyes.  (>njv  joes  not  contradict 

Proletarian  internal lonalis  jndj;.i(lua|  countries  for 

,his  struggle  of  the  ^ ( Jcd. ,m , but,  ibanks  «o  inter- 

national  pn.kManansolida^  J*  in  this  struggle, 

the  support  which  is ^ couimiescan  triumph  only 

Ihe  working  class  in  the  «ap  projeiarin*  of  the  great 

in  closest  with  d'  . |^nd  in  hand  with  the 

Soviet  Union.  Only  b\  • ,|lc  colon  a peoples 

proletariat  of  the  in.pcr.ahs  counm . cir  freedom . The 

sr';s xu .»  *. 

•uun.rieV Vies  onlv  through  <l"  revolutionary  alliance  of  the 
I'orkin**’  class  of  the  imjicriaHsi  countries  with  the  nation.  I 
iberatiSn  movement  in  the  colonies  and  dependent  countries, 


against  fascism 


, as  M*irx  taught  ust  41  no  nation  can  itself  be  free  if 
oMict  nations." 

it  c,R?ninUjn*sts  belonging  111  an  oppressed,  dependent  nation 

chauvinism  successfully1  among  the  people  of 
^nn°  n nation  if  they  do  not  at  the  same  linur  show  in 
i^f‘cc  dil  nh,SN  ino\ rnu'iu*  thru  they  actually  struggle 
of,lC V.,  liberation  of  ihcir  Mai  inn  from  the  alien  yoke.  And 
! 4)n  the  tjiht  r hand,  the  CuiunvuniMs  of  an  oppressing 

1 cannot  <l<#  is  necessary  to  educate  the  toiling 

cf  their  nation  in  the  spirit  of  internationalism  tatfhow! 
a resolute  struggle  against  the  oppressor  policy  of 
if  Qvvit  be  iu  rgcoisie  - 1 it  cl  for  the  right  to  complete  se^f- 
thr|f  jnatlan  the  nations  kepi  in  bondage  by  it.  If  they 
^ Jo  lhl^  ,3n  v likt  wiM*  do  not  make  it  easier  for  the 
^ " of  ibc  <JPl)resscd  nalion  to  overcome  their  nationalist 

t<VrJud>ceS*  . i * 'i  t'  it 

1^  | f act  in  this  s|iMit,  it  m all  our  mass  work  \\t*  prove 
‘ jncinglv  that  wc  arc  I re:  of  both  national  nihilism  and 
^VcoiS  nationalism.  then  and  only  tlu-n  shall  w . - able  io 
,e  a real! v successful  struggle  against  the  chauvinist 

JJLgogy  of  «hc  fascisl*!* 

* This  is  the  reason  why  a correct  and  practical  application 
f the  Leninist-Sialinisi  naiinnal  polit  y is  of  such  paramount 
f*  rtahee.  It  *s  unquestionably  an  essential  preliminary 
1 ndition  for  a successful  struggle  against  chauvinism— this 
fT^in  instrument  of  ideological  influence  of  the  fa^ists  upon 

the  mass®5' 


r n i 


w o it  m N n c l ° 1 


v.  II.  t-rifiv  I)K  Tllli  1 OMMUNlS'r 

m.  rtiNsoi-M  \i  ion  1 |R  i hi-  i'OLrru\. 

1 AK  rNTI  V i»l  niE  PROLETARIAT. 

i iV»r  ttie  of 

Comrades,  in  the  Strugs  * leading  role  of  the  Com* 
united  front  ij1®  ,rn °. ruord innrily • t,nh  I,ir  r"">nninisJ 

munist  Party  increases  extraortJin  J jser  and  th  , 

, »arty  Is  at  bottom  the  initiator.  JJg»  etaSB.  ,n« 

force  t»i  ilo*  lontvd  tr*lfl*  **  ensure  the  mobilisation  of 
Tin-  Communist  I nr  flir  a united  straggle  again? 

broadest  masses  €>f  l,,r  nf  c-mitnl  naly  if  l,h*y  strct^tken 

fascism  nnd  the  offensive  ^ci  ()|iiv  .i.  v , i, their  initia’ 

their  otrn  »"  ‘‘;vr-v  . ;.^niM  polio-  and  apply  corr«t' 

live,  pursue  a Jl^.V/jnto  tint  the  concrete  situation 

flexible  tactics  which  taM  mi 


111  | l/.V  - .. 

ami  alignment  of  class  tories. 


ami  nugnnu m « inhc  Communist  Parties. 

( trtisolnlation  < ^ ;,nj  Seventh  Congresses 

In  tlie  period  between  'jj  have  uruloubtedly  gu UpJ 

su"lt£  vt  n *»*« 

in  stalutt  and  na<c  r,*st  on  tins  achievement. 

he  a most  dangerous  • • f (|j(.  vVor|dng  class  extends,  the 
The  more  toe  uniter  1 ,,.ms  ,-j^  before  us  and  the 

more  will  new,  P " <£■  us  to  work  on  the  political  and 
more  will  it  be  net  - . f t|f  |»nrties.  The  united  front 

orga n tsalional  con^'hd*dW n j 0^  ^ ^ of  workers  which 

of  the  proletariat  bn  g-  . j jf  thjs  armv  is  headed  bv 

will  be  able  r. . carry  m.  •>  £ aims  ;ind  paths.  This 

a leading  force  winch  »dl  P°inl  revolution*** 

leading  force  can  only  be  a strong  proletarian,  * luttonary 

f‘‘ru\n  Communists  exeri  every  effort  to  establish  , united 
front  we  d..  this  not  for  the  narrow  purpose  of  recruiting  new 
member*  for  the  Comtnt.nist  Parties.  But  « must  strengthen 
the  Communist  Parties  in  every  way  and  tncr<.t«  heir  mem- 
|„.rship  for  the  very  reason  that  we  seriously  want  to 
strengthen  the  united  front.  The  strengthening  of  the  Com. 
munist  Parlies  is  not  a narrow  Party  concern,  but  the  concern 

uf  the  entire  working  class.  . , 

The  ti nit v.  revolutionary  coherence  and  fighting  prepared- 
:*  va  of  the  Communist  Parties  constitute  most  valuable  capital 
vhich  belongs  not  only  to  us  but  to  the  entire  working  class. 


IIUINIT  MICISM 

hav®  lt,ni',i,lt  <l  nn^  '■’'••il  conlinuc  to  t urntiine  our  rradi- 
li  jointly  with  till*  N<h  t.il-1  It-mm  r . , 1 1 ■ Parties  and 


j^jiii'iis  t'>  i he  Struggle  ugtilnst  fast  I*in  with  an  irreeon- 
iitt'j1  >1  ( ugg I*'  ognhiM  Sociiil-|  li-tnocracy  ns  the  ideology 
til*1. 1 ol  coin [*>■  *m ist*  with  ilic  bourgeoisie,  and  conse- 

,ty  at-"  ‘'g  '"t  P*~net ration  »f  this  idt  <i|f»gv  into  our 


,|Ufn 


tlv 

ranks 


l’  rn  boML  ! rt  b.  timely  carrying  out  tin*  policy  < >f  the 
. j fruit1 , wi*  meet  in  OUf  own  ranks  with  Obstacles  which 
t|pl  lSt  remove  at  all  costs  in  (til*  shortest  possible  lime, 

Vflcf  d»*  Sixth  ( ongress  of  till*  Comintern,  a stircru/ul 
Stglcwas  waged  in  all  Communist  Parties  q|  the  capitalist 
Entries  against  any  tendency  towards  an  opportunist  <nf<ip. 

o’H  ( tt,  the  I tini/iftims  0/  capitalist  .v/u6i/iv<i/imi  aiiti 

, infeelion  with  reformist  ami  legalist  illusions . Our 
olrtics  purged  their  ranks  of  various  kin<K  uf  Right  oppor- 
1 3rtristSi  thim  strengthening  thrir  II  dshevik  unit;,  and  lighting 
^ ici1)'-  l',‘!'>  successful  anti  1 1 t-c jm-ntly  entirely  lacking  was 

^figbt  agabvst  sectarianism.  Sr-ciarianism  manifested  itself 
,Iw.Jiffer  in  primitive,  open  forms,  as  in  tin*  first  v.ars  of 


da) 


longer  in  primitive,  open  forms,  as  in  the  first  years  of 

gjjstence  of  the  Communist  International,  but,  under 
‘"ver  of  a f°rmal  recognition  of  die  Bolshevik  theses,  hin- 

‘ored  the  development  of  a Bulshevik  mass  poliev.  In  our 
hv  this  is  often  no  longer  an  “ infantile  disorder,"  as  Lenin 
.Vote-  but  ;*  deeply  rooted  vice,  which  mu-t  lie  shaken  off  or 
•j  will  be  impossible  to  solve  the  problem  of  establishing  the 
nited  front  of  the  proletariat  and  of  leading  the  masses  from 
•he  positions  of  reformism  to  the  side  of  tin-  revolution. 

In  the  present  situation  sectarianism,  sch-sathfied  sec- 
tarianism, as  we  designate  it  in  the  draft  resolution,  more 
/lull  anything  else  impedes  our  struggle  h.r  the  realisation 
0f  the  united  front.  Sectarianism,  satisfied  with  its  doctnn- 
jfl,  narrowness,  its  divorcement  from  the  real  life  of  the 
masses ; satisfied  with  its  simplified  methods  of  solving  the 
most  complex  problems  of  the  working  class  movement  on  the 
basis  of  stereotyped  schemes;  sectarianism  which  professes 
to  know  all  and  considers  il  needless  to  learn  from  the  masses, 
from  the  lessons  of  the  labour  movement.  In  short,  sec- 
tarianism, to  which,  as  they  say,  mountains  are  mere  stepping- 
stones. 

Self-sat  is  tied  sectarianism  will  not  and  cannot  understand 
that  the  leadership  of  the  working  class  by  the  Communist 
Partv  cannot  be  attained  by  a process  of  spontaneous  develop- 


tMB  wo»R>»°  ctA,>  , 

, The  leading  role  oi  the  Sm.  lir'Vi  '** 

sum:  gif*  of  ,he  w‘ >,kl,!t:,  ‘ ill  mill  the  le-'ding  Id],.  0/*J!r' 

,*  5 «•».  <?.•  .r„,„cc  0 ^ 

L'omnnmislS  bu‘  ' vt"“(,av  «*«  work  and  ,mrrw!,  „(lli  ' 
war***  *^Lb'  ,s  l c if  «*•  Communists  in  our 

work  seriou>tv  take  |hJ  degree  to  which  they  hav* 

...nsciousness  of  the  me*  ; M,iK.riy  the  i,mtre* 

heroine  revolutionised.  « m|f  wishes  but  on  the  basK 
situation,  not  on  thviw**  patiently,  step  b>  step,  we  mu» 


LHVwimv  --  . lejiiiiS  OI  t 

situation,  not  on  the'™'*  patiently.  «cp  by  step,  w,.  m 
of  the  actual  state  of  »«*«*  a$sseB  to  come  over  to  the  po^ 
make  it  caster  for  tin*  ‘ never  CO  forget  tlu-se  warn, 

lions  of  Communism,  « ful|v  rX  pressed* 

words  of  I.enm.  so  ■ wC m not  rcgnrdthat  which  i* 
..  This  is  the  whole  for  the  class.  ■"  being  obaoltte 

obsolete  fo*  us  as  betnK 

/,>r  fit*  masses.  * „,r  ides  tit*11  rt,crc  ,s,t  not  fl  few 

Is  it  not  a fact,  com*  jn  {)Ur  ranks  who  at  all  ii,nes 

Such  doctrinaire  element.  danger  in  the  policy  of  tJte 

and  places  sense  “^J%rofades  the  whole  united I front  % 

united  front?  For  *!  Hut  this  sectarian  stickling  ff(r 
one  unrelieved  pent-  - noijtjCa1  helplessness  in  face  of 


Sectarianism  nno>  1 jWfSi  jn  overesti mating  the 

i„R  Ihe  revoto.ioniM.w  doni„s  |1)C  positions  of  refo,*. 

speed  at  winch  tnej  mi  ainu  uh  stages  and  over  compli, 

ism,  in  attempts  to  M _ _ Methods  of  leading  the  masses 

cared  tasks  of  the  mme  • * rep|aced  by  the  methods  of 

have  in  practice  been  ru|mnM.  ^ of  ,racljtioM1 

leading  a narrow  p-m  L £nd  lhejr  organisations  and 
contacts  between  lhc  0"'  . ted  and  when  the  masses  did 

leaders  atnlncts’lntnictliatclv.  tlio  atlidirl.-  taken 

not  break  off  tnese  w ,t,at  adopted  towards  their 

towards  them  was  j us  a • * and  slogans  have  tended  to 

reactionary  leaders.  « * *n|ril.St  and  the  specific  features 

become  stereotyped  1 individual  country  have  been 

of  the  speci lie  condtttons  n «^'J?U^lbborn  ystrl,KR„  in 

,0ft  out  selves  to  win  their  coat 

the  very  midst  of  the  ma  struggle  for  the  partial 

dence  has  tended  to  be  f"°^'he.*n|£  ref0rmiSt  trade 
dema nds  of  the  workers  and  work  m 577—,- 

— -jcnm  -rLeft.Mng”  Communism , an  Infantile  Dts<  it r. 
3.  5ft. 


AGAINST  I Ml  t SM 


, s arnl  fascists  ntuss  organ ism ions  has  l>een  nrgkclcd. 
^ oolicy  of  the  united  front  has  frequently  be^n  replaced 
appeals  and  abstract  propaganda. 


W jn  lU>  k- « a dr^irt*  1 1 , 1 \ r t.ii  tail  virws  hindered  the 

t scittiion  ot  people,  the  training  and  developing  of 
conneeUud  with  the  masses,  enjoying  the  confidence  of 
**  nia>st,Sf  4 *lc^res  w!losc  ^'jofufionary  mdtlr  has  been  Ifird 

I*1  cla^s  bullies,  cadres  that  are  capable  of  cotn- 
Lrf  the  practical  experience  ot  mass  work  with  the  sfawnch- 


, ‘,t  rtlr  I * 

bi  oi  principle  of  a Bolshevik 
....  eiarianism  lias  to  a 


(om- 

unch 


MTJarianism  has  to  a considerable  extent  retarded 
growth  of  the  Communist  Parties,  has  impeded  the  prose- 
* ion  of  a real  mass  policy,  prevented  our  taking  advantage 
difficulties  of  the  class  enemy  to  strengthen  the  posi* 
°J  . Gf  the  revolutionary  movement,  hindered  the  winning 


of  the  broad  proletarian  masses  to  the  side  of  the  Com- 
muni*  Portias. 

P u'hih*  lighting  most  resolutely  to  overcome  and  extermi- 
, . (he  Iasi  remnants  of  self-satislied  sectarianism,  we  must 
^crease  10  a maximum  our  vigilance  in  regard  to  and  the 
,n  glTie  against  Right  opportunism  and  against  every  one 
f ;i « concrete  manifestations,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  tlanger 

rtf  4 A ^ ■II  * * i i - i 

v1  _ A ft  ^ Lfl  linil^  fin  All-ill  1 n^f  li'.Vn  ■ n n ^ twj-.  ■ f m n I I i ■ i « .H  ■ .t 


roletarian  masses  to  the  sitle  of  the  Corn- 


danger 


f Right  opJ>t,rtun*sm  will  increase  in  proportion  as  the  wide 
°nitcd  front  develops  more  and  more.  Already  there  are 
U ndencies  to  reduce  the  role  of  the  Communist  Party  in  the 
"nks  of  the  united  front  and  to  effect  a reconciliation  with 
^jal-Democratic  ideology.  Nor  must  the  fact  be  lost  sight 
f that  the  tactics  of  the  united  front  are  a method  of  convinc- 
. „ the  Social-Democratic  workers  by  object  lesson  of  the 
correctness  of  the  Communist  policy  and  the  incorrectness  of 
the  reformist  policy,  and  f/iaf  they  are  not  a reconciliation  with 
c0Cial-VcPiOCTatic  ideology  and  practice , A successful 
,[rugg]e  for  the  establishment  of  the  united  front  imperatively 
demands  constant  struggle  in  our  ranks  against  tendencies  to 
deprecate  the  role  of  the  Parfy,  against  legalist  illusions, 
against  reliance  on  spontaneity  and  automatism,  both  in  the 
liquidation  of  fascism  and  in  conducting  the  united  front 
igainst  the  slightest  vacillation  at  the  moment  of  determined 

action . 

“ It  is  necessary,*1  Stalin  teaches  us.  “ that  the  Party  be  able 
to  combine  in  its  work  the  greatest  adhesion  to  principle  (not  to  be 
confused  with  sectarianism  !)  with  a maximum  of  contacts  and  con- 
nections with  the  masses  (not  to  be  confused  with  * tailism!’), 
without  which  it  is  not  only  impossible  for  the  Party  to  teach  the 
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.r  ■.  w the  Working  Class. 

il  Unity  Of  tin  uniu't!  fro 


ncruMur  inasnun  >•  - . 

unity  of  poiititai  1 t^iopment  and  reinforcement  of 

ship  impedes  the  tl‘r  11  .^jng  class. 

the  joint  struggle  \il  lht  struggle  tlf  ,hc  and 

fh«  interests  of  the  ‘ u ; ; r‘voi„tion  make  it  impera. 

,1k-  success  of  the  l)ruIl‘Vl  !r“-/v  of  the  proletariat  in  each 
live  that  there  he  a s/nf  ‘ ” . casv  or  simple  to  achieve 
count rv.  Of  course.  >s  n work  and  struggle,  and  will  of 
this.  This  requires  stub^rn  |ractcd  process.  The  Com. 
necessity  be  a more  or  less  P . _n  the  growing  urge 

numist  Parties  must,  ,n .™  \ 0f  t],e  Social-Democratic 
of  the  workers  for  a unii In-  isat;onS  with  Communist 
Parties  or  of  individual  o ^ ^ {he  initiative  in  this 
Parties,  lirmjv  and  confide  mating  the  forces  of  the 

unification.  'I  he  rause  revolutionary  proletarian  party, 
working  class  in  a sm*ic  j iabollr  movement  is  enter- 
at  the  time  when  the  in  • . . ranks,  is  our  cause, 

ing  the  period  of  closing  If  international, 
is  the  cause  of  the  , the  establishment  of  tfu: 

But  while  it  is  sufficient  fo  “^Dcm0cratic  Parties 

united  front  of  the  ‘,"c  against  fascism,  the  ofTen- 

live  of  capital  and  war,  0f  definite  con- 

s possible  only  on  the  basis 

litions  involving  principles. 

This  unification  independene,.  »/ 

he  bourgeoisie  and  the  complete  rupture  of  the  bloc  of 

'octal- Democracy  m th  the  bourgeoisie,  brough, 

Second,  on  condition  that  unity  of  action  oe  nrst  uroufcm 

& p m | 

bout  ; 
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Third*  (iI1  condition  tluti  ihc  necessity  of  fhQ  fctio/iifiofi- 
Avcr throw  of  the  ml too/  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  estab- 
r{ment  u*  r^it?  dictator  ship  of  the  proletariat  in  (hr  form  of 
.vf*  hi'  M coguised  ; 


^ Fourth*  un  ni ruin  ion  that  support  of  fine’s  own  hour* 
uir  ft*  i to  pur  in  list  ?vat  be  rejected; 

fifth*  on  condition  that  c lie  Party  be  constructed  on  the 
. c;«  of  democrat tc  centralism,  which  ensures  unity  of  will 


own  hour- 


rtfi  ;i,u*  nas  *>ern  Ust^d  by  the  experience  of  the 

Bolshevik S. 

tYe  must  i-X]>l.iin  i<*  the  Social.] )cmoi  ratic  workers, 
(iently  and  in  cuniradclv  fashion,  why  political  unity  of 
Ihc  working  *'l;ivs  in  impossible  without  these  condiliuns. 

m list  (lisi'uss  together  with  them  th,*  sense  and  signifi- 
'aiice  of  these  conditions. 

C‘‘  \viiy  is  a necessary  for  the  realisation  of  the  political 
unit v of  the  proletariat  that  there  be  complete  independence 
nt  (he  bourgeoisie  and  a rupture  of  the  Moc  of  Social- 
Democrats  with  the  bourgeoisie? 

Because  the  entire  experience  of  the  labour  movement, 
particularly  the  experience  of  the  fifteen  vears  of  coalition 
potiev  in  Germany,  has  shown  that  the  policy  of  class  col- 
laboration, the  policy  of  dependence  on  the  bourgeoisie,  leads 
to  the  defeat  of  the  working  class  and  to  the  victory  of  fascism. 
And  only  the  road  of  irreconcilable  class  struggle  against 
the  bourgeoisie,  the  road  of  the  Bolsheviks,  is  the  true  road 


to  victory. 

Why  must  unity  of  action  be  first  established  as  a pre- 
liminary condition  of  political  unity? 

Because  unity  of  action  to  repel  the  offensive  of  capital 
and  of  fascism  is  possible  and  necessary  even  before  the 
majority  of  the  workers  are  united  on  a common  political 
platform  for  the  overthrow  of  capitalism,  while  the  working 
put  of  unity  of  views  on  the  main  lines  and  aims  of  the 
struggle  of  the  proletariat,  without  which  a unification  of 
the  parties  is  impossible,  requires  a more  or  less  extended 
period  of  time.  And  unity  of  views  is  worked  out  best  of 
all  in  joint  struggle  against  the  class  enemy  even  to-day. 
To  propose  to  unite  at  once  instead  of  forming  a united  front 
means  to  place  the  cart  before  the  horse  and  to  imagine  that 


the  cart  will  then  move  ahead.  (Laughter.)  Precisely  for 
the  reason  that  for  us  the  question  of  political  unity  is  not 
a manoeuvre,  as  it  is  for  many  Social-Democratic  leaders, 


^fl  mi  WORKING  C I.  A 5 S 

/'r 

we  insist  on  iln*  rc-i I isat ion  ot  unity  l)*  action  as  oik*  «>f  ^ 
most  important  stages  in  the  struggle  for  political  unity  ’e 
Why  is  it  necessary  to  recognise  the  revolutionary  oVl 

throw  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  establishment  i »f 
tatorship  of  the  proletariat  in  the  form  ol  Soviet  power ? 

Uecmi.se  the  experience  of  the  victory  ot  the  great  Octo- 
ber Revolution  on  the  one  hand,  and,  on  the  other,  the  bitttr 
lessons  learned  in  Germany,  Austria  and  Spain  during 
entire  post-war  period  have  confirmed  once  more  that  tilt 
victory  of  the  proletariat  is  possible  only  by  means  of  the 
revolutionary  overthrow  of  the  bourgeoisie,  and  that  the 
bourgeoisie  would  rather  drown  the  labour  movement  in  a 
sea  of  blood  than  allow  the  proletariat  Jo  establish  Socialism 
by  peaceful  means.  The  experience  ol  the  October  Revolts 
tion  has  demonstrated  patently  that  the  basic  content  of  the 
proletarian  revolution  is  the  question  ol  the  proletarian  <jjc„ 
tatorship,  which  is  called  to  crush  the  resistance  ol  the  over- 
thrown exploiters,  to  arm  the  revolution  for  struggle  against 
imperialism  and  to  lead  the  revolution  to  the  complete  vic- 
tory of  Socialism.  In  order  to  achieve  the  dictatorship  Qf 
the  proletariat  as  the  dictatorship  ot  the  vast  majority  over 
an  insignificant  minority,  over  the  exploiters — and  only  as 
such  can  it  be  brought  about — for  this  are  needed  Soviets 
embracing  all  strata  of  the  working  class,  the  basic  masses 
of  the  peasantry  and  the  rest  of  the  toilers,  without  the 
awakening  of  whom,  without  the  inclusion  of  whom  in  the 
front  of  tile  revolutionary  struggle,  the  victory  of  the  pro- 
letariat cannot  be  consolidated. 


Why  is  the  refusal  of  support  to  the  bourgeoisie  in  an 
imperialist  war  a condition  of  political  unity  ? 

Because  the  bourgeoisie  wages  imperialist  war  for  its  pre- 
datory purposes,  against  the  interests  of  the  vast  majority 
of  the  peoples,  under  whatever  guise  this  war  may  be  waged. 
Because  all  imperialists  combine  their  feverish  preparations 
for  war  with  extremely  intensified  exploitation  and  oppres- 
sion of  the  toilers  in  their  own  country.  Support  of  the  bour- 
geoisie in  such  a war  means  treason  to  the  country  and  the 
international  working  class. 

Why,  finally,  is  the  building  of  the  Party  on  the  basis  of 
democratic  centralism  a condition  of  unity? 

Because  only  a party  built  on  the  basis  of  democratic 
centralism  can  ensure  unity  of  will  and  action,  can  lead  the 
proletariat  to  victory  over  the  bourgeoisie,  which  has  at  its 
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■isposa1  s<>  Powerful  a weapon  a.  ,t,  ,.  77 

Shis.  The  application  of  >2  , r c*"|ral»scd  State  ap- 
jKltralism  JlQS  sto,»d  the  splendid  , of  democratic 

S«fhn.  K 1 'he  Party  of  Lenjn 

Yes,  comrades,  we  are  for  a sim,i. 

,he  working  class,  But  this  pan  A n,‘l?  I)oll,,cal  party  of 
parade  Slalin,  P“n>  011181  be,  in  the  words  of 

*•  a P*irE,Vi  a revolutionary  tnrtv  i t 

f0lctarians  to  the  struggle  for  power  U>  lea<i  the 

to  he  able  to  orientate  itself  in  the  a»nrli;  /ufi,Cicnt  experience 
in  a revolutionary  situation,  and  su ITi d e ml jTfl Jl 7m ' t ^ S that  flrisc 
of  any  submerged  rocks  on  the  way  to  * **b!e. to  stcer 

This  explains  why  it  js  necejL  * fcoal: 
ooi,j.  on  III*  basis  of  ,|»  coffin-  Poliucal 
Wo  nro  lor  the  political  unite  of  , I , , • 

Therefore  we  are  ready  to  collaborate  waking  class! 
Social- Democrats  who  are  for  the  unUed  from  ^‘i'  -vUh  aU 
sUp(x»rt  unification  on  the  principle*  in  r fnd  sin«rely 
cisciy  because  we  are  for  unity  we  But  Pre' 

against  all  " I-eft  " demagogues  whn  ? niKgle  reso,u'e>y 
of  the  disillusionment  of  the  Sochi  n trv  IO  make  use 
create  new  Socialist  Parties  or  intern^rT^^  workers  “> 
the  Communist  movement,  and  thus  kJ,.,?*1,  S directed  against 
in  the  working  class.  ‘ ' r>  deepening  the  split 

We  welcome  the  asninr;rt»  . . * . . 
among  Social-Democratic  workers' for  ’ ’S  ^ain,ing  £rou"d 
the  Communists,  In  this  f a t «...  a llt1Ued  front  with 
volutionary  consciousness  and  a bJS  f gro'vt]1  of  their  re- 
0f  the  split  in  the  working  class  Bein^f  t?f  lhe  healing 
unity  of  action  is  a pressing  necessity^ op,mon  that 

as  well,  we  declare  that  lh? fll S’  i°f  the 

its  Sections  are  readv  to  enter  into  * *ate.rnational  and 

Second  International  and  its  Sen  I™  - nfP"otiat,0ns  with  the 
of  the  unity  of  the  working  class  in  th/°»  the  fstablishment 

ssesr*  -i^raafs  t 


• Stalin,  " Foundations  of  Lenin 


■ . ^ 

Leninism,  Vol.  I,  p.  88 
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CONCLUSION- 

i i--*  * ,rtv  report.  As  you  see,  \V|1 
0>mr;.des,  J am  cone  io-day  in  a m-w  light,  tak. 

are  raising  a "un;bcrt,."‘  ! !j„  the  situation  Since  the  Si*,|t 
jn>'  account  of  the  Hangc  struggle,  and  relying  0ll 

Congress  and  of  the  lessen  s » ^ a|reody  achieved, 

the  degree  of  con^dauju  •«  ^ ^ d of  the  ^ 
primarily  Je  qu^^cv>  lh,  reformist  trade  unions  and 
proach  to  Social-* ,l"V 

other  mass  organist  1 * ..|  scnse  in  all  tliis  a (ligres- 

There  are  wiseacres  w n e sort  of  turn  to  the  Right 

sion  from  our  basic  p‘>>‘  {"jshevism.  Well,  ni>’  country, 
of  the  Straight  line  oi  ??,*  Iiungry  chicken  always  dreams 

Uutgaria,  they  ^^/^liiical  chickens  think  so. 
ot  millet-  Let  tnc  i us  is  important  that  our 

This  interests  us  httie-  { , xvhole  world  should 

own  Carnes  and  . ho  broad  m^s]ri  v.[ig 

correctly  underi»u  utionarv  Marxists,  Leninists, 

We  would  n.w'aXis  Lenin  nnd  S.alin,  if  ^ 
woriliv  pupils  ot  f and  laciics  in  accordance 

3*  !,"d  ,hc  c"ang“  °CCurrmg  " 

»>*  ll,b0,,r  moennien'.  jonaric5  if  wc  did  not- learn 

We  would  not  be  * experience  of  the  masses. 

from  .»r  own  «per.e  «andjhe«Pst  (o  ^ 

We  want  our  I aril  . J t)ie  working  class,  to 

out  and  “ ;7'f  polftical  factor  in  the  life  of  (heir 

*7^«j?S3£  iCK  t’°p°gmnlr  si  c;f 

appeals  to  straggle  for  proletary  dictatorship. 

>Ve  are  sUua.ion  a,  each  moment, 

° M0h  Dhce ‘ and  not  act  according  to  a fixed  stereotyped 
n each  place,  and  . not  to  forget  that  in  varying 

arm  anywhere  and  e Communists  cannot  be 

rircumstances  the  position  of  the  Lommu. 

We  want  soberly  to  take  into  account  all  stages  tn  he 
evelopment  of  the  class  struggle  and  in  the  growth  of  the 
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con*sckHiHncss  of  tbe  masses  ihumsclvcs,  to  be  able  to 
;ind  sulve  at  eat  h stage  the  concrete  problems  of  the 
|t^jlJii0,tftry  movement  corresponding  to  this  stage. 

* Yrt*  want  to  Jind  a common  language  with  the  broadest 

-eftS  tor  the  purpose  of  struggling  against  ihe  class  enemy, 
ways  of  finally  Overcoming  the  isolation  of  the  revotu - 
t?  ’*  V vanguard  from  tl  ie  masses  of  tlu:  proletariat  and  all 
t*°*  toilers,  as  well  as  ol  overcoming  the  fatal  isolation  of 
°!  ' war  king  class  itself  from  ils  natural  allies  in  the  struggle 
,fl*iinst  the  bourgeoisie,  against  fascism. 

want  to  draw  increasingly  wide  masses  into  the  re- 
al [ionary  class  struggle  and  lead  them  to  proletarian  revolu- 
V,L>  proceeding  from  their  vital  interests  and  needs  as  the 
^utiing  point,  and  their  own  experience  as  the  basis. 

S following  the  example  of  our  glorious  Russian  llol- 
, yviks,  the  example  of  the  leading  Party  of  the  Communist 
international,  the  Communist  Party  of  the  Soviet  Union, 

V,  want  to  combine  the  revolutionary  heroism  of  the  German, 

"he  Spanish,  the  Austrian  and  other  Communists  with 
1 enuine  revolutionary  realism,  and  put  an  end  to  the  last 
*inants  ot  scholastic  tinkering  with  serious  political 

question  s. 

\Ve  want  to  equip  our  Parlies  from  every  angle  for  the 
solution  of  the  most  complex  political  problems  confronting 
them.  For  this  purpose  we  want  u>  raise  ever  higher  their 
theoretical  level,  to  train  them  in  the  spirit  of  live  Marxism- 
i eninisni  and  not  dead  doctrinairism. 

We  want  to  eradicate  from  our  ranks  all  scl/-satisfieti  sec- 
lananism,  which  above  all  blocks  our  road  to  the  masses  and 
impedes  the  carrying  out  of  a truly  Bolshevik  mass  policy. 
\Ve  want  to  intensify  in  every  way  the  struggle  against  all 
concrete  manifestations  of  Kig/if  op^orhtntsnt,  realising  that 
the  danger  from  this  side  will  increase  precisely  in  the  prac- 
tice of  carrying  out  our  mass  policy  and  struggle. 

We  want  the  Communists  of  each  country  promptly  to 
draw  and  apply  nfi  the  lessons  that  can  be  drawn  from  their 
own  experience  as  the  revolutionary  vanguard  of  the  prole- 
tariat. We  want  them  ax  quickly  ax  possible  fo  learn  how  to 
sail  on  the  furbit/ctif  waters  of  the  class  struggle,  and  not  to 
remain  on  the  shore  as  observers  and  registrars  of  the  surging 
waves  in  the  expectation  of  fine  weather. 

This  is  what  we  want ! 


